Prof. Trachtenberg                                                                          Clayton State University
POLS 4500 Senior Seminar                                                                             Fall Semester 2011
Essay Examination One
Due Date:
Your examination will be prepared outside of class and emailed to the instructor by Noon, Monday, October 10th as a Word formatted attachment. The instructor will reply to your email verifying that your exam has been received; if you do not receive a reply by 5:00 p.m. on October 10th, it is likely your email was not delivered. Class will NOT meet on the examination due date.

Instructions:
Essay examinations will be double-spaced using the 12 point Times Roman font. Include as your first page a title page with your name, the course name and number, the examination number, and the date submitted. Your scored examination will be returned to you by email. While points will not specifically deduct points for grammar, syntax or spelling mistakes, remember, common sense dictates that a well written (i.e. correct grammar, punctuation, spelling, syntax, and clarity of meaning), logically organized, detailed, analytical essay, providing an in-depth treatment of the topic will earn more points than a short, poorly written, superficial treatment of the question. Provide a bibliography page at the end of your essay – do not list the textbook (I will assume you have used it in the development of your exam.). 
How long of an essay should you provide? If you have dealt clearly, effectively and fully with all aspects of the question asked, the answer with a bibliography page should be sufficient.
The facts and explanations provided in your essay will show how well you have researched and understand the essay question and its complexities, and how far you have gone beyond what is provided in the textbook. When using source materials, do not simply quote from or paraphrase, explain the meaning of the information you are using to build and support your arguments. 

Examination Question: (100 possible points) Please, remember that all work done on this examination must be only yours and yours alone. Plagiarism will result a zero score for this examination.

Begin with the United States Constitution and draft an updated version, keeping in mind Dr. Sabato’s arguments and recommendations and develop your own version of an updated “21st Century U.S. Constitution” (You may include any of his ideas you find workable, but make the new Constitution your own creation as a reflection of your ideas.). For each change in the original Constitution provide a detailed argument in support of what you are adding or deleting, drawing on relevant data and the relevant writings of scholars, journalists and political leaders. BE OBJECTIVE – keep in mind the U.S. Constitution is not meant to be an ideological document stating a position on the political issues of the day, but rather it is intended to be blueprint for the long term effective governance of a representative democracy. 

Format the essay exam to conform to that of the present U.S. Constitution with your argument for any change below each addition or deletion, proceedings in this way to the end of the 27th Amendment. When you have completed the essay your exam will resemble the appearance of the present U.S. Constitution, including all parts you have kept from the Preamble onward with the changes you have made and your accompanying argument for each change (The U.S. Constitution is provided in the Sabato textbook and, of course, the U.S. Constitution can be accessed on the Internet to be cut and pasted into your exam.).
