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Equal Rights in America
POLS 4427
Crn: 54339
T-Th 3:30-5:35 pm
Baker University Center room 425

Dr.  Joseph Corrado                                                Clayton Hall room 205A
Clayton State University                                          voicemail:  678-466-4803              

Summer 2011                                                          JoeCorrado@clayton.edu
Summer office hours:  Tuesday and Thursday 11:30 a.m.-1p.m.
Required Texts: 
Williams, Juan. 1988. Eyes on the Prize: America’s Civil Rights Years, 1954-1965. New York: Penguin Books. ISBN: 0-14-009653-1.
Hacker, Jacob S. and Paul Pierson. 2010. Winner-Take-All Politics: How Washington Made the Rich Richer-And Turned Its Back on the Middle Class. New York: Simon and Schuster. ISBN: 978-1-4165-8869-6.
Course Description (3 credits):  Equal Rights in America provides and in-depth investigation into the major accomplishments and shortfalls of the Civil Rights Movement from 1954-1968. It will also cover current equality issues that arose from this movement. These would include: gender, sexual orientation, immigration, and economic inequalities. 
COURSE REQUIREMENT: Access to communication between the instructor and students will require use of CSU email: 
The instructor will only respond to CSU email messages from students . Go to: http://thehub.clayton.edu and click "Service" for information on configuring your laptop computer to comply with CSU IT requirements. You MUST have your laptop computer configured to access CSU email. You will need to take your laptop computer to The HUB, located on the ground level of the University Center. You should have your computer configured and set up for CSU email BEFORE classes begin, or as soon as possible there after. 
The HUB is located in the University Center, or contact the HUB at 678-466-4357.    
Email rules of thumb: Email me directly at joecorrado@clayton.edu if you have a question. Do not respond to listserve messages that I send to the whole class and do not sent messages to the class listserve instead of emailing me directly. Use your CSU email address when contacting me. 

Georgia View: 
Your grades will be posted on GeorgiaView. I may also post some articles or other content here. The full syllabus will also be found on GeorgiaView. The syllabus on the home page of GeorgiaView is the authoritative syllabus.
Course Attendance policy: Attendance will be taken each class session. Attendance counts as a part of your participation grade. You are expected to come to each class prepared to discuss the readings. Read the syllabus very carefully and often.  Several pop reading quizzes will be given to ensure that you have done the reading. 
CSU Attendance Policy:
Students are expected to attend and participate in every class meeting. Instructors establish specific policies relating to absences in their courses and communicate these policies to the students through the course syllabi. Individual instructors, based upon the nature of the course, determine what effect excused and unexcused absences have in determining grades and upon students' ability to remain enrolled in their courses. The university reserves the right to determine that excessive absences, whether justified or not are sufficient cause for institutional withdrawals or failing grades.  The purpose of this policy is to increase retention.  Students who have poor class attendance records often do poorly in our courses.  The new policy is designed in order to emphasize to students that attending class is important and expected.  
Midterm Grades: A course midterm grade will be posted on the DUCK by midterm each semester. The midterm grade will only reflect work completed to the middle of the semester. More than half of the scored work in this course is completed after the midterm date. If you have questions, please contact the instructor.

The Spring deadline for you to withdraw from this course without academic accountability is June 24
Students must abide by policies in the CSU Catalog & Student Handbook.
http://a-s.clayton.edu/BasicUndergraduateStudentResponsibilities.htm 
Academic Dishonesty
Any type of activity that is considered dishonest by reasonable standards may constitute academic misconduct. The most common forms of academic misconduct are cheating and plagiarism.  All instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of zero for the work involved.  All instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Office of Student Life/Judicial Affairs.  Judicial procedures are described at
http://adminservices.clayton.edu/judicial/.
 
University Handbook is now at:  http://adminservices.clayton.edu/studentaffairs/StudentHandbook/foreword.htm
1) If you are found to have plagiarized your papers. You will receive a zero for that assignment.
2) If you are caught cheating on an exam you will receive a zero for that exam.
3) If you commit more than one offense you will receive an F for the course and will be sent to the academic Dean for further discipline. 
Disruption of the Learning Environment

Behavior which disrupts the teaching–learning process during class activities will not be tolerated.  While a variety of behaviors can be disruptive in a classroom setting, more serious examples include belligerent, abusive, profane, and/or threatening behavior.  A student who fails to respond to reasonable faculty direction regarding classroom behavior and/or behavior while participating in classroom activities may be dismissed from class.  A student who is dismissed is entitled to due process and will be afforded such rights as soon as possible following dismissal.  If found in violation, a student may be administratively withdrawn and may receive a grade of WF. 

Never have your computer on during class. 

If you come to class late take the nearest seat by the door.

Don’t talk to each other during class. 

Don’t leave class to take a phone call. 

Do not leave class early. Notify me if you have to go early for an extremely important reason and leave without bothering others.

Turn cell phones to the silent mode and put them and all other electronic devices such as I-pods, blackberries, blue-tooths, etc. away.  You will be asked to leave class if using these items. 

In general, all behavior that disrupts teaching and learning should be avoided. 

A more detailed description of examples of disruptive behavior and appeal procedures is provided at:  

http://a-s.clayton.edu/DisruptiveClassroomBehavior.htm
Disabilities:

 For information about Disability Services or to obtain this document in an alternative format, contact the Disabilities Coordinator, Student Center, Room 255 - ADA/ 504 Compliance Officer at. 678-466-5445 or disabilityservices@clayton.edu.

Political Science Degree Program Outcomes and Assessments:
Outcomes: Graduating political science majors should
       Apply concepts related to the structures and principles of the U.S. Constitution to historical and current politics.
       Explain and criticize U.S. political institutions and processes.
       Demonstrate ability to understand and apply social sciences research methods.

       Research and compose a Senior Thesis in a subfield of political science.

       Successfully complete a political science related internship.

Assessments:
       POLS 1101 geography tests
       POLS 2101 pre and post assessment surveys
       POLS 4490/POLS 4491 Internship/Practicum Site Supervisor Evaluation
       POLS 3000 and 4000  level course research papers 
       POLS 4501 Senior Thesis 
       ACAT Area Concentration Achievement Test taken by graduating   
   seniors
Course Outcomes: 
--demonstrate an understanding of the debates between different factions of the of the civil rights movement
--demonstrate the ability to identify the perspectives of key civil rights figures and to compare and contrast them
--exhibit an understanding of tactics used during the civil rights movement
--demonstrate knowledge about the key events during the civil rights movement
--exhibit research skills, proper citation styles, and strong writing ability in a research paper on equality issues during the Obama administration.

--demonstrate knowledge about economic inequality in the United States

--to be able to critically analyze different arguments for how inequality increased recently 
Course Assessments: 
Essay Examinations: (200 possible points)  
There will be a midterm and a final. A study guide will be distributed in class one week prior to these exams. You will have to purchase a bluebook and bring it with you to the exam. I will check the bluebooks to ensure there is no writing in them prior to the start of each exam. 
Research Paper: (100 points)   
Compare the arguments used in a current gay equality issue to that the arguments used for and against equality of African-Americans during the civil rights movement.  How are they similar and how are they different? Examine one of the following two issues.

1) The repeal of “don’t ask don’t tell”

2) The California gay marriage court case

You should examine at least 8 (non-editiorial or opinion) articles from the New York Times and the Washington Post as well as one chapter of the Williams book. 
--Your paper should include in-paper citations and bibliography with all of the sources used. (papers that do not include citations and a bibliography will be marked down significantly)
--It should be 3-5 pages of text in length.  The title page and the bibliography page does not count for length.
--Include a title page

--Include a bibliography 

--Use Lexis-Nexis to find the articles.  Cite the articles in the Chicago manual style. 

Guides on how to cite properly: 

Use this website for assistance on how to properly cite sources in the Chicago manual style  http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
If you need additional research help email and/or make an appointment with Katherine Ott from the library.

http://adminservices.clayton.edu/library/kott/
Course Attendance/Reading quizzes (80 points)

Course attendance =30 points. Several announced reading quizzes will be given. You are expected to be able to write about the key points of the assigned readings=50 points.
Grading:  

The Course Grading Scale - 380 Possible Points
A = 342-380
B = 304-341 

C = 266-340
D = 228-265
              F = 227 points or less 
I will round up to the next highest grade if you are within 1 percentage point of that grade. 
Missed Work/Makeup Exam Policy

Makeup exams are not guaranteed. In general you will be allowed to take exams before their scheduled date if a good reason is given. To take an exam after it is scheduled you need to contact the instructor via email the day before the exam and provide an important and documented reason. 
Late Papers: Papers are considered a day late at 3:30 on the due date.  Hard copies of papers should be on the podium in the front of the room prior to 3:30 in order to be given full credit. Papers that are time and date stamped by a student worker and placed in my mailbox in Clayton Hall room 211 before 3:30 on the due date will also be given full credit. If a paper is emailed or handed to me late on the day they are due they will be penalized 3 points.  If your paper is late email it to me as soon as it is done to avoid penalties. Papers will be marked down 5 points for every day that they are late. Everyday counts. 
Keep Informed: Watch a daily national news program or monitor a news website such as those maintained by ABC, CBS, CNN, MSN/NBC and/or PBS (I highly recommend the THE NEWS HOUR With Jim Lehrer on Channel 8 from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m., and Channel 30 from 7:00  to 8:00 p.m., M-F.); and  the CNN, and Headline NEWS channels. Listen to National Public Radio's "Morning Edition" and "All Things Considered" on WABE, FM 90.1, M-F.. at 6:00 to 9:00 a.m., and 4:00 to 6:30 p.m.  
Note that this syllabus is subject to revision at the instructors discretion in order to facilitate the educational process.

Course Outline: 

Week One: May 24-26

5/24: Introduction to the course. 
5/26: Historical background of the civil rights movement/The Story of School Desegregation
Williams Chapter one. 

Week Two: May 31-June 2

5/31: Montgomery Bus Boycott 
Williams chapter three 

6/2: The Untold Story of Emmitt Till
Week Three: June 7-June 9

6/7: The Little Rock Story
Williams Chapter four
6/9:  Freedom Riders
Williams chapter five 
Week Four: June 14-June 16

6/14: Lessons of Albany and Birmingham/March on Washington

Williams chapter six and interlude “The March on Washington”
6/16: Midterm exam, bring a bluebook with you to class
Week Five: June 21-June 23

6/21: Mississippi summer

Williams Chapter seven 
6/23: Selma: The Bridge to Freedom

Williams Chapter eight 
Week Six: June 28-June 30

6/28: The Winner-Take-All economy
Hacker and Pierson chapter one
6/30: How the Winner-Take-All Economy was Made
Hacker and Pierson chapter two 
Week Seven: July 5-July 7

7/5: The Politics of Organized combat and the 1970s
Hacker and Pierson chapters 4&5
7/7: Enron: the Smartest Guys in the Room 
Week Eight: July 12-14

7/12:  Inequality on overdrive
Hacker and Pierson chapters 8&9 
7/14: Politics of Immigration 
Week Nine: July 19-July 21

7/19:Papers due before class starts. Equality and Gays and Lesbians. 
7/21: Women and equality issues.  
Week Ten: July 26-July 28

7/26:  Obama and inequality
Hacker and Pierson chapter 10 
7/28: Final Exam/ bring a bluebook with you. 
