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Human Development    2103
Syllabus Fall 2008   
Instructor: 
 Scott Ragsdale

Email: scottragsdale@clayton.edu

Office Hours: by appointment only

Mail Box:  Peachtree City Campus Office 

 Phone:  678-213-2194 Ex 108
Text: Developing Person Through the Life Span, 7th Ed.   Berger,K  

ISBN: 13-978-0-7167-6072-6
Course Description:

Psychology 2130 Human Development is an overview of the development of the human organism from conception to death including the biological, cognitive, and psych-social domains for each stage of life.

Students will complete the following objectives:

1. understanding of the scientific process and the statistical basis of developmental research

2. compare and contrast the major theories of human development

3. recognize the ways in which human developmental stages play a role in our life experience

4. understand and apply the major developmental concepts, theories, and constructs

5. understand and apply the three developmental domains to each stage of life

The content of this course correlates to education standards established by national and state education governing agencies, accrediting agencies, and learned society/ professional education associations.   Please refer to the course correlation matrices located at the following web site:
http://a-s.clayton.edu/teachered/Standards%20and%20Outcomes.htm

COURSE GRADE
All Grades will be computed based upon the Clayton State University scale.
Course Grade:

Test #1


13.3 %


Research  Project #1

2.5%

Test#2


13.3 %


Research Project #2

2.5%

Test#3


13.3 %


Research Project  #3

2.5%

Test#4/Final

55 %


Research  Project #4

2.5%




90%






10%
Final Exam : The final Exam is given on campus and will cover the entire course.

This exam must be completed to receive credit for the course- no exceptions.
Research Project Instructions and the Class Schedule for due dates and testing dates are posted on WebCt Vista.
Success in an Online/ Hybrid Class:
· Student success in an Online/Hybrid class is greatly dependent on the following:

· Downloading the Power Point from WebCT to My Document File.

· Printing the PowerPoint slides and bringing them to the scheduled class.

· Taking additional study notes on the printed power point documents in class.

· Using the Study Mate posted  on WebCT on a daily basis to practice learning key terms and concepts.

· Checking course Announcements and student email daily.

· Daily study, practice and review between testing periods.

Student Responsibilty
· Have access to, or, own a computer.

· Have a working online server that is high speed DSL.

· Go  to the  Clayton State University main campus  library or a public library if  your computer, printer, or online server fail.  

· Plan Ahead for emergencies and do not wait to the last hour to complete assignments or online tests.

· Contact the HUB for computer and server issues.

 ALL COURSE DOCUMENTS ARE ON WebCT. 

Grades will be posted on WebCT as a courtesy to students but may contain discrepancies from the official grade book.

Additional study aides- Discussion Questions, Study Mate- can be found on your WebCT course on your DUCK home page

Course Policies
HONOR CODE:
Students must complete their own work. 

No talking or looking on other papers during exams.

Violations will result in a grade of “0” for the exam / project.

MISSED TESTS:
A Make-Up Test will be granted ONLY when a student request  is made and:

1. the  student contacts the professor a least 24 hrs in advance.

2. the absence can be DOCUMENTED  and is related to serious illness, death in immediate family, or auto accident.

3. work, family, and other issues ARE NOT legitimate absences

4. ALL Make-up Tests MUST be taken before the next scheduled class meeting.

5. All  Make-up Tests will be taken in the professor's office during

regular office hours.  Students must arrange their schedule to comply.

6. Make-Up Tests ARE NOT the same as the regular scheduled tests.

      Make-Up Tests are more difficult because students had additional study time.

7. LATE STUDENTS will not be allowed take any tests once a test has been distributed to the class.  Please look and do not enter the room. 

    Students late for the Final Test (#4) will not be allowed to take the Final Test and will not be allowed to take a Make-Up Test.  No exceptions.
DO NOT MISS  or BE LATE for

REGULARLY SCHEDULED TESTS 

   PLAN AHEAD and ARRIVE EARLY on campus to compensate for all   unexpected delays and interruptions. 

CLASS ATTENDANCE:
Roll is taken at the beginning of every class.  

Students who arrive late WILL NOT be counted as present for the class.  

 BE ON TIME.

Attendance is VITAL to student success. 
All assigned material will besubject to

testing but may not be covered in class.  Class instruction is designed to enhance student learning with clarification and examples.

 Every class is VITAL to student  understanding and success.

 Students who are frequently absent from class will not be given extra credit opportunities.
****Students who miss 25% of the scheduled classes will be subject to Involuntary Withdrawal by the Instructor with a grade of WF*******
Disruptive Classroom Behavior
Disruptive behavior in the classroom can negatively affect the classroom 

environment as well as the educational experience for students enrolled in the 

course. 

Disruptive behavior is defined as any behaviors that hamper the ability 

of instructors to teach or students to learn. 

Common examples of disruptive behaviors include, but are not limited to:
· Eating in class 

· Monopolizing classroom discussions 

· Failing to respect the rights of other students to express their viewpoints 

· Talking when the instructor or others are speaking 

· Constant questions or interruptions which interfere with the instructor’s 

· presentation 

· Overt inattentiveness (e.g., sleeping or reading the paper in class) 

· Creating excessive noise 

· Entering the class late or leaving early 

· Use of pagers or cell phones in the classroom 

· Inordinate or inappropriate demands for time or attention 

· Poor personal hygiene (e.g., noticeably offensive body odor) 

· Refusal to comply with faculty direction 

Students exhibiting these types of behaviors can expect a warning from the 

instructor or dismissal for the lesson in which the behavior occurs. Failure to 

correct such behaviors can result in dismissal from the course.
More extreme examples of disruptive behavior include, but are not limited to:
· Use of profanity or pejorative language 

· Intoxication 

· Verbal abuse of instructor or other students (e.g., taunting, badgering, 

· intimidation) 

· Harassment of instructor or other students 

· Threats to harm oneself or others 

· Physical violence 

Students exhibiting these more extreme examples of disruptive behavior may be dismissed from the lesson or the entire course.

Students dismissed from a lesson will leave the classroom immediately or may be 

subject to additional penalties. Dismissed students are responsible for any 

course material or assignments missed.

Students dismissed from a course have the right to appeal the dismissal to the department head responsible for the course. Appeals beyond the department head may also be pursued. If no appeal is made or the appeal is unsuccessful, the student will receive a grade o WF (withdrawal – failing) regardless of the current grade in the course.

Conditions attributed to physical or psychological disabilities are not 

considered as a legitimate excuse for disruptive behavior.

“Students must abide by policies in the Clayton State University Student Handbook and the Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities.”

· Student Handbook link: http://adminservices.clayton.edu/studentaffairs/StudentHandbook/foreword.htm
· Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities link: http://a-s.clayton.edu/BasicUndergraduateStudentResponsibilities.htm
· Academic misconduct policies:  refer to the Office of Student Life/Judicial Affairs and  Judicial procedures at http://adminservices.clayton.edu/judicial/
Disability Services:

Individuals who need to request accommodations should contact the Disability Services Coordinator, Student Center 255, 678.466.5445 disabilityservices@clayton.edu
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