
SENTENCE COMPLETENESS:  THE BASICS 
An important part of earning good grades in college writing is making sure that your final products have no sentence completeness errors—fragments, run-on sentences, and comma splices. You can begin eliminating these major kinds of errors if you understand some basic terminology:

· A clause is a group of words containing a subject and a verb.

· A dependent (or subordinate) clause cannot stand alone as a complete sentence.

· An independent (or main) clause can stand alone as a complete sentence.  

I.  Recognizing fragments:  A fragment is an incomplete sentence; in other words, it does not contain an independent clause (IC).  

A.  A fragment may lack a subject or a verb:

1.  As a result, completed the project well within the budget.  (no subject)

2.  The child futilely attempting to get his parents’ attention.  (no verb)


Corrected Versions
1.  As a result, the new employees completed the project well within the budget.

2.  The child futilely attempted to get his parents’ attention. 

 


B.  A fragment may be a dependent clause (DC).  In other words, it contains a subject and a verb, but the presence of a subordinating conjunction (such as after, although, because, if, so that, or when) or a relative pronoun (usually that, which, or who) makes the sentence incomplete:

1.  While we waited for them to accept our offer.  (DC, no IC)

2.  An inventor who neglected getting a patent for his work.  (DC, no IC)


Corrected Versions
1.  While we waited for them to accept our offer, they considered their options. 

2.  Sam O’Toole was an inventor who neglected getting a patent for his work.

 II.  Recognizing run-ons and comma splices:  These errors result from the inappropriate combining of two (or more) independent clauses into one sentence.  

1.  Mother rarely eats out she believes that most restaurants are unsanitary.  (run-on) 

2.  Federal offices are closed today, many businesses are not open.  (comma splice)


Corrected Versions
1.  Mother rarely eats out; she believes that most restaurants are unsanitary. 


or
     Mother rarely eats out because she believes that most restaurants are unsanitary.

2.  Federal offices are closed today.  Many businesses are not open.


or
     Federal offices are closed today, and many businesses are not open.

