Study Questions, Chapter 1:  Introduction

McCarty


1. Define the scientific study of human development and explain what makes the study of development so challenging.

2. Development is said to show plasticity.  What does this mean and why is it important?

3. Describe the three domains of study within Developmental Psychology and provide specific examples included within each.

4. Briefly explain why the historical, socioeconomic, and cultural contexts should always be considered when trying to understand any developmental change.

5. What is a cohort?  What are some of the characteristics of your cohort?

6. Is Socioeconomic Status determined by annual income?  Why or why not?

7. Explain the distinction between ethnicity and race.
8. Review the steps of the “good ole scientific method”.  It would be best to use an example of a real study from your text as your work through the method.  Be sure you know the difference between a research question and a hypothesis.
9. Explain the difference between the longitudinal, cross-sectional, and cross-sequential methods of studying change over time.  What are the strengths and weaknesses of each method?
10. What are the three goals of research and the methods used to achieve each of these goals [note:  this is a combination of your class notes with the text].
11. Clearly explain the important differences between a correlational study and an experiment.  What does each allow you to conclude?

12.  Define the terms independent variable and dependent variable and come up with some examples from discussions of experimental research in your text.

13.  Review the article analysis class assignment/group activity.

