Study Questions for Learning/Operant Conditioning – Module 21
1. How do Classical and Operant Conditioning differ from one another?

2. Describe what the Ss and Rs refer to in the Operant Conditioning model (S-R-S).

3. Why do we say that the terms "reinforcement" and "punishment" are defined functionally?

4. Differentiate clearly between negative and positive reinforcement and punishment, and think of several examples of each on your own.

5. How do you use extinction in Operant Conditioning?  Provide an example.

6. What is shaping, and why is it so often necessary?

7. What are the relative effects of immediate and delayed reinforcers?

8. Explain why partial reinforcement leads to greater resistence to exinction than does continuous reinforcement (using an example in your explanation may help).  When would you use continuous reinforcement?

9. What are the unwanted aspects of the use of punishment to control behavior?  Describe the most effective approach to the use of Operant Conditioning  as described in the text and class discussion.

10. What is the overjustification effect and how can one best use reinforcement in a way to avoid it?

11. What did cognitive experiments like Tolman's rat/maze studies on latent learning attempt to prove about the role of reinforcement in learning?

12. Describe observational learning and modeling.  What determines whether or not we will imitate a particular model?

