Operant Conditioning Practice Problems – Set IV

Dr. McCarty, PSYC 3540

1. You have a parrot that screeches when your family is in the room with him.  He seems to enjoy the activity and company.  You find the screech annoying and wish to eliminate it, so, every time he starts screeching, you all get up and leave the room.  After a few days of trying this, he is screeching much less than before.

________________________________________

2. As another method of conditioning your screeching bird, you give his peanuts (his favorite food) only when he is quiet.  Over a few days time, you begin to notice the time intervals during which he is quiet getting longer and longer.

________________________________________

3. The parrot’s cage is in a room by itself and sometimes he screeches while in his cage. You often run into the room when he screeches and scold him.  After a few weeks you notice that he is screeching more than ever.  

________________________________________

4. You have put the parrot in a room by himself because he was screeching.  After he has been quiet for five minutes, you bring him back in the family room.  His quiet periods get longer

________________________________________

5. Your parrot appears to hate to be sprayed with water.  When he begins to screech, you immediately squirt him with water from a spray bottle.  After a couple of days, you notice that his screeching is less frequent.

________________________________________

