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SOCIAL THEORY – SOCI 3010 - 23985
Dr. Karen Beasley Young, Professor

TR 2:10 – 3:25pm  ROOM UC 265

Email:  KarenYoung@clayton.edu
Website:  http://a-s.clayton.edu/kyoung
Office:  LIB 136  Phone: 678/466-4854
Office Hours:  TR 8:00 – 9:30 & 11:15 – 12:45
and Wednesday by appointment


Individuals with disabilities who need to request accommodations should contact the Disability Services Coordinator, Student Center 214, (770) 961-3719, disabilityservices@clayton.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course is designed to give the student an overview of the study of social (and political) theory.  It will present views from some of the classical perspectives (or Dead Sociologists) as well as some of the current perspectives within the discipline.  The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to a variety of theoretical orientations, past and present, with an emphasis on the strengths and weaknesses of each approach.  By analyzing a variety of theories, it is also hoped that the student will develop a theoretical view and critical analysis of her/his own.

Broad social trends, shifts in population, urbanization, industrialization and bureaucratization can lead to significant social change within society.  Social and political theory seeks to talk about and analyze those changes.  Hence, social (and political) theory concerns itself with the analysis of an era and is often represented as a form of dialogue, research, and/or critical analysis of actual societies and phenomena within society.  Societies are characterized by change: the rate of change, the processes of change, and the directions of change.  All societies are involved in a process of social change, however, this change may seem so incremental that the members of the society are hardly aware of it.  In addition, rarely does one single cause produce one single effect.  Social theories came about, then, as attempts to explain, or account for, social and cultural change. As such, they offer us a way of operating in the world and help us to clarify norms and values, political and economic understanding, and the relationships of things by themselves and in comparison to each other. Prerequisite:  SOCI 1101
NOTEBOOK COMPUTER REQUIREMENT:  Each CSU student is required to have ready access throughout the semester to a notebook computer that meets faculty-approved hardware and software requirements for the student’s academic program.  Students will sign a statement attesting to such access.  For further information on CSU’s Official Notebook Computer Policy, please go to http:itpchoice.clayton.edu/policy.htm.
COMPUTER SKILL PREREQUISITES:

· Ability to use the WindowsTM operating system.
· Ability to use a Microsoft WordTM  word processing program.
· Ability to send and receive e-mail using the OutlookTM  or Outlook ExpressTM program.
· Ability to attach and retrieve attached files via email.
· Ability to use a Web browser.
IN CLASS USE OF STUDENT NOTEBOOK COMPUTERS:


Student notebook computers will not be used in the classroom in this course.  Computers will be required to access course materials and to communicate with your instructor.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

· (1) To learn the traditional and classical as well as the modern and contemporary theories included in the field of Sociology; to examine the strengths and weaknesses of each of the theoretical approaches; to come away with a critical analysis of these theoretical orientations as well as develop a social theoretical perspective of your own.

· (2) To define and articulate sociological concepts learned in class.

· (3) To relate insights gained from the study of social (and political) theory to other fields of knowledge and experience.

· (4) To express coherent arguments in writing or speaking through use of sociological concepts and principles learned.

· (5) To engage in critical thinking, reading and writing throughout the semester.
TEXTBOOK INFORMATION:
Required text:
LEMERT, CHARLES.  “SOCIAL THEORY – THE MULTICULTURAL & CLASSICAL READINGS”

OTHER READINGS ASSIGNED FROM THE READING LIST IN THE BIBLIOGRAPY AT THE END OF THIS SYLLABUS.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1.
Regular class attendance is expected and you will lose points for being absent from any class, especially if you miss any in-class projects, quizzes, summaries, etc.  Only genuine and verified health or family crises will be granted the status of excused absences, and this will not give you attendance; it may only be relevant where an assignment is due.  Attendance at sports team practices or events are not granted as excused absences. Students missing 6 or more classes will automatically be dropped from the roster!! This is a new university attendance policy!!  Please do not ask for an exception with attendance or assignments as I intend to implement this policy fairly and universally to all students in the course.  Please respect this policy.

2.
This course involves a large amount of reading and writing.  By staying enrolled in the course, you are indicating your agreement to do this reading and writing and to do it as assigned.  The quality of the class depends upon your diligence in reading the assigned material and your active participation in class discussions.  The course will be organized as a seminar and although there will be some lecture, the majority of class time will be devoted to discussion of the assigned readings.  

3.
One or two students will take responsibility for leading the discussion in each week’s session.  Assignments will take place in the beginning of the semester.

4.
For each essay assigned to read, each student must write one short summary paragraph (ie, if there are 7 assigned readings for the week, you should turn in 7 short summary paragraphs).  These must be typewritten and handed in at the beginning of class each Tuesday and include the entire week’s readings.  Each short paragraph should represent a response or critical reflection.  Since many of your ideas will form the basis of our classroom discussions, you must be prepared to present them and defend your perspective as well as why you found these particular points interesting.  Please keep a Xerox copy of your summary for your own reference in the event you are called upon to share one of your points with the rest of the class.

5.
There will be several analytical/reaction papers required as assigned.  In some cases a movie or videotape will be required for viewing and a reaction paper completed to fulfill the assignment.  The topic for these papers will be given in class and will generally have a one week turn around time. Use the FORMAT FOR PAPERS at the end of the syllabus for completing these papers.
6.
Each student will be required to conduct an interview with a person of their choice.  This person can be someone you believe qualifies as a modern day social change agent; it can be someone whom you believe exemplifies the quality, characteristics and determination similar to some of the social/political theorists we have studied during the semester; or the person can be someone whose life is full of or affected by any of the social issues we have studied during the semester.  You must write a story or narrative account of the person you have selected detailing the things about their life or characteristics they possess that caused you to select them for this assignment.  Narratives must be typewritten, 4 pages minimum in length and due on April 28th.
7.
Each student will also write and perform a short poem or song of her/his own design.  This poem or song should be an expression of how you see the world (or your life, or your society or your culture, or your gender) in social or political theoretical perspective today.  All poems will be due on April 30th and presented during the final exam scheduled time slot.
8.
The Port Huron Statement (which you will be reading this semester) was the founding document of Students for a Democratic Society, a key event in the youth movement of the 1960’s.  Students will form groups of no more than 3- 4 persons each and be required to develop a political manifesto for your generation.  Of course, there may be irreconcilable differences among you and if this happens you may split up and each individual can write her/his own document (although I wouldn’t encourage it; it’s too much work for one person). The Port Huron Statement can be used as a model and while I certainly do not expect the same level of detail, the document should be as extensive as you see fit to make it.  I encourage you to form your groups and begin the process of deliberations over your document as soon as possible.  These will be due on April 23rd and presented in class on April 28th and 30th.

9.
Students will also be required to write a final paper demonstrating your knowledge of social and political theory that you have learned during the semester.  Ideally, the paper should take a major work or book of one of the theorists studied in class and be compared and contrasted to the authors theory that was studied in class.  You may also take a different author, another theory or a social issue and compare and contrast it to an author’s work or social theory that was discussed in class.  Your paper topic must be approved in advance; hence your proposal for the paper and 1 to 3 references must be turned in on March 31st.  The final paper will be due on April 28th.  Length can be 5 - 7 pages.  Make sure it follows the FORMAT FOR PAPERS LISTED AT THE BACK OF THE SYLLABUS.
10.
There will be three short exams spread fairly evenly throughout the semester.  The dates are listed on the syllabus.

11.
All assigned work must be completed in order to pass this course.  Each assignment is to be submitted on the date scheduled, and at the beginning of the class period, no later than 10 minutes after the start of class. Papers not submitted within the first ten minutes of the class period will be considered LATE.  NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED.NO PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED BY EMAIL! Sometimes students may have a LEGITIMATE EMERGENCY. In this case, only one email will be accepted for an assignment in the semester and ONLY IF YOU ARE HAVING A DIRE, AND EMERGENCY SITUATION. The purpose of this strict policy is to honor fairness among all students in the course.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Department Office:

Arts & Sciences Room #110
Department Phone:

678/466-4800
Department Assistant:
Jacqueline Person
If you need to get in touch with me outside of scheduled office hours, please email me or call me at (678) 466-4854 and leave me an email or voice mail message.  I generally check my email and voicemail messages several times a day and I will make an effort to get back to you within 24 hours. 
Students must abide by policies in the Clayton State University Student Handbook, and the Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities.  

NO EXTRA-CREDIT WILL BE OFFERED OR ACCEPTED FOR THIS CLASS!!  Please respect this policy as its purpose is to honor fairness to all students in the course. Grading will be done on a numerical scale during the semester, with a final letter grade determined at the end of the course.  Each graded item has been given a point value, and the total points earned will determine your letter grade according to the scale below.

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE:

Please do not hold conversations with classmates whenever the professor or another student is speaking. Your undivided attention in class is a must particularly because an atmosphere of mutual respect is in order.  PLEASE NOTE: the professor reserves the right to request a student to leave if his or her behavior seems inappropriate and disrespectful.  Please turn your cell phones to off or silent… and, please, no texting during class.

Finally…
Students are encouraged to study together.  Study groups are especially useful for exams and for discussing assigned readings.  All written coursework, however, must be your own.
The Professor reserves the right to make additions, deletions or changes to any part of this syllabus at any time during the semester.

SOCIAL THEORY – SOCI 3010 
Dr. Karen Beasley Young, Professor

Course Organization and Schedule:

Week 1 -
January 13 – Course syllabus and Social Theory overview

January 15 – Social Theory (1-20); Modernity’s Classical Age (21-27).

Week 2 - 
January 20 –  MLK Jr. Holiday – no class!!


January 22 – Engels (65-67); James (157-162)





   Marx, Weber, Durkheim – H.O.

Week 3 -
January 27 –  Dubois (162-168); Dubois – H.O.; Gilman (170-174); Cooper (174-180); Douglas – H.O.; Social Theory & World Conflict (187-197); Keynes (199-202); 

January 29 – Horkheimer (204-208); Lenin (215-217); Mannheim (213-217); Merton (225-237); Myrdal (245-247);  Project #1 due.
Week 4 -
February 3 and 5


Review 02/03 – Exam #1 – 02/05 

Week 5 -
February 10 – Gramsci (259-261); Benedict (266-269); Golden 


Moment (271-282).
February 12 – Kennan (283-286); Bell (287-290);  Goffman (332-336).
Week 6 -
February 17 – de Beauvior (339-341); Cesaire (342-344); MLK (345 -
348); Wright-Mills (349-352).
February 19 – Port Huron (352-355); Friedan (355-358); Will the Center Hold? (365-375); Galbraith (377-380) 
Week 7 -
February 24 – Berger-Luckman (384-388); Lasch – H.O.; James 


(413-422); Gouldner (422-425); Lorde (441-443).



February 26 – Out of class assignment
Week 8 -
March 3 and 5


Review 03/03 – Exam #2 – 03/05
Week 9 -
March 10 and 12 – SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS!!!

Week 10 -
March 17 – After Modernity (445-456); Rorty (461-464); Giddens (477-483); Hartstock (487-494).

March 19 – Asante (494-496); Gates (515-521); Anzaldua (547-553); Lessor – H.O.; Vaclav Havel (572-573).



Paper proposal & references due 03/19.
Week 11 -
March 24 – Democracy’s Discontent – H.O.



March 26 – Why Do They Hate Us? – H.O. 
Week 12 -
March 31 – Imperial Hubris – H.O.; Cornel West – H.O.


April 2 – Patricia Hill-Collins/Parts 1 & 2 – H.O.
Week 13 -
April 7 – Nelson Mandela – H.O.



April 9 – Exam #3

Week 14 -
April 14 – Michael Eric Dyson – H.O.



April 16 – Randal Robinson Part 1 – H.O. Interview due!
Week 15 -
April 21 – Randall Robinson Part  2 – H.O. 
April 23 – Queer Theory – Weeks (553-557); Seidman – H.O.; J.L. King – H.O. – Manifesto and poem due!!
Week 16 -
April 28 – Manifesto presentations 


April 30 – Manifesto presentations – Paper due!
Week 17 -
Week of May 4th – FINAL PRESENTATIONS DURING FINAL EXAM SLOT.

EVALUATION:







GRADING:

Weekly summary papers

 30




261 – 290
90%
A

2 reaction papers


 30 (15 points each)


232 – 260
80%
B

3 examinations @ 35 each

105




203 – 231
70%
C

Paper proposal


 10




174 – 202
60%
D

Final paper



 30




173 & below

F 
Interview narrative


 20

Political manifesto


 20
Poem & presentation


 15
Class attendance


 20
Discussion Leader


 10

TOTAL

290 points

MID-TERM PROGRESS REPORT


The mid-term grade in this course will be issued on approximately February 19th, and will reflect a portion of the entire course grade.  Based on this grade, students may choose to withdraw from the course and receive a grade of “W”.  Students pursuing this option must fill out an official withdrawal form available in the Office of the Registrar and October 10th is the last day to withdraw without penalty.

CLAYTON STATE UNIVERSITY ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY

Clayton State University is a community of scholars which emphasizes the mutual responsibility of all members to seek knowledge honestly and in good faith.  Students are responsible for doing their own work and any type of activity that is considered dishonest by reasonable standards may constitute academic misconduct.  The most common forms of academic misconduct are cheating and plagiarism.  All instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of zero for the work involved.  All instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Office of Student Life/Judicial Affairs.  Judicial procedures are described at:



http://adminservices.clayton.edu/studentlife/judicial_affairs.htm.

FORMAT FOR PAPERS

THE FOLLOWING FORMAT IS TO BE USED FOR ALL DESIGNATED PAPERS HANDED IN FOR THIS CLASS:

1.
All papers must be typed and double-spaced.

2.
All papers must be stapled in the upper left-hand corner.

3.
All papers must have page numbers on the right-hand side at the 
bottom of the page.

4.
All font sizes must be 12 pct.

5.
All papers must have a title.

6.
All papers must have cover page with the following information:





Your Name





Title of Paper





Title of Course





Date Paper is Submitted

(Please center this information horizontally and vertically on 
your cover page.)

7.
Your cover page should be one page MORE than the required amount of pages for the assignment, i.e., if the page requirement for the assignment is five pages and the fifth page is the bibliography, the cover sheet would make the paper six (6) pages.  

8.
None of the information listed in item #6 above should be in the narrative body of your paper; this information should only be on 
the title page.

9.
Points will be subtracted from you paper if paper has not been 



formatted correctly.

I APPRECIATE YOUR COOPERATION AND ASSISTANCE!!  

BIBLIOGRAPHY & COURSE READINGS –

Texts to be used during the course:

1.
Lemert, Charles, ed.  Social Theory: The Multicultural and Classic Readings. Westview Press.  Boulder, CO, 1999.  MAIN TEXT

2.
Anonymous.  Imperial Hubris: Why the West is Losing the War on Terror. Brassey’s Inc.  Dulles, VA, 2004.

3.
Collins, Patricia Hill.  Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, 
and the Politics of Empowerment.  Routledge.  New  York, NY, 1991.

4.
Ibid.  Black Sexual Politics: African Americans, Gender, and the New Racism. Routledge.  New York, NY, 2004.

5.
Ibid.  Fighting Words: Black Women in Their Search for Justice. Routledge.  New York, NY, 1998.

6.
Dyson, Michael Eric.  Reflecting Black: African American Cultural Criticism. University of Minnesota Press.  Minneapolis, MN, 1993.

7.
King, J.L.  On the Down Low.  Broadway Books/Random House.  New York, NY, 2004.

8.
Mandela, Nelson.  The Struggle Is My Life.  IDAF Publications Ltd.  London, 1990.

9.
Robinson, Randall.  The Debt: What American Owes to Blacks. Penguin Books.  New York, NY, 2000.

10.
Ibid.  Quitting America: The Departure of a Black Man From His Native Land. Penguin Books.  New York, NY, 2004.

11.
West, Cornel.  Race Matters.  Beacon Press.  Boston, MA, 1993, 2001.

12.
Zakaria, Fareed.  Why Do They Hate Us? – The Politics of Rage. In Newsweek, Special Report.  October 15, 2001.


Various other readings as assigned and on reserve in the library.

