Study Questions – Chapter 6 Infant Cognitive Development

1. What do the terms “perception” and “sensastion” mean?  What is the relationship between perception and cognition?

2. Explain the meaning of the term “affordance” and provide an example of your own, preferably from your observations of a child.

3. Researchers used to believe that depth perception didn’t develop until after 6 months.  What do we now know about the development of this important ability, and why did our view about when it develops change?

4. What is dynamic perception?  Describe the meaning of the term and provide your own example.

5. Object permanence is a particular type of dynamic perception – define it and identify the age at which the typical infant has a firm grasp of this concept.  Contrast the findings of Jean Piaget and Renee Baillargeon regarding the age at which infants first have a concept of object permanence.  Explain why Baillargeon’s research has caused developmental psychologists to rethink much of their previous research on infant cognition.

6. What do we know about the Long term Memory of infants?  Are there any ways to improve their memories?

7. What is deferred imitation and when does it develop?

8. Piaget believes that development occurs through the development and modification of schemas through assimilation, accommodation, and disequilibrium.  Explain how these processes move a child through the stages of cognitive development.

9. List the 6 Stages of Sensorimotor Ingelligence and describe the major developments at each stage.

10. What are some of the key milestones in the development of language?

11. Babies tend to use underextension, overextention, and holophrases in the early phases of language development.  Define each term and provide your own example of each.

12. Scientists who study language development have tried to develop theories to explain how it happens.  Contrast the nurture theory provided by B. F. Skinner with the nature theory provided by Noam Chomsky.  Why does a third approach - the social interaction theory -provide a better explanation than either of the other two alone?

13. Should parents use baby talk when speaking to their infants?  Why is it used more in some cultures than others?  

