Study Questions

Chapter 15 Adolescent Cognition

1. Describe the general characteristics of adolescent thought, according to Piaget.  How does it differ from the thought of school-age children?

2. What are the specific characteristics of formal operational thought?

3. One of the things an adolescent thinker can do that a younger child cannot is to argue effectively against their own personal beliefs.  For example, a school age child would find it very hard to develop an argument for why a parent should not give a child a new bike when his old one was stolen, while an adolescent can develop argue on either side of virtually any issue.  What features of adolescent thought make this type of ability possible?

4. Make sure you know the meaning of the following terms (and provide an example of each):

· Hypothetical thought

· Inductive reasoning

· Deductive reasoning

· Adolescent egocentrism

· Invincibility fable

· Personal fable

· Imaginary audience

5. How does the thinking of Bethany and Jim (yellow box, pages 414 and 415) illustrate some of the concepts listed in #4 above?

6. Describe some of the problems that can occur because of a mismatch between the characteristics of adolescent thought and school settings.  Be sure you know what person-environment fit and volatile mismatch mean.

