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Forensic Fingerprint Learning Objectives
1. Know what the Bertillon measurement system was.

2. Know who wrote the book entitled Finger Prints in 1892.

3. Explain the event that happened in 1903 that became the most major setback for the Bertillon measurement system.

4. Know the judge’s ruling in the case of United States v. Byron C. Mitchell.

5. Know the three fundamental principles of fingerprints.

6. Do any of your ten fingers have identical friction ridges?  Why or why not?

7. Do identical twins have identical fingerprints?

8. Given a sample fingerprint, be able to locate and name four types of characteristic ridges.

9. Know the skin layer that determines the friction ridges characteristics that are observed in fingerprint impressions.

10. Be able to explain what John Dillinger did to his fingerprints.  Why did he do this and was he successful?

11. List the 8 classifications for fingerprint ridge patterns and be able to identify each given sample prints.

12. Of the three main classes of fingerprint ridge patterns, know the percentage occurrence of each.

13. Be able to identify a delta, a core, and type lines.

14. Be able to explain how AFIS works and how it is used.

15. List the three types of fingerprints that may be found at a crime scene and describe each.

16. List seven techniques used to visualize latent prints.  Know how each technique works and on what types of surfaces each technique works best.  Know whether the technique is destructive or nondestructive to the print.
17. Be able to name the chemical compound that is sold under the commercial name “Super Glue”.

18. Know why fingerprint photographers use a camera that has been fitted with an adaptor.  What is the purpose of the adaptor?

19. Explain the process used to lift latent prints.
