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CRIT 1101 – CRITICAL THINKING
COURSE SYLLABUS – FALL, 2010


Individuals with disabilities who need to request accommodations should contact 
the Disability Services Coordinator, Student Center 255, 678-466-5445, disabilityservices@mail.clayton.edu


[bookmark: Course]INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION:
	
	Instructor:
		Dr. Elliott McElroy
		Home telephone:  (770) 506-7887
		Email:		elliottmcelroy@clayton.edu   This email address is given 			only as a back-up.  Students should	use the email feature of GaVIEW 			for all class-related email.  Please use this email address only if you are 			unable to access GaVIEW.		
		Web site	http://a-s.clayton.edu/mcelroy/     Only the Course 			Syllabus and the Course Calendar can be accessed at this sight.  All notes 			and instructional materials may be accessed on GaVIEW. 
		
	Office:
		Arts and Sciences Building – Room 116

	Office Hours:
		Mondays and Fridays, 9:55 a.m. – 11:25 a.m.
		Other times by appointment


COURSE DESCRIPTION::
Number and Title: CRIT 1101 – Critical Thinking 

Time and Location:                                                                   
CRN 86523, Section 01   MWF – 7:00 to 7:50 a.m. in A&S 227
CRN 86524, Section 02   MWF – 8:00 to 8:50 a.m. in A&S 227
CRN 86525, Section 03   MWF – 9:00 to 9:50 a.m. in A&S 227

Credit Hours: 3.0 semester credit hours (3-0-3)


Catalog Description:                                                                                  
“A course focusing on skills essential to effective critical thinking in both academic and general use.  The study of important common components (issue, method, evidence, conclusion) provides a basis for the construction, analysis, and evaluation of arguments in a variety of contexts.  The course also addresses fundamental elements of informal logic (e.g., induction, deduction, fallacy-avoidance) and of elementary formal logic (e.g., tests for validity) as they inform good reasoning in any context, from everyday decision-making to academic argumentation.”  

Course Prerequisites and Co-requisites: 
Learning Support students who are required to take ENGL 0099 and/or READ 0099 must exit the requirement(s) before they can enroll in this course.

	

COMPUTER REQUIREMENT: 
Each CSU student is required to have ready access throughout the semester to a notebook computer that meets faculty-approved hardware and software requirements for the student's academic program. Students will sign a statement attesting to such access.  For further information on CSU's Official Notebook Computer Policy, please go to
http://itpchoice.clayton.edu/policy.htm

                    
COMPUTER SKILL PREREQUISITES:                                                                    
Able to use the WindowsTM operating system 
Able to use Microsoft WordTM word processing 
Able to send and receive e-mail using OutlookTM or Outlook ExpressTM
Able to attach and retrieve attached files via email
Able to use a Web browser.                                                                                                

IN-CLASS USE OF STUDENT NOTEBOOK COMPUTERS:
Student notebook computers will not be used in the classroom in this course. Computers will be required to access course materials and to communicate with your instructor.                                                                                              


MAJOR STUDENT ACTIVITIES:
Reading and studying from the course text book
Working assigned homework problems
Taking notes during class (as needed)
Answering and asking questions during class
Taking quizzes and examinations
[bookmark: Outcomes]Completing Argument Development  written assignments

LEARNING OUTCOMES:

General Education Outcomes:  Two General Education Outcomes will be addressed in this course:  Communication and Critical Thinking.  

Instruction in the skills of Critical Thinking and Communication is an essential part of your education here at Clayton State University.  Courses are set aside in the initial stage of the University's General Education curriculum to focus directly on these skills: CRIT 1101 for Critical Thinking; ENGL 1101 and ENGL 1102 for Communication. Other courses in the curriculum will provide additional instruction and assessment in Critical Thinking or Communication or both.

Clayton State University has identified components which anchor the concepts of Critical Thinking and Communication, thereby securing the ready application of these outcomes in any discipline and in any course. Students will, in fact, be asked in course after course to demonstrate their ability with respect to these outcomes across the curriculum.  In many cases the criteria for assessing these outcomes will be customized so that they are clearly applicable in the discipline being taught in the course.

COMMINICATION – To see the Communication outcome customized for application in Natural Science courses go to:
		http://a-s.clayton.edu/campbell/Outcomes/Core/CoreCommunicationsOutcomesAreaDMaster.htm


CRITICAL THINKING – The key components of Critical Thinking are:
· Question/Issue: Asking questions and addressing issues provides the structure for a continuous process of inquiry which results in the expansion of knowledge and which makes the critical thinking process dynamic. Focused and specific questions or precisely formulated issue statements are prerequisite to effective inquiry and to the production of good and useful answers, which themselves promote further useful inquiry, which in turn spawns new questions. 
· Method: Academic disciplines have traditionally been concerned with different aspects of our lives and the world around us. They have asked different types of questions and have developed different methods to find answers. The academic method selected in a given situation is therefore relative to the task and will vary from discipline to discipline and from task to task. The method and procedures of scientific reasoning, for example, are tailored to the production and testing of hypotheses and rely on empirical data. Aesthetic reasoning, on the other hand, is less reliant on empirical evidence and is focused on the search for answers to literary or artistic questions. Specific criteria for determining method will vary depending on the disciplines involved and the nature of the inquiry. 
· Evidence: Evidence is the totality of information gathered to find answers to questions or to support conclusions or judgments. The type of information gathered will vary depending on the issue at hand, the academic discipline involved, and the method of inquiry selected. The strength or value of evidence is determined by its relevance to the question or task at hand and by its reliability and sufficiency to support conclusions reached or answers to questions posed. In short, one seeks evidence statements that are true and that logically support asserted conclusions. 
· Conclusion: The conclusion is the result of the inquiry or task. It may be a decision, an answer to a problem, an interpretation of history or music, a reasoned explanation, a new perspective. An acceptable conclusion is one that is well justified by the evidence and that fits the evidence, being neither too broad nor too narrow. 
These components of Critical Thinking are generic and are applicable in any discipline or problem-solving endeavor.
To see the Critical Thinking outcome customized for application in Natural Science courses go to:                                                                                        http://a-s.clayton.edu/campbell/Outcomes/Core/CoreCriticalThinkingOutcomesAreaDMaster.htm

Course Learning Outcomes: 
By the end of the course, successful students will have a deeper understanding and appreciation of the concepts of Issue, Method, Evidence, and Conclusion as the foundation of virtually all types of clear, careful reasoning. Specifically, students will learn to:
· Recognize the role of critical thinking in various academic disciplines and in professional and personal decision- making. 
· Recognize the importance of precise and clear language, appropriate sentence construction, and nonverbal elements in expressions of thought. 
· Solve problems systematically. 
· Identify arguments and distinguish their premises and conclusions, making clear the relationships of subordinate arguments to main arguments. 
· Recognize and avoid common informal fallacies. 
· Evaluate evidence for truth or reliability, relevance, and sufficiency. 
· Distinguish inductive from deductive reasoning, including the ability to recognize common forms of inductive argument and common forms of deductive argument. 
· Evaluate inductive arguments for strength and cogency, with particular attention to analogical, causal, and statistical arguments. 
· Evaluate deductive arguments for validity and soundness, with particular attention to categorical and hypothetical arguments. 
· Develop sound deductive arguments and cogent inductive arguments.



TEXTBOOK INFORMATION:
Patrick J. Hurley; A Concise Introduction to Logic; Tenth Edition; Thompson Learning , Inc.; 2008 .
Used copies may be purchased, if they still have the CD that came with the book when it was new.  Used copies of the Ninth Edition may be used if the CD is included.

Students do not need to purchase any supplemental materials such as a Study Guide or Practice Tests, 


TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS, TESTS, AND EXAMINATIONS:  
[bookmark: Evaluation]Go to Dr. McElroy’s Web Site	http://a-s.clayton.edu/mcelroy/
and select “Calendar” OR go to the course site in GeorgiaVIEW.


NOTE: The exercises indicated for a given date will be discussed in class on that date.  Students should prepare for these exercises BEFORE coming to class on that date.


SCANTRON ANSWER SHEETS:

Answers to test and examination questions in this course will require the use of Scantron Answer Sheets.  The University no longer provides these to students.  You need to go the University Bookstore and purchase a packet of Scantron Sheets.


BASIC UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:  

The basic responsibilities of each undergraduate student are described in the statement at the following URL.  Each student is responsible for knowing and understanding these responsibilities.  Five questions concerning this statement will be included in the first test in this course.  Each question will be worth one (1) bonus point which will be added to the score on the first test.     
http://a-s.clayton.edu/BasicUndergraduateStudentResponsibilities.htm


CALCULATION OF GRADES: 

Items to be evaluated and percentage each is weighed in determining the final grade:

30% -- Mid-term exam on Wednesday, September 29, 2010 (mid-term advisory grades will be available on the DUCK by Tuesday, 
October 5, 2010.)

30% -- Final exam at 8:00 a.m. on Monday, December 6. Wednesday. December 8, or Friday, December 10.

25% -- Chapter or section tests and other assignments as noted in the 	TENTATIVE ACTIVITY CALENDAR. 

15% -- Argument development written assignments 
Daily assignments, preparation for class, and participation in class 
will be considered for up to .5 points of additional credit for the final average for students whose final average is within one point of the next highest grade but not high enough to round up to the next grade. 



GRADING SCALE:

A      	90-100
B	80-89,4
C	70-79.4
D	60-69.4
F	0-59.4



MID-TERM PROGRESS REPORT:

The mid-term grade in this course, which will be issued no later than October 5, reflects approximately 50% of the entire course grade.  Based on this grade, students may choose to withdraw from the course and receive a grade of "W."  Students pursuing this option must by mid-term, which occurs on October 8, fill out an official withdrawal form, available in the Office of the Registrar, or withdraw on-line using the Swan.   Instructions for withdrawing are provided at 	https://secure.clayton.edu/studentforms/withdraw.aspx

The last day to withdraw without academic accountability is Friday, October 8, 2010.


MAKE-UP POLICY FOR CHAPTER TESTS:  

THERE WILL BE NO MAKE UP TESTS FOR THE CHAPTER TESTS.  
The dates of these tests appear on the CLASS ACTIVITY CALENDAR which is posted on Dr. McElroy’s web site:
http://a-s.clayton.edu/mcelroy
and at the course site on GeorgiaVIEW. 

Any revision of this calendar will be announced at least one week in 	advance of any test that will be affected by the revision.  
All tests and examinations will be completed in class.  THERE WILL BE NO 
TAKE-HOME TESTS OR EXAMS.

There will be 	on the mid-term exam a section that will cover the material on 	each chapter test prior to the mid-term, and there will be a section on the 	final exam that will cover the material on each chapter test between the mid-	term exam and the final exam.  If a student misses a chapter test, the 	percentage of right answers on the corresponding section of the mid-term or 	final exam will become the grade for that test. 


POLICY FOR REPLACING GRADES ON THE CHAPTER TESTS:  

If a student has a higher percentage of correct answers to the questions on the respective section of the mid-term or final than the points he/she earned on the chapter or section test, that percentage will replace the score on the test.  Therefore, each student has two opportunities on each chapter/section test.  (If a student does not take a chapter/section test at the time it is scheduled, he/she forfeits that opportunity.)  The percentage of correct answers on that section of the mid-term or final will be the grade for that test.

Note:  The above does not work in reverse.  If the percentage of correct answers on the respective section of the mid-term exam or the final exam is lower than the grade on the test on the material covered by that section, the test grade  will not replace the percentage of right answers on the corresponding section of the mid-term exam or the final exam.

Also if a student has a lower percentage of correct answers to questions on the respective section of the mid-term or final than he/she earned on the chapter or section test, this will not result in lowering the test grade.


MAKE-UP POLICY FOR MID-TERM & FINAL EXAMS:  

IF A STUDENT FAILS TO TAKE THE MID-TERM EXAM AT THE SCHEDULED TIME, THE GRADE WILL BE ZERO.  
An exception to this policy will require written approval in advance from the instructor, or documentation of an emergency that occurred too late to get approval in advance and which is serious enough to have made it IMPOSSIBLE for the student to take the mid-term at the scheduled time.

IF A STUDENT FAILS TO TAKE THE FINAL EXAM AT THE SCHEDULED TIME, THE GRADE WILL BE ZERO UNLESS THE STUDENT IS PERMITTED TO RECEIVE AN “INCOMPLETE GRADE.”   FAILURE TO COMPLETE OR EXEMPT THE FINAL EXAM WILL RESULT IN A COURSE GRADE OF “F”.


TESTS:  

Dr, McElroy keeps all tests on file for at least one year.   

He will return all tests and the mid-term exam for students to review in class.  STUDENTS MUST RETURN THE TEST BOOKLET AND ANSWER SHEET TO Dr. McElroy BEFORE LEAVING THE CLASSROOM.  Failure to do so will result in an automatic zero on that test or exam.  A zero on a test which is the result of failure to return the test to the instructor will not be replaced by the percentage of right answers on the relevant section of the mid-term exam or the final exam.


EXEMPTING FINAL EXAM:  

Any student who has an “A” average at Mid-term, and who has an average of “A” on all tests following Mid-term may elect to exempt the final exam with a grade of “A” in the course.


ATTENDANCE:   

Attendance is expected for all class periods.  Attendance is required for quiz and examination periods.

Attendance will be taken at each class meeting.  Student absences will be reported to the Registrar and the Department of Athletics as requested.  Students who miss a class are responsible for knowing the material covered and any announcements made during that class period.


STUDENT EVALUATION OF THE CLASS AND OF THE INSTRUCTOR: 

Students are expected to complete an online evaluation of each class and of the instructor for the class each semester.  
Students who fail to do this will not be able to view their grade as soon as it is on the duck for any class for which they fail to complete the evaluations.  Students will receive instructions for completing this evaluation by email.




DISRUPTION OF THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT:

General Policies:


· Behavior which disrupts the teaching–learning process during class activities will not tolerated.  
· While a variety of behaviors can be disruptive in a classroom setting, more serious examples include belligerent, abusive, profane, and/or threatening behavior.  
· A student who fails to respond to reasonable faculty direction regarding classroom behavior and/or behavior while participating in classroom activities may be dismissed from class.  
· A student who is dismissed is entitled to due process and will be afforded such rights as soon as possible following dismissal.  
· If found in violation, a student may be administratively withdrawn and may receive a grade of WF.


Disruptive Classroom Behavior1
Disruptive behavior in the classroom can negatively affect the classroom environment as well as the educational experience for students enrolled in the course. Disruptive behavior is defined as any behaviors that hamper the ability of instructors to teach or students to learn. Common examples of disruptive behaviors include, but are not limited to:
  Eating in class 
  Bringing children to class 
  Monopolizing classroom discussions 
  Failing to respect the rights of other students to express their viewpoints 
  Talking when the instructor or others are speaking 
  Constant questions or interruptions which interfere with the instructor’s presentation 
  Overt inattentiveness (e.g., sleeping or reading the paper in class) 
  Creating excessive noise 
  Entering the class late or leaving early 
  Use of pagers or cell phones in the classroom 
  Inordinate or inappropriate demands for time or attention 
  Poor personal hygiene (e.g., noticeably offensive body odor) 
  Refusal to comply with faculty direction 
Students exhibiting these types of behaviors can expect a warning from the instructor or dismissal for the lesson in which the behavior occurs. Failure to correct such behaviors can result in dismissal from the course.
More extreme examples of disruptive behavior include, but are not limited to:
  Use of profanity or pejorative language 
  Intoxication 
  Verbal abuse of instructor or other students (e.g., taunting, badgering, intimidation) 
  Harassment of instructor or other students 
  Threats to harm oneself or others 
  Physical violence 
Students exhibiting these more extreme examples of disruptive behavior may be dismissed from the lesson or the entire course.
Students dismissed from a lesson will leave the classroom immediately or may be subject to additional penalties. Dismissed students are responsible for any course material or assignments missed.
Students dismissed from a course have the right to appeal the dismissal to the department head responsible for the course. Appeals beyond the department head may also be pursued. If no appeal is made or the appeal is unsuccessful, the student will receive a grade o WF (withdrawal – failing) regardless of the current grade in the course.
Conditions attributed to physical or psychological disabilities are not considered as a legitimate excuse for disruptive behavior.
1 The description of disruptive behavior and listings of examples of disruptive behavior are taken from the Web sites of James Madison University, the University of Delaware and Virginia Tech.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

Any type of activity that is considered dishonest by reasonable standards may constitute academic misconduct. The most common forms of academic misconduct are cheating, plagiarism, and altering a Scantron Answer Sheet during the class period following the test when Dr. McElroy will discuss the answers to the test questions.  Students are advised that Dr. McElroy will make a photocopy of a  sample of the Scantron Grade Sheets after each test and before the class period when the test is reviewed.   These copies will be compared with the sheets returned to Dr. McElroy following the review session.  Alterations will be considered an act of academic dishonesty.

All instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of zero for the work involved.  All instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct.  Procedures related to student conduct are described at 			 
				http://adminservices.clayton.edu/studentconduct/
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