ASSIGNMENT FOR CHILD DEVELOPMENT - McCarty, PSYC 2103

Prior to completing the following assignment, be sure to review your notes and the material in the text on Piaget's Stages of Cognitive Development and the appropriate chapters on cognition for each age child.  

To receive an A on this assignment, you will need to work with three children:  an infant, preferably between the ages of 6 and 12 months, but an older infant will be fine; a preschool - first grade child (preferably between the ages of 4 and 6); and an elementary - early middle-school child (preferably between 8 and 11).  For a B, you must work with two children from the age groups described above.  For a C, you must work with one child.  You will then need to perform activities/tasks with each child as described below and prepare your report.

Description of observations and tests to be performed:

Depending upon the age of the child, certain types of cognitive tests would be appropriate.  Your task is to use your class notes and the textbook to select a minimum of three cognitive tasks to perform with each child.  For example, you will want to test for object permanence with an infant under a year; for an infant under 6 months, testing for a sense of self and primary/secondary circular reactions would be most appropriate.  For infants over a year, you will want to look for tertiary circular reactions.  For Pre-Operational and Concrete Operational children,  tests for Conservation and logical operations would be appropriate.  In all cases, ideas for tests to perform will be provided in class by your professor and are available in the appropriate chapters in the text.  Asking children to describe how to prepare favorite meals and to tell you some of their favorite jokes will reveal their thought processes and stage of cognitive development.  Still another possibility with the Pre-Operational and Concrete Operational children would be to determine their stages of moral development according to Kohlberg’s theory.  All of these ideas will be discussed in class.  Part of your task is to select appropriate activities with each child that will help reveal the child’s stage of cognitive development.

Following your observations and tests, prepare a brief write-up including the following information for each child tested and observed:

· Basic information:  name, age, number of brothers and sisters

· Other important information, if appropriate: e.g. physical or cognitive problems the child has, giftedness, etc.

· Instructions/responses:  A description of the activities you have selected for each child and why you chose them.  You also need to provide a detailed description of your instructions/actions and the child's responses

· Summary/conclusions:  A summary of the child's performance, including the stage of cognitive development that seems best to fit the child at this time

If you don’t already know the child or children, be sure to spend a little time getting to know and ensuring that each child is comfortable with you.  Be careful to make this FUN for the child and to thank and praise the child for helping you out.  If the child responds incorrectly, you need not point this out or correct the child, particularly since an incorrect response may be age appropriate. Remember to take notes as you work with the child so that your information is accurate when you write your report.

