Study Questions:  Chapter 4

Prenatal Development and Birth

1. Describe the important events occurring during each of the three periods of prenatal development.  Be sure to include the name of each period as well as the terms implantation, neural tube, indifferent gonad, placenta, and age of viability in your answer, 
2. What do we know about the effects of “social interaction” with the fetus before birth?

3. What are teratogens and teratology?  Explain the meaning of the term critical period and summarize what we have learned about the influence of the timing of teratogen exposure on various organ systems.

4. Explain the difference between a threshold effect and an interaction effect.

5. Summarize the role of genetic vulnerability in determining whether or not an unborn human being will be affected by exposure to a teratogen.

6. There are several acronyms used in the chapter:  Please explain what is meant by FAS, LBW, and SGA (and I don’t mean Student Government Association!).

7. What are some of the factors that may have contributed to the rise in the percentage of American newborns below 5 ½ pounds? 

8. What is bonding and what has research revealed about the need for human mothers and infants to be together immediately after the birth process?

