Interest Groups & Political Parties

POLS 3380 crn 54117
On-Line Course 

Dr.  Joseph Corrado                                                  A&S Building room110S
Clayton State University                                          voicemail: 678-466-4803              

Summer 2010                                                            joecorrado@clayton.edu 

Webpage:  go to www.clayton.edu, click search, type in  “Joe Corrado”, click on the first link.    

Summer office hours:  Wednesday 1:45-3:15  p.m. 
Interest Groups and Political Parties examines the nature, 
structure, and functions of interest groups and political 
parties in differing national cultural contexts with 
particular attention to electoral activity and their role in 
the policy making process.
Required Texts:  
Bibby, John F. and Brian F. Schnaffner. 2008. Politics, Parties, and Elections in America (6th Edition). Thomson Wadsworth: Boston.  ISBN-13: 978-0-534-60132-4 or ISBN-10: 0-534-60132-4.  
Alexander, Robert M. 2006. The Classics of Interest Group Behavior. Thomson Wadsworth. ISBN: 0-534-64384-1.  
Please Plan on attending the following four on-campus meeting dates in LEC B11. 
Course Meeting Dates:  

Orientation Saturday May 22  1:00-1:45 p.m., LEC B11
Students must attend the orientation to avoid being dropped from the class due the CSU no-show policy.  
1st Exam Saturday June 12   1-3 p.m. LEC B11
2nd Exam Saturday July 10  1-3 p.m. LEC B11
3rd Exam Saturday July 24 1-3 p.m. LEC B11
Remember to purchase bluebooks for the exams during normal M-F business hours for the CSU bookstore. 

Attendance Policy: This class will meet on the CSU campus only 4 times. It is essential that ALL students attend the course on-campus orientation and the three on-campus examinations. Please make an effort to be on time - once an examination begins you will have only the allotted examination time remaining. Examination make up opportunities are not generally available.

In selecting an online course approach to learning the course material, you have decided that an independent study approach to this course will work well for you. This class meets on the CSU campus only four times. In an online course you will be learning outside of a traditional college classroom environment. Therefore, truly extraordinary discipline must be exercised. The instructor is available to advise and assist you, but you study ALL assigned textbook chapters and other course materials in order to succeed. This approach gives you a lot of freedom to study when you choose. However, keep in mind that typically a student must devote approximately 6-8 hours a week to reading assignments in the course textbook, and studying for examinations to earn a C grade or better. Less time devoted to this course may result in an unsuccessful experience and a lower course grade than desired.

Political Science Degree Program Outcomes and Assessments:
 Graduating political science majors should 

· Apply concepts related to the structures and principles of the U.S. Constitution to historical and current politics.

· Explain and criticize U.S. political institutions and processes.

· Define and distinguish how aspects of the Georgia Constitution and government differ from the U.S. Constitution and government.


· Assess and compare how other national political systems and   international political organizations differ from the U.S. political system and recognize the importance of political geography. 

· Research and compose a project report in a subfield of political science.


· Successfully complete a political science related internship. 

Assessments:

· POLS 1101 pre and post assessment surveys & geography tests

· POLS 4490/POLS 4491 Internship/Practicum Site Supervisor   Evaluation

· POLS 4500 Senior Seminar research paper

· POLS 4500 Senior Political Science Program Exit Survey 


· ETS Political Science Field Test taken by graduating seniors
COURSE REQUIREMENT: Access to communication between the instructor and students will require use of CSU email: 
The instructor will only respond to CSU email messages from students . Go to: http://thehub.clayton.edu and click "Service" for information on configuring your laptop computer to comply with CSU IT requirements. You MUST have your laptop computer configured to access CSU email. You will need to take your laptop computer to The HUB, located on the ground level of the University Center. You should have your computer configured and set up for CSU email BEFORE classes begin, or as soon as possible there after. 
The HUB is located in the University Center, or contact the HUB at 678-466-4357.    
Course computer policy:  You will use your computer to communicate with the instructor, conduct research, and to communicate with each other and the professor. You can check your grades, access this syllabus, complete online assignments, and access web-links to articles posted by the professor on Georgia View. 

Email etiquette: For issues that are personal (grades and anything the whole class should not or need not see.) email me directly at joecorrado@clayton.edu.  The class list-serve will be used by the professor to post announcements and reminders.  
Students must abide by policies in the CSU Catalog & Student Handbook.

Click on this link  to read the Clayton State University
 Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities Statement

Academic Dishonesty
Any type of activity that is considered dishonest by reasonable standards may constitute academic misconduct. The most common forms of academic misconduct are cheating and plagiarism.  All instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of zero for the work involved.  All instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Office of Student Life/Judicial Affairs.  Judicial procedures are described at
http://adminservices.clayton.edu/judicial/.
 
University Handbook is now at:  http://adminservices.clayton.edu/studentaffairs/StudentHandbook/foreword.htm
1) If you are found to have plagiarized your papers. You will receive a zero for that assignment.
2) If you are caught cheating on an exam you will receive a zero for that exam.
3) If you commit more than one offense you will receive an F for the course and will be sent to the academic Dean for further discipline. 
Disruption of the Learning Environment

Behavior which disrupts the teaching–learning process during class activities will not be tolerated.  While a variety of behaviors can be disruptive in a classroom setting, more serious examples include belligerent, abusive, profane, and/or threatening behavior.  A student who fails to respond to reasonable faculty direction regarding classroom behavior and/or behavior while participating in classroom activities may be dismissed from class.  A student who is dismissed is entitled to due process and will be afforded such rights as soon as possible following dismissal.  If found in violation, a student may be administratively withdrawn and may receive a grade of WF. 

The classroom is a learning space. Avoid all behaviors that disrupt others. 

Here are some things to avoid: use of computers, use of cell phones for texting or calls, use of blackberries, having headphones in your ears, and having a Bluetooth in your ear. If you are using any of these items you will have to leave the classroom and receive permission to return.

If you are late to class take the first seat in the back of the room closest to the door.  Don’t leave class early! 

A more detailed description of examples of disruptive behavior and appeal procedures is provided at:  
http://a-s.clayton.edu/DisruptiveClassroomBehavior.htm
Disabilities: For information about Disability Services or to obtain this document in an alternative format, contact the Disabilities Coordinator, Student Center, Room 255 - ADA/504 Compliance Officer at. 678-466-5445 or disabilityservices@clayton.edu.

Regents Testing: The University System of Georgia requires that each student receiving a degree must have successfully demonstrated competence in reading comprehension and writing by passing two courses:  Regents Writing Skills RGTE 0199 and Regents’ Reading Skills RGTE 0198.  Students satisfy these course requirements through examination.  The University System of Georgia Regents Tests are administered each semester by the CSU Testing Center. Testing dates and registration procedures are listed each semester in the Class Schedule on the DUCK. Please contact your academic advisor or the Testing Center for more information.  

Course Outcomes

1. To be able to explain the nature and functions of political parties and the way they differ from interest groups.

2. To identify and describe the 6 party systems that have occurred in American history.
3. To be able to identify and describe the arguments of major authors on interest groups such as Dahl, Lowi, and Mills.

4. To be able to assess the power of interest groups in America.

5. To be able to do internet research in order to explain the difference between the Democrats and Republicans.

6. To be able to understand and explain the presidential nominating process and the relationship between voters and parties. 
Grading:  

The Course Grading Scale - 400 Possible Points
A = 360-400
B = 320-359
C = 280-319
D = 240-279
               F = 239 points or less
Course Assessments: 

Exams (300 points): You will have three essay exams will two essays per exam. Bring a bluebook with you to the exam. I will examine the bluebook to ensure that there is no writing in it.

Reading Summaries: (70 points): You will have to complete reading summaries for 7 separate assignments.  You need to write two paragraphs on each chapter/article. The pages for readings in the Alexander book can be found in the table of contents. Each summary will be graded on length and content. These assignments are to be submitted on GAview. Each assignment is worth 10 points. 

Research assignments (30 points):  There are two research assignments that are to be submitted on GAview. Each assignment is worth 15 points. 
Midterm Grades: A course midterm grade will be posted on the DUCK by midterm each semester. The midterm grade will only reflect work completed to the middle of the semester. More than half of the scored work in this course is completed after the midterm date. If you have questions, please contact the instructor.

The Summer deadline for you to withdraw from this course without academic accountability is June 25th.
Missed/Late Work policy

Online assignments: Online assignments must be submitted prior to the deadline for credit. Late online assignments will receive zero points. 
Exams: Make-ups may be taken early if advance notice and a good reason are given. In order to take an exam after it is scheduled I need at least 24 hours advance notice and a very good (and documented reason).

Final: There are no make-ups for the final. 
This syllabus is subject to revision at the instructor’s discretion to facilitate the educational process.  
Week 1:  Reading summaries of  Bibby and Schaffner chapters 1 & 2 are due by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday May 27th. A two paragraph summary of each chapter should be submitted on GAview in the reading assignment #1 dropbox. 
Week  2: Reading Summaries of  Bibby and Schaffner chapters 3 &6 are due by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday June 3.   A two paragraph summary of each  chapter should be submitted on GAview in the reading assignment #2 dropbox. 

The first exam study guide will be sent to your CSU email account on Friday June 4th.

Week 3: Research assignment 1:
 Explain the Democratic and Republican party positions on 7 issues that you chose.  Use these websites:
http://www.democrats.org/        http://www.gop.com/
This assignment is due by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday June 10th.  
This assignment should be submitted in the research assignment #1 dropbox. 
Exam 1: Saturday June 12th 1-3 p.m. LEC B11. Bring a bluebook with you. Bluebooks can be purchased at the CSU bookstore during normal weekday hours of business. 

Week 4:  Reading summaries of Readings 2, 5, 7, and 8 in Alexander are due by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday June 17th. A two paragraph summary of each reading should be submitted on GAview in the reading assignment #3 dropbox.
Week 5: Research assignment: choose an interest group and explain its position and activities during the debate of the recently passed health-care reform legislation in two paragraphs. Provide citations for the newspapers and/or websites that you used to get this information in MLA style. This assignment is due by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday June 24. 

Some websites you may want to use: www.nytimes.com 
http://usgovinfo.about.com/blorgs.htm  http://www.twyman-whitney.com/americancitizen/links/lobbies.htm 
For help with MLA style use this website:  

http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/p04_c08_o.html
Your two paragraph summary should be submitted on GAview in the research assignment #2 dropbox. 
Week 6: Reading summaries of Alexander readings 16 and 17 are due by 11:59 p.m.

On Thursday July 1. 

A two paragraph summary of each reading should be submitted on GAview in the reading assignment #4 dropbox.
The second exam study guide will be sent to your CSU email account on Friday July 2. 
Week 7:  A reading summary of Alexander reading 18 is due by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday July 8. 

A two paragraph summary of each reading should be submitted on GAview in the reading assignment #5 dropbox.
Exam 2: Saturday July  10 1-3 p.m. LEC B11. Bring a bluebook with you. Bluebooks can be purchased at the CSU bookstore during normal weekday hours of business. 

Week 8:  Reading summaries for Bibby and Schaffner chapters 7 & 8 are due by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday July 15. 

A two paragraph summary of each chapter should be submitted on GAview in the reading assignment #6 dropbox.
The third exam study guide will be sent to your CSU email account on Friday July 16.

Week 9:  A reading summary for Alexander reading 22 is due by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday July 22. 
A two paragraph summary of each reading should be submitted on GAview in the reading assignment #7 dropbox.
Exam 3: Saturday July 24 1-3 p.m. LEC B11. Bring a bluebook with you. Bluebooks can be purchased at the CSU bookstore during normal weekday hours of business. 

