Study Questions:  Chapter 16, Adolescent Social Development

1. Describe Erikson’s view of adolescent psychosocial development.

2. List and describe the four styles of identity status described in the text.  Provide an example for each.

3. Using the chart on page 16, compare and contrast the attitudes, relationships, and emotions typical of these four identity statuses.  This might best be done by developing a description of an adolescent exhibiting each of the four styles of identity status.

4. How does the search for identity differ between immigrant and non-immigrant teens in the U.S.?

5. Describe the concept of generational stake.  How does this stake relate to conflict between parents and their adolescent children?  Is this conflict a normal part of development?  Why or why not?

6. What is the best advice you could give the parent of an adolescent regarding conflict, bickering, etc?  Who tends to bicker most – mothers, fathers, boys, or girls?

7. What are the four dimensions (besides conflict) or parent-teenager relationships described in the text?

8. Contrast parental monitoring and control.  Why is it important for parents to try to achieve a balance between these features of parenting?

9. Describe the important influences of peers in adolescent development.  What is peer pressure and how does it influence adolescent development?  Has thinking changed about peer pressure over the years?

10. Describe the typical developmental progression toward heterosexual involvement.

11. What is the real risk of suicide for adolescents, compared to people of other ages?  Describe the difference between suicidal ideation and parasuicide.

12. What is the difference between an adolescent-limited offender and a life-course persistent offender?  How prevalent is adolescent crime and what can be done to help reduce its incidence?

