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BIOL 1107 - Principles of Biology I
Course Syllabus – Fall 2011


Individuals with disabilities who need to request accommodations should contact the Disability Services Coordinator, Student Center 214, 678-466-5445, disabilityservices@mail.clayton.edu.
COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE: BIOL 1107 Principles of Biology I
 CREDIT HOURS: 3.0 semester credit hours
 CATALOG DESCRIPTION
An introductory biology sequence designed for science majors which includes chemistry, cell structure and function, cell division, molecular genetics, Mendelian genetics, evolution, plant and animal systematics, and ecology.  BIOL1107 is the first course of a two semester sequence for students majoring in the sciences or in some pre-professional programs. It is expected that students have a biology and chemistry background from high school and have a familiarity with algebra. Writing coherently is also expected.

CO-REQUISITES
BIOL1107L, Principles of Biology I laboratory. Withdrawal from BIOL1107 requires withdrawal from BIOL1107L and withdrawal from BIOL1107L requires withdrawal from BIOL1107.

NOTEBOOK COMPUTER REQUIREMENT:
Each CSU student is required to have ready access throughout the semester to a notebook computer that meets faculty-approved hardware and software requirements for the student's academic program. Students will sign a statement attesting to such access.  For further information on CSU's Official Notebook Computer Policy, please go to http://itpchoice.clayton.edu/policy.htm.
 


COMPUTER SKILL PREREQUISITES:
·        Able to use the WindowsTM. 
·        Able to use Microsoft WordTM. 
·        Able to use Microsoft ExcelTM. 
·        Able to send and receive e-mail using OutlookTM or Outlook ExpressTM. 
·        Able to use a Web browser. 
 
IN-CLASS USE OF STUDENT NOTEBOOK COMPUTERS:
Student notebook computers will not be used during class. Outside of class, computers will be used to complete assignments, access the internet and class materials, do activities on the text CD ROM, and to communicate with the instructor.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to: 
· understand science as a process of inquiry. 
· describe the levels of organization in living things. 
· integrate chemical information in the investigation of cell structure and function. 
· investigate the processes of bioenergetics necessary for life. 
· investigate inheritance and genetics from Mendelian, chromosomal and molecular perspectives.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
General education outcomes:
The following links provide tabular descriptions of the communications outcome and the critical thinking outcome components  (see BIOL1107 in the tables): 
·        Communications outcomes components 
·        Critical thinking outcomes components 
 
Biology outcomes:
BIOL1107 supports outcomes 1, 4, 5, and 7 of the biology major:
· Outcome 1:  Knowledge of the basic principles of major fields of biology. 
· Outcome 4:  Ability to communicate orally and in writing in a clear concise manner. 
· Outcome 5:  Ability to collect, evaluate, and interpret scientific data, and employ critical thinking skills to solve problems in biological science and supporting fields. 
· Outcome 7:  Appreciation for the impact of biological and physical science on the environment and society 


Operation Study: At Clayton State University, we expect and support high motivation and academic achievement. Look for Operation Study activities and programs this semester that are designed to enhance your academic success such as study sessions, study breaks, workshops, and opportunities to earn Study Bucks (for use in the University Bookstore) and other items.

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION:
Dr. Samantha Fowler (CRN: 87016, 88880)
Office:  Natural and Behavioral Sciences Building, 165
Phone:  (678) 466-4816 
e-mail: Samanthafowler@clayton.edu
Internet address:  http://a-s.clayton.edu/sfowler4/SamanthaFowler.default.htm
Office hours:  http://a-s.clayton.edu/sfowler4/Schedule.html
 
Dr. Jere Boudell (CRN 87017)
Office: Laboratory Annex Building, 116-C 
Phone: (678) 466-4772
E-mail: JereBoudell@clayotn.edu
Internet Address: http://a-s.clayton.edu/jboudell/
Office Hours: http://a-s.clayton.edu/jboudell/schedule.htm
 
Dr. J. Yvette Gardner (CRN 88458)
Office: Natural and Behavioral Sciences Building, 166
Phone: (678) 466-4779 
e-mail: JGardner@clayton.edu 
Internet address: http://a-s.clayton.edu/jgjohnson/default.html 
Office hours: TBA
 
CAMPUS MAP

Required text:  
· Campbell's Biology, 9th Edition, Reece et al., The Benjamin/Cummings Publishing Company, Inc., 2010. 
· Writing papers in the biological sciences, 4th edition, Victoria E. McMillan. Bedford/St. Martin's. New York . (0312440839) 
Text coverage: Chapters 1-10, 12-17

EVALUATION:
	Item
	Points

	4 Exams @ 100 points
	400

	1 Cumulative Final Exam 
	100

	Quizzes and/or Assignments
	100

	Total 
	600



GRADING:
Your final grade will be determined as follows:
	Grade
	Total Points Earned
	Percentage Range

	A
	537-600
	90 - 100%

	B
	477-536
	80 - 89%

	C
	417-476
	70 - 79%

	D
	357-416
	60 - 69%

	F
	<357
	below 60%


 

Tentative Course Schedule*:
Campbell's Biology, 9th Edition, Reece et al., The Benjamin/Cummings Publishing Company, Inc., 2010
	Week of:
	Topic
	Chapters

	Aug. 15
	Introduction: Themes in the Study of Life 
Chemistry 
	1 
2

	Aug. 22
	Water 
Carbon
	3 
4

	Aug 29
	Macromolecules
	5

	Sept. 5
	(LABOR DAY BREAK NO CLASSES Sept. 5 & 6)
Exam 1 
Metabolism 
	

8 

	Sept. 12
	Metabolism 
Cells 
	8 
6

	Sept. 19
	Cell Membrane
	7

	Sept. 26
	Cellular Respiration
	9

	Oct. 3
	Photosynthesis
Exam 2  
	10 

	Last Day to Drop w/o Academic Penalty: Friday October 7th

	Oct. 10
	 Cell Cycle/Mitosis
Cell cycle web page 
	12

	Oct. 17
	Meiosis/Sexual reproduction 
Mendelian genetics
	13 
14

	Oct. 24
	Mendelian genetics 
	14 

	Oct. 31
	Chromosomal Basis of Inheritance 
	15 

	Nov. 7
	Exam 3 
Molecular Basis of Inheritance 
	  
16

	Nov. 14
	Protein Synthesis  
 
	17

	Nov. 21
	Protein Synthesis 
(THANKSGIVING BREAK NO CLASS Nov. 23-27) 
	17

	Nov. 28
	Biotechnology
Exam 4
	  Chapter 20--if time permits

	Dec 5
	FINAL EXAM
Final exam schedule: http://adminservices.clayton.edu/registrar/finals.htm
	All above


*This lecture schedule and lecture testing is tentative and may change. Tests may be given the week before or the week after the week listed here--or during the week predicted. Specific test dates will be announced approximately one week in advance in class.

Classroom regulations and policies:
Students must abide by policies in the Clayton State University Student Handbook, and the Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities.
1. No computers, cellular telephones, pagers, instant messaging devices, etc.  
2. No talking while the instructor or another student is talking.  Students repeatedly violating this policy will be asked to leave the classroom for being disruptive.
3. Snacks and drink are allowed, within reason.  If you make a mess, you are responsible for cleaning it up.
4. Visitors are not permitted without the instructor’s permission.  Children are not allowed in the classroom at anytime.
5. Quizzes will be given at the beginning of class.  Students who are late must remain outside of the classroom until the quiz is finished and will receive a grade of zero.  There are no make-up quizzes.  A quiz may be based on your attendance on a particular day.  Quizzes, including attendance quizzes, may be unannounced.
6. Exams start at the beginning of class.  The instructor may permit a student to begin late if the excuse is reasonable.  Students who are more than 10 minutes late will not be allowed to begin the exam. There are no make-up exams.
7. Attendance is expected.  You are responsible for obtaining any missed information from other students.  This includes information concerning quiz dates, exam dates, etc.  Students who do not attend regularly generally do not do well in the course.  There are no "excused absences" in this class.
8. Your lowest quiz grade will be dropped.  There are no make-up quizzes.
9. Each student is granted an absence from one exam during the course of the semester.  This is a “no questions asked” situation.  Illness, travel, court, doctor’s appointment, oversleeping, etc. are all valid.  It is up to you how you use it.  Missing more than one exam will result in a grade of zero for the missed work.  There are no make-up exams.  Your final exam grade will be doubled to make up for your missed exam.  
10. No form of academic dishonesty will be tolerated in this course.  The most common forms are cheating and plagiarism, but any type of activity that is considered dishonest by reasonable standards will constitute academic dishonesty.  The minimum penalty is a grade of zero on the work involved.  The maximum penalty is expulsion from the university.  Be aware that students found in violation of the university’s academic dishonesty code have lost scholarships, athletic eligibility, and/or their U.S. student visa (if an international student).  All forms of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Office of Student Affairs for investigation.  Judicial procedures are described at http://adminservices.clayton.edu/judicial/.
11. No form of disruptive behavior will be tolerated in this class.  While a variety of behaviors can be disruptive in a classroom setting, more serious examples include belligerent, abusive, profane, and/or threatening behavior.  A student who fails to respond to reasonable faculty direction regarding classroom behavior and/or is found to be repeatedly disruptive while participating in classroom activities may be dismissed from class.  A student who is dismissed is entitled to due process and will be afforded such rights as soon as possible following dismissal.  If found in violation, a student may be administratively withdrawn and may receive a grade of WF.  For more information, please refer to: http://as.clayton.edu/DisruptiveClassroomBehavior.htm
Common examples of disruptive behavior include, but are not limited to:
a. Monopolizing classroom discussions
b. Failing to respect the rights of other students to express their viewpoints
c. Talking when the instructors or other students are speaking
d. Constant questions or interruptions which interfere with the instructor’s presentation
e. Overt inattentiveness (e.g. sleeping or surfing the internet)
f. Creating excessive noise
g. Entering the class late or leaving the class early
h. Use of cell phones or pagers in class
i. Inordinate or inappropriate demands for time or attention
j. Poor personal hygiene (e.g. noticeably offensive body odor)
k. Refusal to comply with faculty direction
Students exhibiting these types of behaviors can expect a warning from the instructor or dismissal for the lesson in which the behavior occurs. Failure to correct such behaviors can result in dismissal from the course.
More extreme examples of disruptive behavior include, but are not limited to:
	a.     Use of profanity or pejorative language
b.     Intoxication
c.     Verbal abuse of instructor or other students (e.g. taunting, badgering, intimidation)
d.     Harassment of instructor or other students
e.     Threats to harm oneself or others
f.      Physical violence
Students exhibiting these more extreme examples of disruptive behavior may be dismissed from the lesson or the entire course.

Students dismissed from a lesson will leave the classroom immediately or may be subject to additional penalties. Dismissed students are responsible for any course material or assignments missed.

Students dismissed from a course have the right to appeal the dismissal to the department head responsible for the course. Appeals beyond the department head may also be pursued. If no appeal is made or the appeal is unsuccessful, the student will receive a grade of WF (withdrawal – failing) regardless of the current grade in the course.

Conditions attributed to physical or psychological disabilities are not considered as a legitimate excuse for disruptive behavior.

The description of disruptive behavior and listings of examples of disruptive behavior are taken from the Web sites of James Madison University, the University of Delaware and Virginia Tech. 
 
Changes or additions to this syllabus, including reading, exam schedule, grading, and course policies can be made at the discretion of the instructor at any time.



Last updated: 8/8/2011
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