Operant Conditioning Practice Problems – Set III

Dr. McCarty, PSYC 3540

1. You have a stray dog you are keeping in your basement who has an annoying habit of coming up to the top of the stairs and sniffing loudly under the door.  When this happens, you open the door and talk loudly to the dog and wave your arms to get her away from the door.  Over time, you find that the dog spends more and more time at the top of the stairs sniffing.

________________________________________

2. More and more, lately, employees at your company have been standing around the break room chatting instead of working at their desks.  Every three months, a bonus check is distributed to all employees who have performed well; these checks have been coming to everyone routinely for about two years.  Yesterday, the bonus envelopes arrived.  Instead of a check, each one contained this message from the supervisor:  “There are no bonuses for this three month period because of all the chatting in the break room.  When all employees put in a full day’s work, bonuses will be reconsidered.  You can discuss this with me when I get back from my cruise.”  Following this message, the break room is empty most of the day.

________________________________________

3. You work at a restaurant during lunch time.  Everyone hates setting up the salad bar, and this task rotates between employees.  One Saturday, a new policy begins, and the employee who serves the most parties does not have to set up the salad bar the next time it is h is or her turn.  The restaurant manager finds that the number or parties being served at lunch time increases dramatically.

________________________________________

4. At your hours, every family member has a list of weekly chores posted on the refrigerator. Your fifteen year old brother has begun coming in past his curfew of 9 o’clock on week nights.  To handle this situation, you make the following suggestion to your parents.  They should take the chore he likes least, cleaning the bathrooms (which coincidentally happened to be on your list), and have him do it in addition to his regular weekly chores if he misses curfew on any week night.  The next week, he is on time every night.

________________________________________

