Study Questions for Chapter 2, Research Methods

PSYC 3540

Dr. McCarty

1. Describe the three goals for research in psychology (see your class notes), along with the research methods used to fulfill those goals.

2. What is a “correlation”?  Provide examples of variables that are positively and negatively correlated.

3. How does correlational research differ from experimental research?  What is the most important difference?

4. What is a variable?  Explain the difference between an independent and a dependent variable and provide several examples of each.  

5. What is Dr. McCarty’s technique for keeping independent and dependent variables straight?  Provide an example.
6. What does it mean to say that two variables are functionally related?  Provide some examples of functional relationships between variables.

7. Explain what establishing operations are and provide some examples of situations where it would be important to consider them when applying behavioral principles.

8. What are some characteristics of a good behavioral definition and how does this apply to the behavior change project you are doing for this class?

9. List and describe the recording methods most commonly used in behavioral research?

10. Describe the advantages and disadvantages of each of the Behavioral Research Designs described in your text.  Provide an example of a research situation where it would be best to use each.

