Study Questions – Chapters 11 and 12 (School Years)

1. How is a “special needs” child defined?

2. What four developmental lessons have we learned within the field of developmental psychopathology?

3. What impairments are characteristic of children with autism?

4. Describe the autistic adult.

5. What is the difference between mental retardation and learning disability?  Describe ADHD.

6. Draw and label the “Atkinson-Shiffrin Model of memory” using your notes from the drawing Dr. McCarty put on the board.  Why is it called the “Information Processing Model”?

7. Contrast the Sensory Register with Working or Short-term Memory and Long-term Memory.  What role do the control processes play within the memory system?

8. What are the limitations of Working Memory?  What can you do to get around these limitations?

9. What kinds of strategies/study habits are helpful to transfer information from Short-term to Long-Term Memory?

10. Describe the differences between maintenance and elaborative rehearsal.

11. Define each of the memory processes below, then using the memory model you have drawn, indicate how each improvements in each aid the flow of information through the memory system for children between 7 and 11.

a. Selective Attention

b. Automaticity

c. Metacognition

d. Control Processes

12. What can parents, teachers, and others working with children do to help enhance the memory development of school-age children?

13. According to Piaget, what stage of thinking characterizes school-age children? Describe this type of thought.

14. What is the 5 – 7 shift?

15. What is a logical principle?  Provide two examples.

16. Describe the stages of Kohlberg’s Theory of Moral Reasoning.  Using an example of a moral dilemma, illustrate the thinking at each stage and level.  Here is one to get you started:  You are a teenager spending the night at a friend’s house and you see one of the other teens steal something out of your friend’s purse.  What would be an example of how you might reason morally about what to do at each stage?

17. Language skills become increasingly sophisticated during the school years.  What is code switching, and how does it show greater language sophistication?

18. As the United States becomes more culturally diverse, questions regarding how best to incorporate students for whom English is a second language into the school have arisen.  What are some of the approaches that are used, and which seems to be best? 

