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CLAYTON STATE UNIVERSITY
COURSE SYLLABUS – FALL 2009
INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY 1101- 87404
Dr. Karen Beasley Young, Professor

TR – 12:45pm – 2:00pm   ROOM Clayton Hall T-128
Email:  KarenYoung@clayton.edu
Website:  http://a-s.clayton.edu/kyoung

Office:  Clayton Hall T-105C   Phone: 678/466-4854
Office Hours:  TR 8:00am – 9:30am & 11:15am – 12:45pm
    and by appointment

Individuals with disabilities who need to request accommodations should contact the Disability Services Coordinator, Student Center 214, (770) 961-3719, disabilityservices@mail.clayton.edu.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
  This course is an introduction to Sociology.  Through readings, class discussions and videos, we will explore the various segments of sociology and its effects on our lives on an everyday basis.  We will look at systems of social stratification, values, beliefs, economics, politics, and race and gender in understanding our thoughts, feelings and actions.  As such, we will examine how looking at sociology, through historical, cultural and social approaches, can clarify our understanding of ourselves and each other.
NOTEBOOK COMPUTER REQUIREMENT:  Each CSU student is required to have ready access throughout the semester to a notebook computer that meets faculty-approved hardware and software requirements for the student’s academic program.  Students will sign a statement attesting to such access.  For further information on CSU’s Official Notebook Computer Policy, please go to http:itpchoice.clayton.edu/policy.htm.
COMPUTER SKILL PREREQUISITES:

· Ability to use the WindowsTM operating system.
· Ability to use a Microsoft WordTM  word processing program.
· Ability to send and receive e-mail using the OutlookTM  or Outlook ExpressTM program.
· Ability to attach and retrieve attached files via email.
· Ability to use a Web browser.
IN CLASS USE OF STUDENT NOTEBOOK COMPUTERS:


Student notebook computers will not be used in the classroom in this course.  Computers will be required to access course materials and to communicate with your instructor.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

· (1) To learn the basic principles associated with values, beliefs, race, gender, economics, politics, stratification, education, and religion.

· (2) To define and articulate sociological concepts learned in class.

· (3) To relate insights gained from the study of sociological principles to other fields of knowledge and experience.

· (4) To express coherent arguments in writing or speaking through use of sociological concepts and principles learned.

· (5) To engage in critical thinking, reading and writing throughout the semester.
TEXTBOOK INFORMATION:
Required text:
HENSLIN, JAMES M.  “ESSENTIALS OF SOCIOLOGY – A DOWN-TO-EARTH APPROACH.”
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Attendance is expected. You will lose points for being absent from any class, especially if you miss any in-class projects, quizzes, summaries, etc.  Your participation is essential to the success of the class because participation and attendance count!! Students missing 6 or more classes will automatically be dropped from the roster!!  This is a new university attendance policy!
2. Secondly, you are required to READ!  It may seem unnecessary to say this to college students, but my own experience has taught me that the number one failing of students is that they do not stay current on the reading.  READING counts!
3. There will be four exams spread evenly throughout the semester.  The exams are multiple choice and are NOT cumulative; however, from time to time, an answer may depend on information you had to read for a prior exam.  PLEASE DO NOT MISS THEM.  THERE WILL BE NO MAKE-UP EXAMS EXCEPT IN THE CASE OF EXTREME ILLNESS AND UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, NOTHING CAN BE MADE UP UNLESS ARRANGED IN ADVANCE WITH THE INSTRUCTOR PRIOR TO CLASS.
4. There will also be three short writing projects due according to the dates on the syllabus.  In this assignment, you are required to select an article from a magazine, or from an academic journal that is related to one of the main topics of the week’s readings.  But, NO NEWSPAPER ARTICLES ARE ALLOWED! Papers must be typed, double spaced and must be a minimum of 2 PAGES OF TEXT, ONE COVER SHEET, AND A BIBLIOGRAPHY!  (see format guidelines handed out separately.)  The article you are writing about must be Xeroxed and attached to your paper – NO EXCEPTIONS!!  LATE PAPERS AND/OR PAPERS WITHOUT ORIGINAL SOURCE MATERIAL ATTACHED WILL RECEIVE A MAXIMUM OF 3 (yes three!) POINTS EACH.  A PAPER IS CONSIDERED LATE IF IT IS NOT HANDED IN WITHIN THE FIRST 10 MINUTES OF THE CLASS SESSION. PAPERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED BY EMAIL!!  The purpose of this strict policy is to honor fairness to all students in the course.  Please respect this policy.
5. Each student will be required to hand in a one page summary of the chapter every Monday morning at the beginning of class.  Email summaries will not be accepted. At the end of the summary, you must include one or two discussion questions that you come up with on your own. Because many of your discussion questions will form the basis for our in-class discussions, the quality of these questions should be reflective and substantial and this will be reflected in your class participation and discussion grade.
6. Each student will be required to do a short oral presentation at the end of each class period.  This presentation will be in the form of “Words of wisdom, enlightenment, encouragement, or inspiration”.  It can be a saying from a favorite author, a portion of a song or a poem, or an original creation.  BY ALL MEANS, BE CREATIVE!! 
7.
Students will also form groups and collectively write and perform a “play/skit” or “vignette” during the day of the final.  This group should average between 4 to 5 members. The play can be an original creation, i.e., your group will write their own skit and perform it, or it can be a performance from the work of another writer or artist whose work you feel is appropriate to the subject matter of the class. You must choose your own groups – I will not choose them for you.  This is team project and a way to get to know others in the class. YOU WLL NOT BE ABLE TO PASS THE CLASS UNLESS YOU PARTICIPATE IN THIS TEAM PROJECT!!!! 

8.
All assigned work must be completed in order to pass this course and professional quality work is expected.  Each assignment is to be submitted on the date scheduled, and at the beginning of the class period. Papers not submitted at the beginning of the class period will be considered LATE.  The purpose of this strict policy is to honor fairness to all students in the course.
9. Students must abide by policies in the Clayton State University Student Handbook, and the Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities.  

NO EXTRA-CREDIT WILL BE OFFERED OR ACCEPTED FOR THIS CLASS!!  Please respect this policy as its purpose is to honor fairness to all students in the course. Grading will be done on a numerical scale during the semester, with a final letter grade determined at the end of the course.  Each graded item has been given a point value, and the total points earned will determine your letter grade according to the scale below.

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE:

Please do not hold conversations with classmates whenever the professor or another student is speaking. Your undivided attention in class is a must particularly because an atmosphere of mutual respect is in order.  PLEASE NOTE: the professor reserves the right to request a student to leave if his or her behavior seems inappropriate and disrespectful.  Please turn your cell phones to off or silent… and, please, no texting during class.

Finally…
Students are encouraged to study together.  Study groups are especially useful for discussing assigned readings.  All written coursework, however, must be your own.
The Professor reserves the right to make additions, deletions or changes to any part of this syllabus at any time during the semester.

INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY 1101

Dr. Karen Beasley Young, Professor
Course Organization and Schedule:

Week 1 -
August 18 and 20


Course Syllabus & Ch. 1 – The Sociological Perspective
Week 2 - 
August 25 and 27
Ch. 2 - Culture

Week 3 -
September 1 and 3 
Ch. 3 – Socialization    


Project #1 due 09/03
Week 4 -
September 8 and 10 (no class September 8th)


Exam #1 – 09/10
Week 5 -
September 15 - Ch. 4 – Social Structure and Social Interaction


September 17 - Ch. 5 – Social Groups and Formal Organizations

Week 6 -
September 22 and 24

Ch. 6 - Deviance and Social Control

Week 7 -
September 29 and October 1
Ch. 7 – Global Stratification


Project #2 due 10/01

Week 8 -
October 6 and 8


Ch. 8 – Social Class in the United States



Exam #2 – 10/08
Week 9 -
October 13 and 15
Ch. 9 – Inequalities of Race and Ethnicity

Week 10 -
October 20 and 22

Ch. 10 – Inequalities of Gender and Age

Week 11 -
October 27 and 29



Ch. 11 – Politics and the Economy

Project #3 due 10/29
Week 12 -
November 3 and 5

Ch. 12 – Marriage and Family


Exam #3 – 11/05

Week 13 -
November 10 and 12


Ch. 13 – Education and Religion

Week 14 -
November 17 and 19


Ch. 14 – Population and Urbanization

Week 15 -
November 24 and 26 – THANKSGIVING WEEK!!  



Ch. 15 – Social Change: Technology, Movements, Environment 



Happy Thanksgiving!! – No class November 26!!

Week 16
December 1 and 3 


Ch 15 – finish!


Exam #4 – 12/03

Week 17
Week of Dec 8th – SKITS DURING FINAL EXAM SLOT
EVALUATION:






GRADING:

4 Exams @ 35/ea.


140



216 – 240
A 

3 Topic Papers @ 15/ea
 
 45



192 – 215
B

Attendance


 
 20



168 – 191
C

Weekly summaries/discussion
 15



144-167
D

Printed Syllabus 1st week of class 5



below 144
F

Skits


 
 15








TOTAL
240
MID-TERM PROGRESS REPORT


The mid-term grade in this course will be issued on approximately October 9th, and will reflect a portion of the entire course grade.  Based on this grade, students may choose to withdraw from the course and receive a grade of “W”.  Students pursuing this option must fill out an official withdrawal form available in the Office of the Registrar and October 9th is the last day to withdraw without penalty.

CLAYTON STATE UNIVERSITY ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY

Clayton State University is a community of scholars which emphasizes the mutual responsibility of all members to seek knowledge honestly and in good faith.  Students are responsible for doing their own work and any type of activity that is considered dishonest by reasonable standards may constitute academic misconduct.  The most common forms of academic misconduct are cheating and plagiarism.  All instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of zero for the work involved.  All instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Office of Student Life/Judicial Affairs.  Judicial procedures are described at:



http://adminservices.clayton.edu/studentlife/judicial_affairs.htm.

LATE PAPERS AND PAPERS WITHOUT RESOURCE MATERIAL ATTACHED WILL RECEIVE A MAXIMUM OF 3 POINTS!!!

Last Update:  August 18, 2009

FORMAT FOR PAPERS

THE FOLLOWING FORMAT IS TO BE USED FOR ALL DESIGNATED PAPERS HANDED IN FOR THIS CLASS:

1.
All papers must be typed and double-spaced.

2.
All papers must be stapled in the upper left-hand corner.

3.
All papers must have page numbers on the right-hand side at the 
bottom of the page.

4.
All font sizes must be 12 pct. or smaller.
5.
All papers must have a title and a bibliography.
6.
All papers must have cover page with the following information:





Your Name





Title of Paper





Title of Course





Date Paper is Submitted

(You may center this information horizontally and vertically on your cover page and/or add graphics if you like.)

7.
Your cover page should be one page MORE than the required amount of pages for the assignment, i.e., if the page requirement for the assignment is five pages and the fifth page is the bibliography, the cover sheet would make the paper six (6) pages.  

8.
None of the information listed in item #6 above should be in the 
narrative body of your paper; this information should only be on 
the title page.

9.
Points will be subtracted from you paper if paper has not been 



formatted correctly.

I APPRECIATE YOUR COOPERATION AND ASSISTANCE!!  

