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POLS 3386 (crn 23805)
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Spring 2010
Dr. Joseph Corrado 

Office:  A&S 110S
Clayton State University voicemail: 678-466-4803 

JoeCorrado@clayton.edu
Webpage:  go to www.clayton.edu, click search, type in  “Joe Corrado”, click on the first link.    

Spring Office Hours:  Wednesday: 11:30 a.m-4 p.m. 
Course Description: 

Mass Media and Politics examines the role of the mass 
media in society. Emphasis is placed on the media's role in 
the social, legal, and political processes in the United 
States, as well as other democratic and non-democratic 
countries.
Pre-requisite: POLS 1101 with a minimum grade of a D.
Required Texts:  

Bennett, W. Lance. 2007 (8th edition).  News:  The Politics of Illusion.  New York:  Pearson Longman.  ISBN: 13 978-0-205-64984
Media Power in Politics edited by Doris Graber.  2007 (5th Edition).  Washington D.C.:  CQ Press.  
ISBN:  1-933116-77-3.  
Lawrence, Regina and Melody Rose (2010). Hillary Clinton’s Race for the White House: Gender Politics & the Media on the Campaign Trail. Boulder: Lynne Rienner  Publishers Inc. ISBN: 978-1-58826-695-8.
All texts are available for purchase in the CSU bookstore. 
Course Requirement: 

The major form of communication between the instructor and the students outside of the classroom will be by CSU email. Go to: http://thehub.clayton.edu and click "service" for information on configuring your laptop computer to comply with IT requirements. It is necessary for you have your computer configured to access CSU email. You will need to take your computer to the HUB, which is located on the ground level of the University Center. Please have your computer configured and set up for CSU email as soon as possible. You can also contact the HUB at 678-466-4357. 

Course computer policy: Computers should never be on during class except on the day(s) that I require you to bring them to class. You will use your computer to communicate with the instructor, conduct research, and to communicate with each other and the professor. You can check your grades, access this syllabus, communicate through groups, and access web-links to articles posted by the professor on Georgia View. 
Email etiquette: For issues that are personal (grades and anything the whole class should not or need not see.) email me directly at joecorrado@clayton.edu.  The class list-serve will be used by the professor to post announcements and reminders.  
Students must abide by policies in the CSU Catalog & Student Handbook.

Click on this link  to read the Clayton State University
 Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities Statement

Disabilities: For information about Disability Services or to obtain this document in an alternative format, contact the Disabilities Coordinator, Student Center, Room 255 - ADA/504 Compliance Officer at.678-466-5445 or disabilityservices@clayton.edu
Semi-Daily Brief: Current events will often be discussed at the beginning of class. Read a major daily newspaper, or NEWSWEEK, TIME or U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT. Watch a daily national network news program on ABC, CBS, NBC, PBS or CNN, and/or listen to NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO (6:00 - 9:00 a.m., and 4:00 - 6:30 p.m.) on WABE FM 90.1. You can subscribe to the New York Times online for free by going to http://www.nytimes.com and creating a password for yourself.   You can and should pick up the New York Times in the hallways of the A&S building or in the University Center (Baker center).  

CSU Attendance Policy:
Students are expected to attend and participate in every class meeting. Instructors establish specific policies relating to absences in their courses and communicate these policies to the students through the course syllabi. Individual instructors, based upon the nature of the course, determine what effect excused and unexcused absences have in determining grades and upon students' ability to remain enrolled in their courses. The university reserves the right to determine that excessive absences, whether justified or not are sufficient cause for institutional withdrawals or failing grades.  The purpose of this policy is to increase retention.  Students who have poor class attendance records often do poorly in our courses.  The new policy is designed in order to emphasize to students that attending class is important and expected.  

Course Attendance policy: Attendance will be taken each class session. Attendance counts as a part of your participation grade. You are expected to come to each class prepared to discuss the readings and whatever else is stated on the syllabus for you to bring (i.e. flashdrive, NY times newspaper, a bluebook, an assignment, etc.) Read the syllabus very carefully and often.  
Academic Dishonesty
Any type of activity that is considered dishonest by reasonable standards may constitute academic misconduct. The most common forms of academic misconduct are cheating and plagiarism.  All instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of zero for the work involved.  All instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Office of Student Life/Judicial Affairs.  Judicial procedures are described at
http://adminservices.clayton.edu/judicial/.
 
University Handbook is now at:  http://adminservices.clayton.edu/studentaffairs/StudentHandbook/foreword.htm
1) If you are found to have plagiarized your papers. You will receive a zero for that assignment.
2) If you are caught cheating on an exam you will receive a zero for that exam.
3) If you commit more than one offense you will receive an F for the course and will be sent to the academic Dean for further discipline. 
Disruption of the Learning Environment

Behavior which disrupts the teaching–learning process during class activities will not be tolerated.  While a variety of behaviors can be disruptive in a classroom setting, more serious examples include belligerent, abusive, profane, and/or threatening behavior.  A student who fails to respond to reasonable faculty direction regarding classroom behavior and/or behavior while participating in classroom activities may be dismissed from class.  A student who is dismissed is entitled to due process and will be afforded such rights as soon as possible following dismissal.  If found in violation, a student may be administratively withdrawn and may receive a grade of WF. 
The classroom is a learning space. Avoid all behaviors that disrupt others. 

Here are some things to avoid: use of computers, use of cell phones for texting or calls, use of blackberries, having headphones in your ears, and having a Bluetooth in your ear. If you are using any of these items you will have to leave the classroom and receive permission to return.
If you are late to class take the first seat in the back of the room closest to the door.  Don’t leave class early! 

A more detailed description of examples of disruptive behavior and appeal procedures is provided at:  
http://a-s.clayton.edu/DisruptiveClassroomBehavior.htm
Regents Testing: The University System of Georgia requires that each student receiving a degree  must have successfully demonstrated competence in reading comprehension and writing by passing two courses:  Regents Writing Skills RGTE 0199 and Regents’ Reading Skills RGTE 0198.  Students satisfy these course requirements through examination.  The University System of Georgia Regents Tests are administered each semester by the CSU Testing Center. Testing dates and registration procedures are listed each semester in the Class Schedule on the DUCK. Please contact your academic advisor or the Testing Center for more information.  

Midterm Grades: A course midterm grade will be posted on the DUCK by midterm each semester. The midterm grade will only reflect work completed to the middle of the semester. More than half of the scored work in this course is completed after the midterm date. If you have questions, please contact the instructor.

The Spring deadline for you to withdraw from this course without academic accountability is March 5.
Political Science Degree Program Outcomes and Assessments:
 Graduating political science majors should 

· Apply concepts related to the structures and principles of the U.S. Constitution to historical and current politics.

· Explain and criticize U.S. political institutions and processes.

· Define and distinguish how aspects of the Georgia Constitution and government differ from the U.S. Constitution and government.


· Assess and compare how other national political systems and   international political organizations differ from the U.S. political system and recognize the importance of political geography. 

· Research and compose a project report in a subfield of political science.


· Successfully complete a political science related internship. 

Assessments:

· POLS 1101 pre and post assessment surveys & geography tests

· POLS 4490/POLS 4491 Internship/Practicum Site Supervisor   Evaluation

· POLS 4500 Senior Seminar research paper

· POLS 4500 Senior Political Science Program Exit Survey 


· ETS Political Science Field Test taken by graduating seniors
Course Outcomes:
1) To be able to define the news and how it is made.

2) To be able to identify media conglomerates and to critically analyze how they harm and/or help democracy in the United States.
3) To be able to critically assess the value of a free press and the circumstances in which it is timid rather than adversarial.

4) To apply Bennett’s framework to real world issues. 

5) To explain and evaluate theories of media power. 
6) To conduct guided research and present your findings to the class.

7) To exhibit comprehension of how the U.S. media compares to other countries.
8) To identify and evaluate the level of freedom of the press in Russia compared to the Middle East

9) To actively engage with the media and reflect upon its impact on you. 

Assessments:  
 Comparing TV News broadcasts paper (75 points)
The goal of this paper is to assess the validity of the Study on misperceptions about the war in Iraq and the conservative critique of all other news based on four hours of observation of the news and the study in Graber #9. Watch two hours of FOX NEWS (Glenn Beck, Bill O’Reilly, and/or Sean Hannity). You can mix and match. Watch Two hours of the PBS NEWS Hour. Take notes on the comments by the anchor (host). Are they neutral or slanted? Take notes on the guests. Do the guests (if multiple) represent different political views (liberal/conservative) during the segments of the show? Are the guests treated equally or differently? If a major politician is interviewed how was he/she treated by the host? Were the questions trying to find information that helps the viewer or was the interviewer trying to make a point him/her self by asking the questions in a leading fashion as a lawyer would? You should try to be self-aware of any of your own bias when collecting this data. 
Read the Study of News about the Iraq War in Graber (#9) and summarize its findings about PBS and FOX News and misperceptions about the war in Iraq. 

Answer this question based upon the data you collected and the data in the study. Does your data confirm the analysis of the study? Why or why not?  Is the FOX news critique of mainstream media correct based on your analysis of PBS? Why or why not? 

1) Your notes on the broadcasts watched should be typed and stapled to the back of your paper in a section titled Appendix.
2) Your analysis needs to be based on observed data. The observed data are the study in Graber based on the Iraq war and the four shows that you have watched. 

3) You need to include in paper citations. 

4) You need to include a bibliography page.

5) You need to have a title page with your name and the title of the paper.

6) You need to base your conclusion on the observed data. 

7) Your paper should be a minimum of two pages of text in length and a maximum of 4 pages of text in length. 

Research Paper on Media Bias (125 points)

The goal of this project is to develop independent empirical research and analysis skills and deepen understanding of media coverage of political objects. 

1) Begin your paper by introducing your chosen issue.  Include comments on why you are interested in it. The first step is to pick a political object of coverage.  It can be an issue, a political actor, an institution, or some other political object.  An important criterion is that the object chosen should be interesting to the person doing the analysis.  This will give some zest to the project.  Topics must be emailed to me for approval by March 18th. All students will be called upon to discuss their topics on that day. 
(2) Define what you mean by bias and how you intend to find it. Discuss your analysis strategy (i.e., what you are going to do and how you are going to do it). 

(3) Examine at least 10 New York Times Articles and at least 10 Washington Post Articles on your chosen subject within a short time period (2-4 months). All of these articles must be non-opinion articles (no editorials). 
(4)  Present your results in tables (at least one). 

(5) Discuss the results in the tables. You must include in-paper citations in the Chicago/author date style. 

(6) Finish with a conclusion.  Here, discuss any matters you feel relevant to your methods and findings.

(7)   Include a Bibliography page with 20 or more sources cited in Chicago/author date style. 

(8) Papers should be double-spaced in 12 point type with a staple in the upper left hand corner do not present papers in a binder or a folder.

(9) Include a cover page with a title and a name

(10) Page numbers should be included on all pages after the title page except for your bibliography page.

(11) The paper should be a minimum of 4 pages of text in length (the title page and bibliography pages do not count for text pages and should not be numbered) and a maximum of 6 pages of text in length.

Guides on how to cite properly: 
Use this website for assistance on how to properly cite sources in the Chicago author/date style.  http://adminservices.clayton.edu/library/research/style.htm
I will devote a class to helping you with research skills on February 23. Bring your laptop with you that day so that you can do the sample research project.

If you need additional help email and/or make an appointment with Katherine Ott from the library.

http://adminservices.clayton.edu/library/kott/
Reflective Paper/Journal on actively engagement through social media: (50 points) 

Starting in the first week of school start actively participating in one of the following two activities:
1. Blogging about the media. Start a live blog on www.wordpress.com. Send your blog address to me by Thursday January 15th. Start blogging about your thoughts on the media that you watch, read, or listen to each week. Blog about your thoughts on the media you consume at least twice a week. I will send out a list of everyone’s addresses and you can comment on and read each other’s blogs. Take notes each weeks on your thoughts about doing this and how it has changed your outlook toward being engaged in political activities. Type up your notes and print them up by March 2nd. Write a two page summary of your reflections on this activity and how your thoughts about using social media have changed since the first week of school. Use your saved social networking survey to remind yourself of your media uses at the beginning of the semester. 

2.  Join the social networking website TakingITGlobal: www.tig.web.org Choose a cause that you are interested in and become involved in it by spending at least 20 minutes a week doing something for this cause (reading about it, talking to others, taking action of some type) online via this website. Keep notes about your activity on this website and print out pages showing that what you were doing each week.  Type up your notes and gather proof of your activity on this www.tig.web.org by March 2. Write a two page summary about your thoughts about how doing this activity has affected your views about politics and what social networking can be used for. 
Exams (200 points):  There will be two exams this semester. Bring a bluebook for both exams. Your bluebooks will be checked by me prior to taking the exam. Make sure they are empty. 
Midterm:  (100 points)

This will be an in-class exam with a combination of short answers and an essay based on the readings and notes.  
Final: (100 points):  This will be an in-class exam administered on the date scheduled for our course on the CSU website. http://adminservices.clayton.edu/registrar/finals.htm
Attendance/Participation:  (50 points) :  Groups of 2-3 will be assigned during the first week of classes.  Each group will be responsible for coming up with discussion questions and for being extra-prepared to discuss the readings. (10 points maximum) Presentations on research (10 points). Individual attendance/participation (30 points). 
Extra credit opportunity (25 points): Participate in the student research conference on engagement beyond the vote on March 20th 2010 at the National Archives located adjacent to the CSU campus. To do this you will need to either 1) create a power-point about your reflections/activities through blogging or participating in a cause via the website www.tig.web.org  2) Be a part of group panel presentation that is organized by you and a 3-4 other students in class. 
Breakdown of total possible points:
 papers=250 points

Exams=200 points

Attendance/participation=50 points
Grading:  500 total points
450-500=A

400-449=B 

350-399=C

300-349=D

0-348=F

Missed/Late Work policy

Papers: Hard copies of papers must be handed in before the beginning of class on the day they are due for full credit. Class starts at 3:35 p.m. If the paper is emailed to me by midnight on the day that it is due it will be penalized by 5 points. Late papers will be penalized 10 points every day they are late (every day of the week counts in the penalty). 
Mid-term: Make-ups may be taken early if advance notice and a good reason are given. In order to take an exam after it is scheduled I need at least 24 hours advance notice and a very good (and documented reason).

Final: There are no make-ups for the final. 
This syllabus is subject to revision at the instructor’s discretion to facilitate the educational process.  

Week one:  Jan 12-14
1/13:  Introduction to course, getting started with your ‘engagement with social media’ assignment, group assignments and exchange of contact information 
1/15:  Media and Democracy

Bennett chapter one, Graber #3, Sample Discussion questions, Due date: for getting an account with http://wordpress.com and TakingITGlobal http://www.tigweb.org and handing in your “Honest Assessment of my use of social networking sites survey. 
Week two:  Jan 19-21
1/19:  Models of Media Power over public opinion/Discussion of “comparing TV news content paper” 
1/20: Group one discussion questions due by 3:30 p.m. 

1/21:  Media and Pubic Opinion (Bennett) 
Bennett chapter 3/Sample Discussion questions 
Week three:  Jan. 25 -28
1/25: Group 2 Discussion questions due by 3:30 p.m. 

1/26:  Media and Pubic Opinion studies

Graber #8,,10,& 12 Group 2
1/28: Bring a copy of the New York Times with to class with you; “Is the New York Times biased?” 
Bennett chapter two 
Week four:  Feb 2 - 4
2/2:  Guest Speaker: Former newsman, “Jim Kemp”  
2/3: Group 3 Discussion questions due by 3:30 p.m. 

2/4:  How Journalists Report the News 
Bennett chapters 5 &6 Group 3
Week 5:  Feb 9 -11
2/9:  Film: Bill Moyers Journal: Political Economy of News 
2/11:  Political Economy of the News 
Bennett chapter 7/Group 3  
Week 6:  Feb 16 &18
2/16: Political Economy of the News continued 
2/18: Discussion of PBS vs. Fox News findings
Comparative TV news content paper due by 3:34 p.m. (hardcopies only) 
Week 7:  Feb 23 & 25
2/23:  In-class research tutorial/project Bring your laptop computers 
2/25:  Mid-term Exam  
Week 8:  March 2 & 4
3/2: Engaging with Social Media Journals due/practice presentations (bring a flash drive with your power-point presentation with you to class) 
3/4: Examples of quality media reporting & failures of media 
Graber #27& #28

March 10-12 No class spring break

Week 9:  March 15-20
3/16:  Media Abroad:  Film Control Room

3/18:  Film Control room and discussion

Graber #35/Bias paper topics due 

3/20: Undergraduate Research conference at the National Archives 10-3 
Week 10: March 23-25
3/23:  Mass Media’s role in guiding public policies
Graber # 25, #26, #29, & #30
3/25: Frontline: News War 
Week 11: March 30-April 1
3/30: Political actors and the press: controlling media power
Graber # 19, 21, 22, &23
3/31: Group 4 discussion questions due by 3:30 p.m.  
4/1:  Media assessment of primary candidates 

Graber #14 & 16 Lawrence and Rose chapter 3/Group 4 
Week 12:  April 6-8
4/7:  Hillary Clinton in context

Lawrence and Rose chapter 4/Group 5 
4/9: Bias Papers Due/Presentations
Week 13:  April 14-16
4/14: Presentations
4/16: Presentations 
Week 14:  April 21-23
4/21:  Assessing Media Bias in the 2008 primary 
Lawrence and Rose Chapters 6&7
4/23: You Tube and the 2008 election
Week 15: April 28-30
4/28:  Reforming the Media/The future female presidency
Bennett Chapter 8 & Lawrence chapter 8
4/30: Conclude reforms/political humor shows   
Final Exam: May 4th 5 p.m. 
