Study Questions

Chapter 6:  Introduction to Operant Conditioning

1. How did Thorndike and Skinner provide the foundation for today’s Operant Conditioning theory?

2. Compare and contrast Classical with Operant Conditioning.  Be sure to include the three types of learned associations and which ones apply to each type of conditioning.  This information should be in your class notes.

3. Draw the model for Operant Conditioning and be sure you can relate the terms “discriminative stimuli” and “consequence” to that model.    Provide examples of each and relate them to the following quote:  “The learner has some control in Operant Conditioning.”

4. Explain the terms “reinforcement” and “punishment.”  What does it mean to say that these terms are defined functionally?
5. Describe the two types of punishment and reinforcement and provide original, real-life examples of each.
6. Explain the meaning of the following pairs of concepts and then illustrate them using examples from your own life:
· Immediate and Delayed Reinforcement

· Primary and Secondary Reinforcement

· Intrinsic and Extrinsic Reinforcement

7. Describe shaping and explain some practical uses for it.  Why do you have to use shaping to teach a complex behavior using Operant Conditioning?

