PSYC 2103, Introduction to Human Development

Spring Semester, 2001

MW

Professor:  
Donna Wood McCarty, Ph.D.

E-mail:
donnamccarty@mail.clayton.edu
Office:
(770)961-3467 (voice mail)
(770)961-3460 (secretary)

Home:

(404)875-1861

Office:
Arts and Sciences, Room G-105-F

Goals:

· To describe the processes of development in the biosocial, cognitive, and psychosocial domains.  While some abnormal developmental processes will be included, the emphasis will be on normal development.
· To highlight the major theoretical approaches to the study of human development, including the cognitive, learning, humanistic, and psychoanalytic perspectives.  Students will learn to analyze events from the perspectives of these theories and to recognize them when others use them.
· To clarify how research contributes to our growing understanding of human development.
· To provide a challenging yet comfortable environment where each student can have an interesting, even exciting, learning experience which can improve the quality of life.
· To use instructional technology in a way that will enhance the student learning experience and improve each student's facility with the use of technology.
Course Requirements:


Course Materials:

· Berger, K. (2001).  The developing person through the life span. 5th Edition, NY:  Worth.

· Study Guide (required)

· Textbook Website:  www.worthpublishers.com/berger
· Professor’s Website

· Campus E-mail Account:  Each student must obtain a campus e-mail account and use it during this class.  Much information will be shared via a class listserv, and you will not have access to the listserv without using your campus account. E-mail will be used extensively during the semester for both instructional and communication purposes.
Tests:  Three tests and one final examination will be given this semester.  Tests will be mostly multiple choice but may also include short answer/discussion items.  Tests will be given approximately every four weeks (dates will be announced in class and posted on my website).

Assignments/Quizzes: In an effort to keep you on your toes and studying at a nice, steady pace, there will be a variety of quizzes, assignments, computer activities, group activities, and critical thinking assignments.  A short quiz covering the reading assignment and material covered in the previous class will be given at the beginning of some class periods.  Grades for all of these assignments/quizzes will be averaged together and will carry the same weight as one major test.  No assignments can be missed, but your lowest two quiz grades (at least) will be dropped at the end of the semester.

Grading System:  Grades will be assigned according to the following system:




A= 90-100%




B= 80-89%




C= 70-79%




D= 60-69%




F= below 60%

· Test I (20% of grade)

· Test II (20% of grade)

· Test III (20% of grade)

· Final Exam (20% of grade) NOTE:  Final will include a mixture of new material with items from Tests I-III.

· Quiz/Assignment average (20% of grade)

Course Policies:

Absences:

Attendance will not count directly toward your grade, but quizzes can be given on any day over material from the reading assignment and notes from the previous class period.  Since tests are created in large part from class notes, missing class strongly influences course grade.


Lateness:
The classroom is configured such that anyone coming in late has to parade in front of everyone.  This is not only embarrassing, but it is disruptive!  If class has begun and the door is closed, please wait outside.  As soon as there is a natural stopping point, I will come to the door and ask late-comers to enter at a time that will not disrupt the class.

Missing Class:

I have designed my website to make it easy for any student to know what is going on at any time.  In addition, I ask that each student identify two "buddies" to partner with during the semester.  In the event of a missed class, please visit my website to look for assignments, etc. and then contact your buddies via e-mail to obtain any additional news, notes, etc.  Please do not call me and ask this question:  "Did we do anything in class today?"  It is your responsibility to go to my website and/or to contact an e-mail buddy to obtain information on class news and assignments.

Missing Tests:

One of the most important aspects of teaching is to create a fair atmosphere for each individual in this class.  In that spirit, students who find it unavoidable to miss a test MUST notify me BEFORE THE TESTING PERIOD AND MUST PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION SUPPORTING THE REASON THE TEST WAS MISSED.  Otherwise, no makeup will be given AND A ZERO WILL BE ASSIGNED.  Acceptable reasons for missing a test and receiving a makeup opportunity include reasons that would be understandable to your classmates who are taking the test on time despite their own work schedules, family lives, etc.  Examples include severe illness, death of a family member or close friend, or a car accident.


Laptop Computer Access:

Each CCSU student is required to have ready access throughout the semester to a notebook computer that meets faculty-approved hardware and software requirements for the student’s academic program.  See http://itpchoice.clayton.edu for full details of this policy.

Withdrawal:

The general withdrawal policy is described in the CCSU Catalog, which is available on-line as well as in paper form.  The last day to drop the course without academic accountability is March 1, 2002.

Cheating:

Students are expected to abide by the policies in the CCSU Catalog.  Students to do their own work unless an assignment is clearly designated as a group or collaborative activity.  Cheating on a test or assignment will result in a grade of zero for the assignment.

Students with disabilities:

To obtain this syllabus in an alternative format or to request accommodations if you have a disability, contact Gina Phillips, Coordinator of Disability Services, Student Center 214 (Phone:  770-961-3719) or email ginaphillips@mail.clayton.edu

