CMS 4310

Film Analysis & Criticism/Bonner

Story and Plot in Citizen Kane
Narrative & Narration
Introduction to Film/Bonner

My Summer of Love  (Pawel Pawlikowski, 2004, UK/Russia; 86 min.)
Producers: Chris Collins & Tanya Seghatchian
Screenwriter: Pawel Pawlikowski & Michael Wynne (novel: Helen Cross)
Editor: David Charap
Cinematography: Ryszard Lenczewski
Production Design: John Stevenson
Original Music: Goldfrapp & Will Gregory
Abstract (adapted from box cover and IMDB.com):
Kindred sprits from different worlds become entangled together one volatile summer in this passionate, psychological thriller. What starts as a magical friendship soon becomes laced with danger and deception. Local girl Mona is naïve, reckless, and filled with a yearning for something more in life than her small Yorkshire town offers. Tamsin is rich, spoiled, and bored—trying to escape the confines of her prep-school existence when she draws Mona into her fantasy world. Complete opposites, each is wary of the other's differences when they first meet, but this coolness soon melts into mutual fascination, amusement and attraction. Adding volatility is Mona's older brother Phil, who has renounced his criminal past for religious fervor—which he tries to impose upon his sister. Mona, however, is experiencing her own rapture. It’s a tale of obsession and deception, and the struggle for love and faith in a world where both seem impossible.
Cast:

Mona (Nathalie Press)

Tamsin (Emily Blunt)

Phil (Paddy Considine)

Ricky (Dean Andrews)

Ricky's Wife (Michelle Byrne)

Tamsin's Father (Paul Antony-Barber)

Tamsin's Mother (Lynette Edwards)

Sadie (Kathryn Sumner)

Questions for discussion:

This screening serves as a review for the first two sections of our course and Exam 2, and to help transition into the next section; so for this screening & discussion, consider My Summer of Love in context with the other films, readings, and discussions we’ve been studying all term. You should take notes on and be prepared to discuss all of the questions below. Be sure to use terms!
1.  How does My Summer of Love communicate its themes in a truly cinematic way? That is, analyze how its film-specific techniques (camerawork, mise-en-scène, editing, sound, etc.) successfully avoid a non-cinematic artistic style. For example, the Soviet theorists talked about how some films cleverly use voiceover as a new element of montage, and therefore in a truly cinematic way, but Chatman notes that so many films resort to lazy voiceovers that contribute nothing new, simply mimicking literary style instead of creating a vibrant cinematic style… How does My Summer of Love use its filmic language adeptly? Be sure to use terms!
2.  How does My Summer of Love compare with other films we’ve seen this semester? Cite examples from specific films to support your observations.

3.  Which of our readings, concepts, and theories does My Summer of Love call to mind? Be sure to cite specific examples from the readings to support your points. Consider specifically:
a) Do you think My Summer of Love qualifies as Art Cinema? Give examples why or why not.

b) How does the film embody Deleuze's concept of exposure of clichés (what clichés does it expose and are there any that it practices?) Give examples from the film.

c) Are there moments of avant-garde/experimental style in My Summer of Love? Give examples.
d) How would Elsaessesr respond to the mise-en-scène? The Soviets to the sound? Etc.

