Study Questions for Sensation and Perception

Note:  This is a special version of the study questions for these topics which is designed to go along with your class notes.  The test questions will come only from the class notes, and it should not be necessary to use the text to answer these questions.  If you need to, however, you can consult the text as needed in case you are missing some things in your notes.

1. Define the terms “sensation” and “perception,” making clear distinctions between them.  How can General Systems Theory help you understand these differences better?

2. Clearly describe the six steps that occur in the processes of sensation and perception.  Drawing the diagram that was on the board in class and then elaborating on each step may be a helpful strategy to use.

3. What are the key differences between sensation and perception, and how can General Systems Theory help you understand these differences better?

4. Explain the critical role of a "receptor" in the process of sensation.  Where are the receptors located for each sense?

5. How are all receptors alike?  How are they different?

6. Explain the meaning of the term "transduction," and the critical role  it plays in the process of sensation.

