Prof. Trachtenberg                                                                          Clayton State University
POLS 4500 Senior Seminar                                                            Spring Semester 2008 
Research Essay Final Examination
Instructions:  
     Your examination will be prepared outside of class and emailed to the instructor by Noon, Monday, May 11th as a Word formatted attachment – I will accept no late exams. The instructor will reply to your email verifying that your exam has been received; if you do not receive a reply by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, May 8th, it is likely your examination was not received. Essay examinations will be double-spaced, using the 12 point Times Roman font. Include as your first page a title page with your name, the course name and number, the examination number, and the date submitted. Restate the examination question above your typed answer at the top of page two. Provide a list of all “Resources” used and, or referred to and, or quoted on a separate last page of the essay. Your scored examination will be returned to you by email. Class will NOT meet on the examination due date.
     While points will not specifically deduct points for grammar, syntax or spelling mistakes, remember, common sense dictates that a well written (i.e. correct grammar, punctuation, spelling, syntax, and clarity of meaning), logically organized, detailed, analytical essay, providing an in-depth treatment of the topic will earn more points than a short, poorly written, superficial treatment of the same subject.  How long of an answer should you provide? If you have dealt clearly, effectively and fully with all aspects of the question asked, the answer should be sufficient. 
     Assume the instructor knows very little or nothing specifically about your chosen issue or problem. The facts and explanations provided in your essay will show how well you understand the topic and its complexities. A strong essay may include information from the textbook, but it will rely principally on the use of outside primary and secondary resource materials, provide accurate in depth factual information, the opinions of recognized scholars and other experts, and your own objective logical analysis and conclusions regarding the topic. Think about and explain the factual situation and concepts involved. Do not simply quote from and paraphrase the source materials you have identified in your research. Of course, the inclusion of relevant historical and recurrent events will strengthen your essay considerably. 
Resources: 
     A list of the online and hardcopy resources used in the research and composition of this essay examination on a separate last page of the essay. Each cited resource listed will include the name/s of the author/s, article title, publication or website name, date, and, or Internet address (if an online resource). Please do not list the course textbook as a resource; I will assume you have made use of it.
Examination Question: (150 possible points) 
(A reminder: all of the work on this examination will be yours alone.)
    First, before you begin writing, consider the process whereby the U.S. Supreme Court decides which certiorari cases it will accept for review, the preparation by clerks and the chief or associate justice in each office for oral argument, oral argument before the Court, the Conference procedures whereby the justices decide following oral argument how they will vote to decide a case, and the majority opinion writing process. 
Essay Topic:
Provide a detailed description with a thorough step-by-step explanation of how you would change these procedures so that the U.S. Supreme Court would function more efficiently, could hear more than about 65-80 cases a term, and yet continue to provide a thorough consideration of the legal issues central to a given case and remain mindful of the legal and social impact of each majority decision.  

