Syllabus For

 PARA 1225
FAMILY LAW

Spring 2007
INSTRUCTOR CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Matthew S. Cornick

Office: T-109C

E-mail: mattcornick@clayton.edu
Phone:  678.466.4639 
PREREQUISITES/COREQUISITES

Prerequisite(s): PARA 1101, 1103 recommended
Corequisite(s):  None
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course focuses on marriage, annulment, antenuptial agreements, divorce and adoption.  Students prepare all of the documentation necessary to file a divorce.  
NOTE: It is the student's responsibility to drop this course during the drop/add period if he or she has not properly satisfied the prerequisite/corequisite requirements. If the student has not satisfied the prerequisite/corequisite requirements and does not drop the course during the drop/add period, the instructor will advise the registrar's office to drop the student from the course. The student will receive a grade of "W" and no refund will be given. The student alone will be responsible for any loss of funds or financial aid that may result.

NUMBER OF REQUIRED ON-CAMPUS MEETINGS

Class will meet on campus on alternate Saturdays from 9:00 am – 3:15 pm.
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND/OR LEARNING OUTCOMES

· Learn the elements of a valid marriage.

· Discuss the future of marriage (same-sex marriage & domestic partnerships).

· Learn about antenuptial agreements.

· Learn about annulment.

· Learn about divorce (grounds, procedure, etc.).

· Learn how to prepare the documents required in a divorce.

· Learn about alimony, property distributions and child support.

· Learn about child custody and visitation.

· Learn about enforcement and modification of a divorce decree.

· Learn the tax consequences of divorce.

· Learn about adoption and adoption procedure.

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS

University policy states each CSU student is required to have ready access throughout the semester to a notebook computer that meets faculty-approved hardware and software requirements for the student's academic program  (as part of the registration process, students agree to this). See http://itpchoice.clayton.edu for full details of this policy. Your computer should meet the given minimum specifications for the School of Technology as listed at http://itpchoice.clayton.edu/. 

This particular class has the following technology requirements:

You do not need to bring your laptop to class or to class everyday.  

1.  You must have access to the Internet, either through the local area network on campus, or through an Internet Service Provider (ISP) of your choice (the costs for the ISP are your responsibility).  No excuses will be accepted for inability to access the Internet.

2.
You must activate your CSU Student E-mail account.  For directions on activation, go to http://thehub.clayton.edu/ and click on Guides.

3.  Other Requirements: None.

COMPUTER COMPETENCIES

None.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
There will be three exams.  (2 midterm exams 20% each and a final exam 40%).  In addition, each student will be required to prepare a full divorce package including: Complaint, Verification, UCCJEA Affidavit, Consent to Final Hearing, Separation Agreement and Child Support Worksheet 20%.

EVALUATION

Grading shall be as follows:

90-100 -- A

80-89
-- B

70-79 -- C

65-69 -- D

Below 65-F

MID-TERM PROGRESS REPORT:


The first mid-term grade in this course, which will be issued on or about February 27, reflects approximately 20% of the entire course grade.  Based on this grade, students may choose to withdraw from the course and receive a grade of “W.”  Students pursuing this option must fill out an official withdrawal form, available in the Office of the Registrar or online at http://adminservices.clayton.edu/registrar/, by mid-term, which occurs on March 2.
TEXTBOOK AND OTHER MATERIALS NEEDED 
Matthew S. Cornick, A Practical Guide to Family Law, West Publishing.
CLASS AND LABORATORY EXPECTATIONS

1. Students are expected to be in their seats at 9:00 am.  Students arriving late should enter the class as quietly and unobtrusively as possibly.  Do not come to my desk or ask for any materials given to the class.  When the class takes a break, you will get your materials.  Students are responsible for all material covered in class.  

2. All assignments must be turned in at the time they are due.  Assignments turned in after the deadline are subject to at least a 20% grade penalty.  All requests for a make-up exam must be made to the Instructor and if the student knows ahead of time that she/he will not be able to take an exam or complete an assignment at the assigned time should contact the Instructor as soon as possible.

3. Students must abide by policies in the University Catalog, Student Handbook, and if applicable, program handbook.  Academic misconduct will not be tolerated.  

4. Students should read and understand the Basic Student Responsibilities policy posted at http://adminservices.clayton.edu/registrar/BasicUndergraduateStudentResponsibilities.doc.  These responsibilities should be considered part of this class syllabus and should be adhered to.

5. A student who stops attending class will receive a grade of "F".  To receive a "W" grade, the student must officially withdraw from the course by March 2, 2007.
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
Students with disabilities who require accommodations need to register with Disability Services.  Contact them at DisabilityServices@clayton.edu or visit their office in the Student Center Room 255.  If you do qualify for services, please give your letter of accommodations to your instructor as soon as possible.
FINANCIAL AID

Financial Aid, including grants, scholarships and loans, can only be used to cover the costs of courses that are required for your currently declared major. If you are declared as a certificate major, your financial aid cannot be used for courses in an AAS or BAS major (or any major other than what is declared). It is your responsibility to contact the Office of Financial Aid to request an adjustment to your award if you register for courses that cannot be covered. If you do not do so, you will eventually be billed for any financial aid that you have received for courses that were not required for your declared major. It is also your responsibility to re-apply for financial aid each academic year; applications become available January of each year for the following fall semester. If you are unsure about your major, go to the Duck to see how it is listed. If you are unsure about what is covered under financial aid, please call them or make an appointment with someone in financial aid.

APPLYING FOR GRADUATION

For a student to graduate from a program, he/she must apply to graduate by the dates indicated below. To obtain an application for graduation, see the secretary in T-211 or the AVMT Office or contact your advisor. This form must be completed for each certificate and/or degree in which the student plans to graduate. For students graduating at the end of Fall Semester, the graduation application is due to the registrar's office no later than June 1. For students graduating at the end of Spring Semester, the graduation application is due to the registrar's office no later than September 15. For students graduating at the end of Summer Semester, the graduation application is due to the registrar's office no later than January 30.

DATA COLLECTION SURVEY

Students are asked to complete the Data Collection Survey every semester to comply with requirements from the Department of Technical & Adult Education.  The survey is located at https://secure.clayton.edu/advising/data.htm.  You may be asked to provide a confirmation form.
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