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SOCIAL STATISTICS – SOCI 3510 - 87858
Dr. Karen Beasley Young, Professor

TR 9:50 – 11:05pm  ROOM UC 262

Email:  KarenYoung@clayton.edu
Website:  http://a-s.clayton.edu/kyoung
Office:  Clayton Hall T-105C  Phone: 678/466-4854
Office Hours:  TR 8:00 – 9:30 & 11:15 – 12:45
and by appointment


Individuals with disabilities who need to request accommodations should contact the Disability Services Coordinator, Student Center 214, (770) 961-3719, disabilityservices@clayton.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Statistics for social research is the science of collecting, organizing, analyzing and interpreting hypotheses developed in various research environments. Hence, this course is designed to give the student an overview of statistical methods and concepts learned in elementary statistics for social research. The three main areas of elementary statistics presented in the course will be 1) Descriptive statistics (summarizing and organizing data; averages; variance; percentiles); 2) Probability (predicting the properties of a simple random sample taken from a known population); and 3) Inferential Statistics (inferring properties of a population from data collected from a simple random sample, hypothesis testing).  Studying and learning statistics can help you to be an intelligent consumer of research findings that you might encounter in your scientific endeavors and in everyday life. Learning statistics, however,  is not number crunching, although the use of mathematics is certainly essential in analyzing data from real data sets whereby one can make sensible decisions based on the analysis of numerical information. As such, statistics can also be referred to as the science of reasoning from data. Data and statistical thinking are ever present in everyday life and in most all academic disciplines. Therefore one’s ability to bring reason to data is important to educated citizenship.
The key to success in learning statistics involves active learning. Your success in learning elementary statistics, therefore, will require a sufficient investment of your time, energy and effort. If the student commits to active learning, she/he should be able to organize, analyze and interpret data and findings; have the ability of communicating those findings to others; and develop the knowledge of which statistical tests can be used with certain types of data.  
NOTEBOOK COMPUTER REQUIREMENT:  Each CSU student is required to have ready access throughout the semester to a notebook computer that meets faculty-approved hardware and software requirements for the student’s academic program.  Students will sign a statement attesting to such access.  For further information on CSU’s Official Notebook Computer Policy, please go to http:itpchoice.clayton.edu/policy.htm.
COMPUTER SKILL PREREQUISITES:

· Ability to use the WindowsTM operating system.
· Ability to use a Microsoft WordTM  word processing program.
· Ability to send and receive e-mail using the OutlookTM  or Outlook ExpressTM program.
· Ability to attach and retrieve attached files via email.
· Ability to use a Web browser.
IN CLASS USE OF STUDENT NOTEBOOK COMPUTERS:


Student notebook computers as well as calculators will be used often in the classroom in this course.  
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

· (1) To learn the three main areas of elementary statistics: descriptive, probability, and inferential statistics.
· (2) To understand data collection methods, as well as statistical analysis and interpretation of real data sets.
· (3) To understand the normal distribution, variability, and simple random sampling.

· (4) To critically evaluate quantitative information

· (5) To interpret and present the findings of your analyses to others

· (6) To define and articulate statistical concepts learned in class.

· (7) To relate insights gained from the study of social research statistics to other fields of knowledge and real life experience.

TEXTBOOK INFORMATION:
Required text:
HEALEY, JOSEPH.  “THE ESSENTIALS OF STATISTICS – A TOOL FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH”. Thompson-Wadsworth. Belmont, CA, 2007.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1.
Regular class attendance is expected and you will lose points for being absent from any class, especially if you miss any in-class projects, quizzes, summaries, etc.  Only genuine and verified health or family crises will be granted the status of excused absences, and this will not give you attendance; it may only be relevant where an assignment is due.  Attendance at sports team practices or events are not granted as excused absences. Students missing 6 or more classes will automatically be dropped from the roster!! This is a new university attendance policy!!  Please do not ask for an exception with attendance or assignments as I intend to implement this policy fairly and universally to all students in the course.  Please respect this policy.

2.
This course involves a philosophy of active learning. Therefore it is essential that you come to each class session well prepared. This means you have read the day’s assignment and are prepared to work on problem sets during class time. Because statistical literacy involves the collecting, organizing and interpreting of numerical data, it is important that you spend time out of class working as many problems as you possibly can. Learning statistics is a cumulative endeavor. Therefore, if you fall behind at any point in the course, it may be difficult to catch up. By staying enrolled in the course, you are indicating your agreement to meet these requirements as assigned.  
3.
A laptop and calculator are a must for this course. Make sure your calculator is one with the ability to calculate the square root.
4.
Students will be required to keep a notebook of essential statistical formulas and their use learned in each chapter. These notebooks will be collected twice during the semester.  

5.
Homework problem sets will be assigned and due according to the dates listed on the syllabus.

6.
There will be an exam on each chapter of the textbook covered in class. Please do not miss these exams as there will be no make-up exams given. There will also be a cumulative final exam during the week final exam week.
7.
There may be pop quizzes given during any given class period. Be prepared!!
11.
All assigned work must be completed in order to pass this course.  Each assignment is to be submitted on the date scheduled, and at the beginning of the class period, no later than 10 minutes after the start of class. Papers not submitted within the first ten minutes of the class period will be considered LATE.  NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED.NO PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED BY EMAIL! Sometimes students may have a LEGITIMATE EMERGENCY. In this case, only one email will be n accepted for an assignment in the semester and ONLY IF YOU ARE HAVING A DIRE, AND EMERGENCY SITUATION. The purpose of this strict policy is to honor fairness among all students in the course.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Department Office:

Arts & Sciences Clayton Hall Room T-211
Department Phone:

678/466-4605
Department Assistant:
Pam Healan
If you need to get in touch with me outside of scheduled office hours, please email me or call me at (678) 466-4854 and leave me an email or voice mail message.  I generally check my email and voicemail messages several times a day and I will make an effort to get back to you within 24 hours. 
Students must abide by policies in the Clayton State University Student Handbook, and the Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities.  

NO EXTRA-CREDIT WILL BE OFFERED OR ACCEPTED FOR THIS CLASS!!  Please respect this policy as its purpose is to honor fairness to all students in the course. Grading will be done on a numerical scale during the semester, with a final letter grade determined at the end of the course.  Each graded item has been given a point value, and the total points earned will determine your letter grade according to the scale below.

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE:

Please do not hold conversations with classmates whenever the professor or another student is speaking. Your undivided attention in class is a must particularly because an atmosphere of mutual respect is in order.  PLEASE NOTE: the professor reserves the right to request a student to leave if his or her behavior seems inappropriate and disrespectful.  Please turn your cell phones to off or silent… and, please, no texting during class.

Finally…
Students are encouraged to study together.  Study groups are especially useful for exams and for discussing assigned readings.  All written coursework, however, must be your own.
The Professor reserves the right to make additions, deletions or changes to any part of this syllabus at any time during the semester.

SOCIAL STATISTICS – SOCI 3510 
Dr. Karen Beasley Young, Professor

Course Organization and Schedule:

Week 1 -
August 18 – Course syllabus and math review
August 20 – Chapter 1 - Introduction
Week 2 - 
August 25 – Chapter 1 (continued) – ; in class problem sets


August 27 – Exam on Chapter 1 – HW #1 due!!
Week 3 -
September 1 – Chapter 2 – Descriptive Statistics 

September 3 – Chapter 2 – continued; in class problem sets; 
Week 4 -
September 8 and 10 (no class September 8th )


September 10 – Exam on Chapter 2; HW# 2 due!!
Week 5 -
September 15 – Chapter 3 – Measures of Central Tendency
September 17 – Chapter 3 continued
Week 6 -
September 22 – Chapter 3 – in class problem sets; 
September 24 – Exam on Chapter 3; HW #3 due!!
Week 7 -
September 29 – Chapter 4 – Measures of Dispersion

October 1 – Chapter 4 continued
Week 8 -
October 6 – Chapter 4 – in class problem sets; 

October 8 – Exam on Chapter 4 – HW #4 due!! Formula notebooks due!!
Week 9 -
October 13 – Chapter 5 – The Normal Curve

October 15 –  Chapter 5 continued.

Week 10 -
October 20 – Chapter 5 – in class problem sets


October 22 – Exam on Chapter 5 – HW#5 due!!
Week 11 -
October 27 – Chapter 6 – Inferential Statistics


October 29 – Chapter 6 continued
Week 12 -
November 3 – Chapter 6 – in class problem sets


November 5 – Exam on Chapter 6; HW#6 due!!
Week 13 -
November 10 – Chapter 7 – Hypothesis Testing I


November 12 – Chapter 7 continued
Week 14 -
November 17 – Chapter 7 – in class problem sets 
November 19 – Exam on Chapter 7 – HW#7 due!!
Week 15 -
November 24 – Chapter 8 – Hypothesis Testing II


November 26 – Chapter 8 continued
Week 16 – December 1 – Chapter 8 – in class problem sets
December 3 – Exam on Chapter 8 – HW#8 due!! Formula notebooks due!!
Week 17 -
Week of Dec 8th – FINAL EXAM!!
EVALUATION:







GRADING:

8 Chapter Exams @ 20 each 
160




279 – 310
90%
A

8 HW assignments @ 10 each
  80 




248 – 278
80%
B

Formula Notebooks @ 20 each
  40




217 – 247
70%
C

Final examination


  30




186 – 216
60%
D











185 & below

F 

TOTAL

310 points

MID-TERM PROGRESS REPORT


The mid-term grade in this course will be issued on approximately October 9th, and will reflect a portion of the entire course grade.  Based on this grade, students may choose to withdraw from the course and receive a grade of “W”.  Students pursuing this option must fill out an official withdrawal form available in the Office of the Registrar and October 10th is the last day to withdraw without penalty.

CLAYTON STATE UNIVERSITY ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY

Clayton State University is a community of scholars which emphasizes the mutual responsibility of all members to seek knowledge honestly and in good faith.  Students are responsible for doing their own work and any type of activity that is considered dishonest by reasonable standards may constitute academic misconduct.  The most common forms of academic misconduct are cheating and plagiarism.  All instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of zero for the work involved.  All instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Office of Student Life/Judicial Affairs.  Judicial procedures are described at:



http://adminservices.clayton.edu/studentlife/judicial_affairs.htm.

