USE OF THE POSSESSIVE APOSTROPHE

An apostrophe (') is used to indicate possession.  Use the following guidelines to determine if it is appropriate to use an apostrophe.  

1. When there is a possessive situation, two nouns are usually next to one another (the first one 

ends in s).

 
a.  a Corvettes engine


b.  the childrens game


c.  the Jacksons mansion

      d.  Mrs. Jacksons piano

Sometimes one adjective or even a few adjectives may come between the two nouns.

      e.  Rickys ten golden retrievers

2. Determine if the phrase makes sense when you reverse the two nouns using terms such as of or 

belonging to.

a. engine of a Corvette

b.  game of the children

c.  mansion belonging to the Jacksons

d.  piano belonging to Mrs. Jackson

e.  ten golden retrievers belonging to Ricky

If the reversal makes sense, then go to the next step.

3. Look at only the last word in the reversed phrases in no. 2 above.  If the word does not end in s, add 's.  If the word already ends in s, you may add only an apostrophe.

a.  Corvette's

b.  children's

c.  Jacksons'

d.  Jackson's

e.  Ricky's

4. Now return the phrase to its original form with the added possessive apostrophes.

a.  a Corvette's engine

b.  the children's game

c.  the Jacksons' mansion

d.  Mrs. Jackson's piano

e.  Ricky's ten golden retrievers

A FINAL NOTE:  Remember that the following possessive pronouns do not have apostrophes 

added to them:

                                               yours              its

his                 ours

hers               theirs   

POSSESSIVE APOSTROPHES:  Supply possessive apostrophes in the appropriate places in the following sentences.

1. My brothers and sisters enjoy visiting my uncles beach house.

2. That lions mane is tangled with briars from the bush.

3. I bet that my brothers can beat up yours.

4. Last weeks news from the front was welcomed at homes like ours.

5. The neighbors often complained about the Smiths mangy cat.

6. Jakes disappearance from home came to his parents notice only after three days had passed.

7.  His parents noticed that he had passed Latin only by a hairs breadth.

8.  The news that the womens team defeated the mens team attracted little attention in yesterdays 
newspaper.

9.  The Joneses little trailer is located next to the Fowlers gaudy A-frame.

10.  The laboratories latest funding request comes too late for next years budget.

11.  The jurors reached their verdict in record time.

12. A group of American tourists was arrested for trying to steal the Toronto Maple Leafs hockey 

pucks.

13.  She readily admits that theirs are superior to hers.

14.  A teams manager may be responsible for bats, gloves, and other equipment.

15.  Mrs. Bates says that customers clothes are not safe at Mr. Swindlers laundry.

16.  A good mornings work means a leisurely afternoon.

17.  Someone elses opinion may be as reliable as theirs.

18.  James opinion may be as reliable as Harolds.

19.  We saw the Navajos display their crafts at the visitors center on an Arizona reservation.

20. Peoples welfare depends on far more than one persons actions.

