CLAYTON STATE UNIVERSITY

PSYC 3800: SUBSTANCE ABUSE
COURSE SYLLABUS

FALL 2009
Instructor:  Michael Faison, S.S.P.  
Time: Monday,Wednesday 6:30-7:45pm.


E-mail: michaelfaison@clayton.edu   
Location: Clayton Hall T201
Phone: 678-409-3074

                        Office Hours: By appointment only

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course is an overview of drugs and drug use from a variety of perspectives including behavioral, pharmacological, historical, social, legal and clinical.  Embedded within the course will be opportunities for students to connect with their particular interests through brief field experience assignments.  This course will also explore local and state resources related to the prevention and treatment of addiction through supplemental readings and guest speakers.  
“Individuals with disabilities who need to request accommodations should contact Disability Services Coordinator, Student Center 255, 678-466-5445, disabiltyservices@clayton.edu”

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

As a result of completing this course the student will demonstrate understanding of the following:

1. The historical foundations of drug use in America as well as what longitudinal studies suggest about current drug use and future trends.
2. Vocabulary and classifications associated with the identification and treatment of drugs. 
3. Major treatment modalities including behavioral, cognitive and pharmacological.
4. State and local laws/sanctions related to drug use and possession.
5. Various assessment tools used to measure an individuals level of substance abuse.
6. How specific drugs such as marijuana and cocaine affect human behavior and alter normal body functions.
7. Basic knowledge of the recovery process through exposure to local treatment facilities and organizations such as Narcotics Anonymous and Alcoholics Anonymous.
PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM OUTCOMES:

1. Understand and apply major concepts, findings, and theoretical perspectives of            psychology.

2. Evaluate research critically and apply research methodologies used in psychology.

3. Communicate effectively and professionally both orally and in writing.

4. Demonstrate an understanding of the roles, responsibilities, and career opportunities for those with psychology-related degrees.

5. Understand and apply the ethical standards set forth by the American Psychological Association.

TEXT: 

Hart, C.L., Ksir, C., & Ray, O.(2009). Drugs, Society, and Behavior (12th) New York: McGraw Hill.

CLASS POLICIES:

Students are required to attend class each week, arrive promptly and remain until class is dismissed.  It is incumbent upon any student that is absent from class to obtain class notes and information about homework assignments.  If a student anticipates that he or she will be absent from class, the instructor should be notified in advance.

All homework and assignments must be computer generated and handed in at the beginning of class.  If a student is unable to attend class, he or she should have another student bring his or her homework to class or send it to the instructor via e-mail.  Late assignments will be deducted 25% for each day late.  No assignments will be accepted more than two business days after the due date.  Late assignments should be delivered directly to the instructor via appointment or e-mail.

Make-up quizzes or examinations are not permitted and they will only be administered in extraordinary circumstances (i.e. severe illness, death in family, etc.) and at the sole discretion of the instructor. (Verifiable Documentation will be Required from a Doctor or other Competent Authority).
Students must abide by the policies in the Clayton State University Student Handbook and the Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities.”   Student Handbook Link: http://adminservices.clayton.edu/studentaffairs/StudentHandbook/foreword.htm.  


Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities Link: http:a-s.clayton.edu/BasicUndergraduateStudentResponsibilities.htm

Academic misconduct will not be tolerated.  Students must abide by the policies set forth by the Office of Student Life/Judicial Affairs.  CSU judicial procedures are available for review at http://adminservices.clayton.edu/judicial/ 
A student who stops attending class will receive a grade of “F”.  To receive a “W” grade, the student must officially withdraw from the course by the semester mid-term withdrawal date (October 9th). Mid-term grades will be submitted by October 6th    and will reflect approximately 30% of the entire course grade. 
COURSE REQUIREMNTS:

EXAM 1 (100pts)

SUBSTANCE ABUSE DIRECTORY (80pts)

EXAM 2 (100pts)

GROUP RESEARCH PAPER/PRESENTATION(10-12 PAGES; APA STYLE) (100pts)

FINAL EXAM (100pts)

CLASS PARTICIPATION/ATTENDANCE (100pts)

POP QUIZZES (Based on assigned readings) (Extra Credit Points)

GRADES: 

Grades will be assigned as follows:



A= 540-580 pts



B= 490-539 pts


            C= 430-489 pts



D= 360-429 pts



F= 0-359 pts

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS

	Aug. 17, 2009

(M)


	· Icebreakers

· Introduction to course/syllabus review/review of textbook


	· (Hart) Read Chapter 1 

	Aug. 19, 2009

(W)
	Drug Use: An Overview
	· (Hart) Read Chapter 2 



	Aug. 24,2009

(M)

	Drug Use: An Overview cont.

	

	Aug. 26, 2009

(W)


	Drug Use as a Social Problem
	· (Hart) Read Chapter 3 



	Aug. 31, 2009

(M)
	Drug Products and their Regulations

	

	Sept. 2, 2009

(W)


	Drug Products and their Regulations cont.

	· (Hart) Read Chapter 4 



	Sept. 7, 2009

(M)
	Labor Day
No Class

	

	Sept. 9, 2009

(W)


	The Nervous System.


	

	Sept. 14, 2009

(M)
	The Nervous System cont.


	· (Hart) Read Chapter 5


	
	
	

	Sept. 16, 2009

(W)


	The Actions of Drugs

	· (Hart) Read Chapter 6



	
	
	

	Sept. 21, 2009

(M)


	Stimulants

	

	Sept. 23, 2009

(W)


	Exam 1

	· (Hart) Read Chapter 7


	Sept. 28, 2009

(M)
	Depressants and Inhalants

Discussion of Substance Abuse Directories

	Substance Abuse Directory Due

	Sept. 30, 2009

(W)


	Depressants and Inhalants cont.

	· (Hart) Read Chapter 8


	
	
	

	Oct. 5, 2009

(M)


	Medication for Mental Disorders


	

	Oct. 7, 2009

(W)
	Medication for Mental Disorders

Cont.

	· (Hart) Read Chapter 9


	Oct. 12, 2009

(M)


	Alcohol

	

	Oct. 14, 2009

(W)
	Alcohol cont.
	· (Hart) Read Chapter 10

	Oct. 19, 2009

(M)


	Tobacco

	

	Oct. 21, 2009

(W)


	Guest Speaker

Mr. Curtis McKeithan
Fulton Co. Drug Court
	

	Oct. 26, 2009

(M)


	 Exam 2
	· (Hart) Read Chapter 11


	Oct. 28, 2009

(W)


	Caffeine
	

	Nov. 2, 2009

(M)


	Guest Speaker

Assistant District Attorney

Fulton Co. Criminal Court
	· (Hart) Read Chapter 13


	Nov.4, 2009

(W)


	Opioids

	· (Hart) Read Chapter 14


	Nov. 9, 2009

(M)


	Hallucinogens
	· (Hart) Read Chapter 15


	Nov. 11, 2009

(W)


	Marijuana
	

	Nov. 16, 2009

(M)


	Group Research Paper Presentations

	All Research Papers are Due

	Nov. 18, 2009

(W)


	Group Research Paper Presentations
	

	Nov. 23, 2009

(M)


	Group Research Paper Presentations
	

	Nov. 25, 2009

(W)


	THANKSGIVING
NO CLASS
	

	Nov. 30, 2009

(M)


	Group Research Paper Presentations
	

	Dec.2, 2009

(W)


	Final Exam
	


