[image: image1.emf]
Course Syllabus

Spring Semester 2012

English 4114: Adolescent Literature (CRNS 24155 and 24938)
CRN: 24155 12:45 - 2:00 p.m. Tuesday & Thursday, Room T-101
CRN: 24938 5:00 – 6:15 p.m. Tuesday & Thursday, Room T-217
Course Catalog Description: A thematic study of literature for adolescent and young adult audiences. This study will analyze a broad representation of materials, including those which focus on a variety of ethnic groups, cultural experiences, and historical periods. (3.0 semester credit hours)
Course Prerequisites: ENGL 1102 and ENGL 2111, 2112, 2121, 2122, 2131, or 2132
Ms. Amy Sanford, Lecturer of English

Office: A&S, 210B 
Phone: 678-466-4807
E-mail: 

Office hours: 
10:00 – 11:00 and 2:30 - 4:30 on Tuesdays & Thursdays



Others by appointment

Individuals with disabilities who need to request accommodations or to obtain this document in an alternative format should contact the Office of Disability Services, Student Center room 255, 678-466-5445, or DisabilityResourceCenter@clayton.edu
CSU English Outcomes:

· Analyze and evaluate texts that reflect diverse genres, time periods, and cultures.
· Analyze the ways in which language and literature are related to class, culture, ethnicity, gender, histories, race, and sexuality.
· Conduct effective research and writing as it relates to the field of English studies, by using a variety of technological and information sources. 
CSU Learner Outcomes for Communication and Critical Thinking addressed in ENGL 4114 available at the websites listed below: 
http://a-s.clayton.edu/campbell/Outcomes/Core/CoreCommunicationsOutcomesAreaAMaster.htm 

http://a-s.clayton.edu/campbell/Outcomes/Core/CoreCriticalThinkingOutcomesAreaAMaster.htm 

CSU Teacher Education Outcomes: 
Each teacher education student in this course will 

• plan for student learning of literature in late elementary and secondary grades. 

• demonstrate appropriate knowledge of reading and literature content for pre-adolescents and adolescents in late elementary and secondary grades. 

• learn how to foster student well-being to support learning. 

• demonstrate the professional demeanor required to be a successful collaborative and reflective teacher. 

Teacher Education Standards and Outcomes: 
The content of this course syllabus correlates to education standards established by national and state education governing agencies, accrediting agencies and learned society/ professional education associations. Please refer to the course correlation matrices located at the following web site: 

http://a-s.clayton.edu/teachered/Standards%20and%20Outcomes.htm
Course Outcomes: 
Students will
1. Read and study a textbook on adolescent literature, short story and poetry selections, and novels that cover a variety of themes, genres, and topics of interest to preadolescents, adolescents, and young adults.
2. Consider thematic connections of texts representing a variety of genres of young adolescent literature.
3. Reflect on adolescent literature texts in response to the characteristics of good YA lit, personal response, and relevancy to adolescents’ language arts courses.
4. Complete an author study in order to understand better a young adult literature author’s approach to writing, craft, themes, and body of work.
5. Enter as both listener and participant into the ongoing professional conversation about adolescent literature and its role in English language arts.
6. Locate and use available resources to evaluate and recommend appropriate adolescent literature for students and themselves.
7. Determine possible ways to use adolescent literature to teach literary elements related to character (e.g., protagonist, antagonist, stereotypes, archetypes, characterization), structure (e.g., plot elements), craft (e.g., style), and language (e.g., metaphor, simile, analogy, allusion).

8. Understand the history and current implications of censorship of young adult literature. 
9. Explore how adolescent literature can enrich content knowledge. 
Course Materials:

Computer Requirement:
Each CSU student is required to have ready access throughout the semester to a notebook computer that meets faculty-approved hardware and software requirements for the student's academic program. Students will sign a statement attesting to such access.  For further information on CSU's Official Notebook Computer Policy, please go to http://itpchoice.clayton.edu/policy.htm. 
Computer Skill Prerequisites:

· Able to use the WindowsTM operating system 
· Able to use Microsoft WordTM word processing 
· Able to send and receive e-mail using OutlookTM or Outlook ExpressTM 
· Able to attach and retrieve attached files via email 
· Able to use a Web browser. 
In-class Use of Student Notebook Computers: Student notebook computers will not be used in the classroom in this course. Computers will be required to access course materials and to communicate with your instructor. 
Textbook (Available at the CSU Bookstore)
Nilsen, Allene P. and  Kenneth L. Donelson.  Literature for Today's Young Adults. 8th ed. New
York: Pearson. 2008.
Required Trade Books (Available at the CSU Bookstore):These books are in alphabetical order, which is not the order in which you will read them. 
Alexie, Sherman, and Ellen Forney. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian. New York:

Little, Brown, 2007. (ISBN# 9780316013697)

Anderson, Laurie Halse. Speak. New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, 1999. (ISBN#

9780141310886)

Collins, Suzanne. The Hunger Games. New York: Scholastic Press, 2008. (ISBN#

9780439023528)

Crutcher, Chris. Whale Talk. New York: Greenwillow Books, 2001. (ISBN# 9780061771316)

Curtis, Christopher Paul. The Watsons Go to Birmingham--1963. New York: Delacorte Press,

1995. (ISBN# 9780440228004)

Hinton, S. E. The Outsiders. New York: Viking Press, 1967. (ISBN# 9780140385724)

Howe, James. The Misfits. New York: Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2001. (ISBN#

9780689839566)

Sachar, Louis. Holes. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1998. (ISBN# 9780440228592)

Other texts:

Journal articles I will provide

Self-selected novels - These novels will not be in the CSU Bookstore, but you may find them in local libraries and book stores. You can also order them from online vendors or share with classmates who may have them. 
Mid-term Progress Report: Please keep up with your progress in class by recording grades you receive. (I’m happy to help you with averaging these during office hours). I will provide you a midterm average based on your graded work to date the week of the midpoint (the deadline for withdrawal without academic penalty.) Instructions for withdrawing are provided at this link.

The last day to withdraw without academic accountability is March 2, 2012.

Course Assessments: (You will be given more information about each of these assessments as the semester progresses. See the schedule for when they will be assigned and due.)
· Reader responses: (20%)

· 6 responses to literature. Students may choose to write about whichever books they choose but must include their selection for the censorship discussion and the group-selected theme-based book. Three must be completed before week 7. 
· Article abstract: In response to their own questions about adolescent literature, students will find and read a journal article and write an abstract of the article. (10 %)

· Small and Whole Group Work:  (These cannot be made up.) (10%)
· Completion of literature circle roles

· Text discussion protocols

· General class discussion 
· Author Study: Students will select an adolescent literature author and write a short paper about the author’s writing life and discuss two of the authors’ works. (20%)
· Non-fiction Connection presentation (5%)
· Using the book presentations. (15%)
· Annotated Bibliography (10%)

· Exam (10%)
Grading Scale:  

A=90-100%
B=80-89%
C=70-79%
D=60-69%
F=0-59% 
Course Policies:
General Policy
Students must abide by policies in the Clayton State University Student Handbook, and the Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities.
University Attendance Policy

Students are expected to attend and participate in every class meeting. Instructors establish specific policies relating to absences in their courses and communicate these policies to the students through the course syllabi. Individual instructors, based upon the nature of the course, determine what effect excused and unexcused absences have in determining grades and upon students’ ability to remain enrolled in their courses. The university reserves the right to determine that excessive absences, whether justified or not, are sufficient cause for institutional withdrawals or failing grades.

Course Attendance Policy 

Your attendance and thoughtful participation are crucial for your success. Thus, students who miss more than 20% of classes will be in danger of failing the course. Tardiness will not be tolerated.  Any student who is more than ten minutes late or who leaves class early will be marked absent.  Because so much of our work together will be based on discussions and presentation of work in class, if you miss 5 classes before the midpoint, you should consider withdrawing. Note: I follow the University Attendance Policy, including: “Students are expected to attend and participate in every class meeting. . . . The university reserves the right to determine that excessive absences, whether justified or not, are sufficient cause for institutional withdrawals or failing grades.”
Missed Work
Without a valid excuse, a grade of zero points will be assigned for the missed work. Oral projects will not be allowed to be presented late. Points will be deducted for late written work.  If the paper is more than 7 days (including weekends) late, it will not be accepted. I do not accept any late papers after the Friday before exam week 
Academic Dishonesty
Any type of activity that is considered dishonest by reasonable standards may constitute academic misconduct. The most common forms of academic misconduct are cheating and plagiarism All instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of zero for the work involved.  All instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Office of Student Life/Judicial Affairs.   Judicial procedures are described beginning on page 14 of the Student Handbook (Procedures for Adjudicating Alleged Academic Conduct Infractions  

Disruption of the Learning Environment: Behavior that disrupts the teaching and learning processes during class activities will not be tolerated, and a disruptive student may be dismissed from the course and may receive a grade of WF.  Please see <http://a-s.
Clayton.edu/DisruptiveClassroomBehavior.htm
Clayton.edu/DisruptiveClassroomBehavior.htm> for a full explanation. According to the Student Code of Conduct, behavior which disrupts the teaching–learning process during class activities will not tolerated. 

· While a variety of behaviors can be disruptive in a classroom setting, some include arriving late or leaving early, interrupting others, eating in class, playing music or using electronic devices, texting, and doing homework for another class. 

· More serious examples include belligerent, abusive, profane, and/or threatening language and/or behavior. 

· A student who fails to respond to reasonable faculty direction regarding classroom behavior and/or behavior while participating in classroom activities may be dismissed from class.  

· A student who is dismissed is entitled to due process and will be afforded such rights as soon as possible following dismissal.  

If found in violation, a student may be administratively withdrawn and may receive a grade of WF.
A more detailed description of examples of disruptive behavior and appeal procedures is provided at:  http://a-s.clayton.edu/DisruptiveClassroomBehavior.htm

Writing Assistance
The Writers’ Studio 224 is located in the A&S building, room 224.  There you can talk with trained writing tutors about your writing projects.  They are available to work with you at any stage of your paper, from generating ideas to organizing your paper to understanding how to format it correctly.  The service is free; you may drop in and wait for a tutor or sign up for a regular appointment.  But remember: you, not your tutor, are ultimately responsible for the quality and content of the papers you submit.

 http://a-s.clayton.edu/english/Writers%27_Studio/default.html
Operation Study
 At Clayton State University, we expect and support high motivation and academic achievement. Look for Operation Study activities and programs this semester that are designed to enhance your academic success such as study sessions, study breaks, workshops, and opportunities to earn Study Bucks (for use in the University Bookstore) and other items
Note:  The above procedures are subject to change throughout the semester.
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