Study Questions – Chapter 9 The Play Years:  Cognitive Development

1. Compare and contrast the theoretical perspectives of Vygotsky and Piaget regarding preschool children?

2. In general, what types of cognitive abilities do preschool children have that they didn’t have while infants and what types of abilities do they not yet have (this is an overview question, so don’t get too specific)?

3. Four important characteristics of pre-logical thought include:

· Centration and Egocentration (or Egocentrism)
· A focus on appearance rather than other attributes of objects and people

· Static reasoning

· Irreversibility
Define each and provide an example (original, if possible!).

4. What is conservation?  How does one test for the various types of conservation with children?

5. Central to Vygotsky’s approach is the zone of proximal development.  Explain this term and its implications for teaching pre-school age children.

6. According to Vygotsky, what are some of the strategies that pre-school children use to help them learn?

7. Describe the memory abilities and deficits of pre-school age children.  What kinds of problems do they typically have with memory and why do they have them?

8. What is the “theory of mind” and what does growth in this area mean for cognitive development?  What are the four factors that promote the development of a “theory of mind”?

9. Explain this phrase:  “The rapid growth of vocabulary in pre-school children is probably due to fast mapping.”
10. What kinds of words are most difficult for pre-school children to learn and master?
11. Is an incorrect phrase like “I holded a rabbit” a sign that a child is advancing in language use or struggling with language?  Should a parent correct a mistake like this?  Why or why not?
12. What are the characteristics of an effective preschool?
13. What has longitudinal research into the effectiveness of Project Head Start revealed?
