POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
POLS 1101 - American Government (3-0-3) An introductory level survey of the American political system in an international context, emphasizing across cultural approach to the study of the structure and processes of policy decision-making. The course incorporates comparison of the American political system and other types of political systems. The course also includes the study of world geography, emphasizing knowledge of the global configuration of nation states.

POLS 2101 - Introduction to Political Science (3-0-3) An introduction to concepts and methods appropriate to the understanding and analysis of individual and group political behavior and political systems. [Note: Learning Support students who are required to take ENGL 0099 and/or READ 0099 must exit the requirement(s) before they can enroll in this course.] Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 2401 - Introduction to Global Issues (3-0-3) An examination of current global issues. [Note: Learning Support students who are required to take ENGL 0099 and/or READ 0099 must exit the requirement(s) before they can enroll in this course.] Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 3212 - State and Local Government (3-0-3) State and Local Government provides an in depth study of the political process and administrative procedures used in American state and local governments to address social, economic, and political issues. Comparative analysis of relevant factors across the states are incorporated into the course. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 3320 - Public Policy (3-0-3) Public Policy provides an analysis of selected public policy issues and the interplay of organizations and politics in the policymaking process. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 3323 - Comparative Politics (3-0-3) Comparative Politics is an introduction to the comparative approaches for the study of politics, focusing on patterns of development and change in contemporary political systems. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101
 
POLS 3343 - Principles of Public Administration (3-0-3) Public Administration examines the methods and procedures of governmental administration and the control of public bureaucracies in democratic societies. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101
 
POLS 3350 - International Relations (3-0-3) International Relations examines the international order, conflict and war, determinants of foreign policy, global actors and the dynamics of political interaction between nation-states. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101
 
POLS 3360 - The U.S. Congress (3-0-3) The U.S. Congress and the Legislative Process presents an in-depth treatment of the origins, development, operation of the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives.  Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101


POLS 3370 - The U.S. Presidency (3-0-3) The U.S. Presidency examines the historical development of the presidency, the constitutional powers, the personalities, the roles and the relationship with other governmental entities. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 3380 - Interest Groups and Political Parties (3-0-3) Interest Groups and Political Parties examines the nature, structure and functions of interest groups and political parties in differing national cultural contexts with particular attention to electoral activity and their role in the policy making process. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101
 
POLS 3382 - Women and Politics (3-0-3) Women and Politics examines the social status and political activities of women in America and other societies, exploring the causes, methods, and results of political involvement by women. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 3385 - Campaigns and Elections (3-0-3) Campaigns and Elections provides an in-depth look at the process of selecting governmental leaders in the United States. Includes a segment on foreign elections. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 3386 - Mass Media and Politics (3-0-3) Mass Media and Politics examines the role of the mass media in society. Emphasis is placed on the media's role in the social, legal and political processes in the United States , as well as other democratic and non-democratic countries. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4420 - Political Philosophy (3-0-3) Political Philosophy is a A survey of the political thought of such great thinks as Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Burke, Hume, Hegel, Mill and Marx emphasizing the aspects of their thought most relevant to the development of Western political institutions.  Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4421 - American Political Thought 1620 to the Present (3-0-3) American Political Thought 1620 to the Present concentrates on the development and explication of American political ideas and eras from the colonial era to the present. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4422 - African American Political Thought (3-0-3) African American Political Thought examines major African American Political thinkers and activists.  Historical and contemporary thinkers will be included. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4424 - Judicial Process (3-0-3) Judicial Process examines courts and judges as agents in the political system; focus is on the judicial decision-making process, with attention to psychological and other variables in that process. Relation of judicial process to legislative, administrative and electoral processes emphasized. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4425 - Constitutional Law (3-0-3) Constitutional Law is the study of the constitutional divisions of power among the branches of the national government and between the national and state governments, and the application and interpretation of constitutional protections by the American courts. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4426 - Civil Liberties (3-0-3) Civil Liberties is an intensive study of the rights of Americans as guaranteed by the Constitution. The changing character of civil liberties problems in the United States will be stressed with attention given to the legal, historical and political context of the cases studied. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4427 - Equal Rights in America (3-0-3) Equal Rights in America provides an in-depth investigation into the major accomplishments and shortfalls of the Civil Rights Movement from 1954-1968.  It will also cover current equality issues that arose from and after this movement.  These would include:  gender, sexual orientation, immigration and economic inequalities.  Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4450 - American Foreign Policy (3-0-3) American Foreign Policy explores the conduct, substantive policy issues and problems associated with American foreign policy. The contemporary aspects and problems evolving out of and confronted by American foreign policy. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4451 - Politics of Europe (3-0-3) Politics of Europe is designed to acquaint students with political institutions and processes of individual European nations and regional organizations including NATO and the European Union in the post-Soviet era. Particular emphasis will be placed on analysis of the relations of these countries with the United States on selected issues of contemporary relevance.  This course examines key countries and studies their political structure in detail. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4452 - Politics of Asia (3-0-3) Politics of Asia examines contemporary sociopolitical and economic characteristics needed to understand the many countries of Asia . In addition, a "country profile" approach will also be used. Particular emphasis will be placed on analysis of the relations of these countries with the United States on selected issues of contemporary relevance. This course examines key countries and studies their political structure in detail. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4453 - Politics of Africa (3-0-3) Politics of the Africa examines contemporary sociopolitical and economic characteristics needed to understand the many countries of Africa. In addition, a "country profile" approach will also be used. Particular emphasis will be placed on analysis of the relations of these countries with the United States on selected issues of contemporary relevance. This course examines key countries and studies their political structure in detail.  Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4454 - Politics of the Middle East (3-0-3) Politics of the Middle East examines contemporary sociopolitical and economic characteristics needed to understand regional culture in the many countries of the Middle East/North Africa. The role of Islam, the Gulf War, the quest for development, the Palestine issue, and democracy versus authoritarianism are themes that will be covered in the course. In addition, a "country profile" approach will also be used. Particular emphasis will be placed on analysis of the relations of these countries with the United States on selected issues of contemporary relevance. This course examines key countries and studies their political structure in detail. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4455 - Politics of Latin America (3-0-3) Politics of Latin America is designed to acquaint students with political institutions and processes of nations in the region. Particular emphasis will be placed on analysis of the relations of these countries with the United States on selected issues of contemporary relevance. This course examines key countries and studies their political structure in detail. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101
  
POLS 4490 - (3-0-3) Internship/Practicum in Political Science (3-0-3) Internship/Practicum will constitute an independent (individual or small group) political science project applying social sciences methodology, research and analysis to actual political environments. The student will prepare and submit a significant political science paper and or project. This course may be successfully completed a maximum of two times for a total of 6 credit hours. Requires the approval of the Political Science Program Coordinator. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4491 - (6-0-6) Internship/Practicum in Political Science (3-0-3) Internship/Practicum will constitute an independent (individual or small group) political science project applying social sciences methodology, research and analysis to actual political environments. The student will prepare and submit a significant political science paper and or project. Requires the approval of the Political Science Program Coordinator. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4500 - Senior Seminar in Political Science (3-0-3) Senior Seminar is open only to political science majors in their senior year (i.e. 90+ hours in the program). The seminar will emphasize readings and discussion concerning political topics of broad significance. Students will complete a project requiring the application of social sciences research analysis and interpretation.  Requires the approval of the Political Science Program Coordinator. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4501 Senior Thesis (3-0-3) Senior Thesis is the second course in a two course political science program capstone learning experience required of all undergraduate political science majors. Political Science majors will research and compose a written senior thesis on an approved topic under the direction of the POLS 4500 Senior Seminar and POLS 4501 Senior Thesis course instructor/s. Requires the approval of the Political Science Program Coordinator. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101 and POLS 4500

POLS 4701 – Study Abroad (3-0-3) Study Abroad students participating in a University sanctioned program for academic credit may receive academic credit towards their undergraduate degree in political science. Requires the approval of the Office of International Programs Director. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4702 – Study Abroad (3-0-3) Study Abroad students participating in a University sanctioned program for academic credit may receive academic credit towards their undergraduate degree in political science. Requires the approval of the Office of International Programs Director. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4703 – Study Abroad (3-0-3) Study Abroad students participating in a University sanctioned program for academic credit may receive academic credit towards their undergraduate degree in political science. Requires the approval of the Office of International Programs Director. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4800 - Selected Topics in Political Science (3-0-3) Selected Topics in Government course will present significant topics in political science not covered by other courses in the curriculum. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

POLS 4900 - Independent Study in Political Science with Directed Research and Readings (3-0-3) Independent Study in Political Science may be arranged in consultation with a faculty member and approved by the department head. This course may be successfully completed a maximum of two times for a total of 6 credit hours. Requires the approval of the Political Science Program Coordinator. Prerequisite(s): POLS 1101

