Study Questions:  Chapter 5

Biosocial Development in Infancy

1. Describe the physical growth pattern of the typical infant.

2. Why are the heads of newborns so large in relation to the rest of their bodies?

3. What does it mean when we way that an infant is exhibiting transient exuberance?

4. What is myelination and why is it critical to development? At what age is the process complete?  What parts of the brain are fully myelinated in infancy?  Which parts have a more extended period of development?

5. Respond to the following statement:  “Infants in deprived environments will never reach their full human potential.”

6. An infant’s first motor activities are reflexes.  Describe the three sets of reflexes that are critical to survival.

7. Explain the difference between gross and fine motor skills and provide examples of each.

8. Walking provides a great illustration of the interaction between maturation and experience.  What do we now know about the roles of each of these influences on when a particular child takes a first step?

9. What’s the difference between sensation and perception?  Describe the sensory abilities of the typical infant (at birth and during the first few months of life).

10. What are marasmus and kwashiorkor and what causes them?

