Classical Conditioning Practice

Dr. McCarty, PSYC 3540

1.  Sam is a four year old boy whose parents often hit or slap him when they are angry.  When these painful events happen, he reacts with pain and fear.  Lately, Sam’s parents have been attempting to show more affection to their son and have found an unexpected difficulty:  when they reach out their hands to touch or hug him, he looks terrified and draws away.  Please list the four elements of Classical Conditioning for this situation and provide a “Before, During, and After “ conditioning diagram to show Sam’s parents how they have Classically Conditioned their son.  What do you think they should do now?
2.  As a young woman, Barbara was deeply in love with Jacob.  Their favorite song was  an Otis Redding song, “Sittin’ on the Dock of the Bay.”  Years later, as an aging Baby Boomer, she is driving around in her VW Beetle one day when this song plays on the radio.  Suddenly, she feels a pleasant rush of warm happiness.  Is it possible that Barbara has been Classically Conditioned??  Please list the four elements of Classical Conditioning for this situation and provide a “Before, During, and After “ conditioning diagram to help Barbara understand that this experience is not just a hot flash!
