Module 8 Study Questions - Infancy and Childhood
1. List and describe the three major developmental issues described in the text on page 117 (the introduction to the Development Modules) and in class.  Provide a real-life example to illustrate each.

2. Describe Piaget's view of cognitive development based on material in the text book and discussed in class.  Be sure to use the terms schema, assimilation, accommodation, and disequilibration in your answer.  Why do we say that Piaget compares the child to a "seed?"

3. List Piaget's Stages of Cognitive Development and describe each, being sure to include any important features of thought for each stage (e.g. object permanence).

4. What has recent research tended to show about Piaget's theory?  Has the theory been supported or disproved?

5. What is attachment, and how can a parent help to create a secure vs. an insecure one?  Is stranger anxiety a normal or abnormal part of development?

6. Describe Mary Ainsworth’s research into attachment, and summarize her findings.  What is responsive parenting and why is it so important?

7. Erik Erikson has described the concept of basic trust.  Describe its meaning and relate it to the concept of attachment.

8.  What did Harry Harlow learn about attachment from his rhesus monkey experiments?  What happens when appropriate attachments are not formed or are disrupted?

9. Socially, what are the most important lessons of the first year of life?  What can parents do to promote healthy social development in their infants?

10. Summarize the research on the effects of daycare on attachment.

11. Describe the different parenting styles identified in the text.  What has research revealed about the effectiveness of these styles, and why is it important to keep in mind that this research evidence is correlational?  How does parenting style relate to a child’s self concept?  

