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POLS 1101 American Government
Fall 2011
Course Syllabus
Section 09 (CRN 88445 or 88909)
3 semester credit hours (3-0-3)(No prerequisite)

Mon. Wed., Fri. 2:00 – 2:50 p.m.

University Center 267
Instructor Information

	Professor Sean Mattie, Ph.D.
	Office: Clayton Hall T115

	Email: seanmattie@clayton.edu
When emailing, each student MUST use his or her CSU email account, else no reply.
	Office Telephone: 678-466-4801

Office Hours: M,W,F 1:00-1:55 and 3:00-4:55 p.m.
or by appointment

	Homepage: http://a-s.clayton.edu/smattie


Course Overview

This course is a survey of the principles, institutions, and development of United States politics, with an emphasis on the U.S. Constitution and the national government and a look at Georgia state government.

Textbook and Readings 

· Dautrich and Yalof, American Government (edition for Clayton State University)

· Lesson presentations on each topic, posted to GeorgiaVIEW (accessed through the SWAN login page)
· Occasional primary source documents (indicated by * on the schedule below, and located on GeorgiaVIEW)
Learning Outcomes

The course intends for students to: learn the principles and process of political decision-making in the United States; understand how the Constitution authoritatively orders that process; understand the Georgia constitution and how it orders political decision-making in the state.
Graded Assignments (Further details on professor’s homepage)

· Three examinations on reading and class content [each 100 possible points]
· Three tests on world geography (see GeorgiaVIEW for information) [each 10 possible points] 
Course Grade (as Total Points Earned)
298-330 = A; 265-297 = B; 230-264 = C; 198-229 = D; 197 or less: F
NOTE 1: You are allowed to make up one exam (or geography test) that you miss on its scheduled day. Make-up period will be during the session of the final exam.

NOTE 2: Excellent class participation may raise a student’s course grade by as much as a letter.
NOTE 3: An extra credit assignment (worth up to an additional twenty points) is available. See GeorgiaVIEW.

(continued…)

Attendance, Lateness, Absence
The professor expects you to attend all sessions, and reads the class roll at the beginning of each session. 

Lateness disrupts the proper atmosphere in the classroom for learning and distracts your fellow students. Thus, the course’s lateness policy is the following: 

Class begins with the calling of the class roll. If you are not present when your name is called, you are officially absent—no matter if or when you arrive after.
Do not ask the professor after the session to mark you present on the roll. He will not.

The course’s absence policy (remember - each instance of lateness counts as an absence) is the following:

You are allowed 3 absences. No excuses are necessary. Each absence beyond 3 lowers your course grade by 5%, or one half a letter-grade. No excuses are accepted.

“Mid-Term” Progress Report

Each student will receive a mid-term grade (based on graded assignments to date), posted on the DUCK, by October 7, the last day by which to withdraw from the course with a “W” grade.
Classroom Conduct and Civility

For the professors to teach and students to learn effectively, it requires both ethical behavior by the individual student and a civil and respectful environment in the classroom. As a Clayton State University student, you are responsible for reading, understanding, and abiding by the Clayton State University Student Code of Conduct, which addresses both academic honesty (anti-plagiarism) and classroom conduct. It is online here. 
In particular, please observe the following decorum during class sessions:

Give the class your undivided attention by not talking as the professor is teaching the material. However, the professor would be more than happy to receive your comments and questions when you raise your hand. 

Give the class your undivided attention by TURNING OFF AND STOWING ALL ELECTRONICS. This includes notebook computers, smart phones, IM devices, and mp3 players. You will not need any of these items during class and their use in class will be distracting both to you and those around you. 
Disciplinary action: Any student that does not comply with this policy will be asked to leave the class session and will be counted as absent for it, with the absence policy (above) applying.
If you come to class late, please take your seat QUIETLY. If you must leave class early, please inform the professor before class begins.

Children are not permitted in any Clayton State University classroom.

Computer Policy and Related Requirements
University policy requires that all students have access to a computer. Please contact the HUB to have your computer set up with sufficient software for coursework, internet access, and emailing.

HOWEVER, as declared above, use of notebook computers is neither needed nor permitted during class sessions. Those students who happen to carry notebook computers with them to class should keep them stowed during class sessions.

Disability Accommodations

Individuals with disabilities who need to request accommodations should contact the Disability Services Coordinator, Student Center 255, 678-466-5445, disabilityservices@mail.clayton.edu.

Operation Study
At Clayton State University, we expect and support high motivation and academic achievement. Look for Operation Study activities and programs this semester that are designed to enhance your academic success such as study sessions, study breaks, workshops, and opportunities to earn Study Bucks (for use in the University Bookstore) and other items.
SCHEDULE

(tentative)

WEEK ONE 

8/15
Introduction
8/17

Fundamentals of Politics

Reading: posted lesson presentation
8/19
Fundamentals of American Politics

Reading: The Declaration of Independence (in Appendix of textbook), plus posted lesson presentation
WEEK TWO

8/22, 8/24, 8/26

Fundamentals of American Politics: The Constitution

Reading: American Government, Chapter 2 and Annotated Constitution, plus posted lesson presentations
WEEK THREE

8/29, 8/31, 9/2

Fundamentals of American Politics: The Constitution
Reading: American Government, Chapter 2 and Annotated Constitution, plus posted lesson presentations
WEEK FOUR

9/7, 9/9 [no session Mon. 9/5]

Citizenship: Rights and Duties
Readings: President Washington, Farewell Address (excerpt) (1796)*; President Jefferson, First Inaugural (excerpt) (1801)*; Pres. Lincoln, First Inaugural (excerpt 1) (1861)* plus posted lesson presentations
WEEK FIVE
9/12, 9/14, 9/16

Fundamentals of American Politics: Federalism

Reading: American Government, Chapter 3, plus posted lesson presentation
WEEK SIX
9/19

Geography Test 1

9/21

Examination 1
9/23

Review of Exam 1 results
Georgia Constitution and Government

Reading: American Government, “Georgia’s Constitution and Government” (located after second blue divider in textbook); GA Constitution (Table of Contents) [link on GeorgiaVIEW]*, plus posted lesson presentation
(continued…)
WEEK SEVEN

9/26, 9/28

Georgia Constitution and Government

Reading: American Government, “Georgia’s Constitution and Government” (located after second blue divider in textbook); GA Constitution (Table of Contents) [link on GeorgiaVIEW]*, plus posted lesson presentation
9/30
Public Opinion: Liberal
Reading: American Government, Chapter 10
Reading: Pres. F.D. Roosevelt, State of the Union Address [excerpt] (1944)*; President L.B. Johnson, Great Society Address (1964)*; Pres. Obama, Address to Congress on Health Care (2009)* plus lesson presentation
WEEK EIGHT

10/3 

Public Opinion: Liberal (cont.)
Reading: American Government, Chapter 10
Reading: Pres. F.D. Roosevelt, State of the Union Address [excerpt] (1944)*; President L.B. Johnson, Great Society Address (1964)*; Pres. Obama, Address to Congress on Health Care (2009)* plus lesson presentation

10/5, 10/7

Public Opinion: Conservative
Reading: Sen. Goldwater, Address Accepting Republican Presidential Nomination (1964)*; President Reagan, Inaugural Address (1981)*; Rep. Cantor, Editorials on Health Care, Spending, etc. (2009-2010)* plus posted lesson presentation
WEEK NINE

10/10, 10/12, 10/14

Political Parties
Reading: American Government, Chapter 13, plus posted lesson presentation
WEEK TEN

10/17, 10/19 

Elections (including review of 2010 election, preview of 2012 election)

Reading: American Government, Chapter 15, plus posted lesson presentation
10/21

Congress, Pt. 1 (organization)
Reading: American Government, Chapter 6, plus posted lesson presentation
WEEK ELEVEN

10/24, 10/26, 10/28

Congress. Pt. 2 (process of legislating)
Reading: American Government, Chapter 6, plus posted lesson presentation
Congress, Pt. 3 (relation to other branches)
Reading: American Government, Chapter 6, plus posted lesson presentation
WEEK TWELVE

10/31, 11/2, 11/4

The Presidency (powers and historical development)
Reading: American Government, Chapter 7, plus posted lesson presentation
The Presidency (foreign policy history and role)
Reading: American Government, Chapter 7, plus posted lesson presentation
(continued…)

WEEK THIRTEEN

11/7

Geography Test 2
11/9

Examination 2
11/11
Review of Exam 2 results
The Federal Judiciary (powers and structure)
Reading: American Government, Chapter 9, plus posted lesson presentation
WEEK FOURTEEN

11/14, 11/16, 11/18

The Federal Judiciary (powers and structure) (cont.)
Reading: American Government, Chapter 9, plus posted lesson presentation
WEEK FIFTEEN

11/21 [no session Wed. 11/23 or Fri. 11/25]
The Federal Judiciary (judicial review and judicial policymaking)
Reading: Pres. Jackson, Bank Veto Message (excerpt 2) (1832)*; Pres. Lincoln, First Inaugural (excerpt 2) (1861)*, plus posted lesson presentation
WEEK SIXTEEN

11/28, 11/30, 12/2
Foreign and Military Policy

Reading: American Government, Chapter 18, plus posted lesson presentation
Geography Test 3 and Exam 3 (“Final Exam”): Wednesday, Dec. 7, 12:30 – 2:30 p.m.
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