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American National Government

POLS 1101

Classroom Course

Spring 2010
Dr. Joseph Corrado A&S 110S
Clayton State University voicemail: 678-466-4803 

JoeCorrado@clayton.edu
Webpage:  http://a-s.clayton.edu/jcorrado/ 
Or go to www.clayton.edu, click search, type in  “Joe Corrado”, click on the first link.    

 Office Hours:  Wednesday 11:30am-4 pm
Required Texts:  
Purchase the CSU Custom Edition POLS 1101-“Classroom course” textbook.

1. Dautrich and Yalof American Government: Historical, Popular, & Global Perspectives CSU Custom Edition, Cengage 2009. 
The classroom custom edition textbook includes:
a. Study Guide to Accompany American Government Election Edition, Cengage 2009; 

b. “Georgia’s Constitution and Government,” a monograph by A. Fleischmann and C. Pierannunzi;

c. Custom Reader.

Rand McNally Quick Reference World Atlas. (Most recent edition)

Course Requirement: 

The major form of communication between the instructor and the students outside of the classroom will be by CSU email. Go to: http://thehub.clayton.edu and click "service" for information on configuring your laptop computer to comply with IT requirements. It is necessary for you have your computer configured to access CSU email. You will need to take your computer to the HUB, which is located on the ground level of the University Center. Please have your computer configured and set up for CSU email as soon as possible. You can also contact the HUB at 678-466-4357. 

Computers should not be used during class. You will be asked to put it away if you have it on. Students should use their computers to check email regularly and to contact me. 

 Course Outline: An introductory level survey of the American political system in an international context, emphasizing a cross-cultural approach to the study of the structure and processes of policy decision-making. The course also includes the study of world geography, emphasizing knowledge of the global configuration of nation-states. 

Students must abide by policies in the CSU Catalog & Student Handbook.

Click on this  http://a-s.clayton.edu/BasicUndergraduateStudentResponsibilities.htm
Disabilities: For information about Disability Services or to obtain this document in an alternative format, contact the Disabilities Coordinator, Student Center, Room 255 - ADA/504 Compliance Officer at.678-466-5445 or disabilityservices@clayton.edu-
Daily Brief: Current events will be discussed at the beginning of class.  Read a major daily newspaper, or NEWSWEEK, TIME or U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT. Watch a daily national network news program on ABC, CBS, NBC, PBS or CNN, and/or listen to NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO (6:00 - 9:00 a.m., and 4:00 - 6:30 p.m.) on WABE FM 90.1. You can subscribe to the New York Times online for free by going to http://www.nytimes.com and creating a password for yourself.  
Midterm Grades: A course midterm grade will be posted on the DUCK by midterm each semester. The midterm grade will only reflect work completed to the middle of the semester. More than half of the scored work in this course is completed after the midterm date. If you have questions, please contact the instructor.

The Sprig deadline for you to withdraw from this course without academic accountability is March 5.
Course Attendance policy: Attendance will be taken each class session.  A significant amount of test material will come from the notes that can only be obtained by attending class. There is no penalty just for missing class, but you are likely to do worse on tests if you do not attend class regularly.  If you have to miss class it is your responsibility to contact another student to see what is missed. Please do not ask the instructor "what did I miss today?" You should make a "buddy" in class that you can rely for notes if you must miss class.
CSU Attendance Policy:
Students are expected to attend and participate in every class meeting. Instructors establish specific policies relating to absences in their courses and communicate these policies to the students through the course syllabi. Individual instructors, based upon the nature of the course, determine what effect excused and unexcused absences have in determining grades and upon students' ability to remain enrolled in their courses. The university reserves the right to determine that excessive absences, whether justified or not are sufficient cause for institutional withdrawals or failing grades.  The purpose of this policy is to increase retention.  Students who have poor class attendance records often do poorly in our courses.  The new policy is designed in order to emphasize to students that attending class is important and expected.  

Plagiarism/ Honor code:  Cheating will not be tolerated in this course.  Please familiarize yourself with the CSU’s honor code and rules at the following website:  

  http://adminservices.clayton.edu/judicial/
  Political Science Degree Program Outcomes and Assessments: 
Graduating political science majors should:

· Apply concepts related to the structures and principles of the U.S. Constitution to historical and current politics.

· Explain and criticize U.S. political institutions and processes.

· Define and distinguish how aspects of the Georgia Constitution and government differ from the U.S. Constitution and government.


· Assess and compare how other national political systems and   international political organizations differ from the U.S. political system and recognize the importance of political geography. 

· Research and compose a project report in a subfield of political science.


· Successfully complete a political science related internship. 

Course Outcomes: 

1) To be able to identify Constitutional principles, the Bill of Rights, Constitutional amendments, political terms, events, Court cases, Presidents, institutions, etc. (see below) and to understand how they relate to historical and current events. 
2) To be able to identify the 50 states in the United States and all of the nation-states in the world.

3) To be able to comprehend many elements of the Georgia Constitution and its government and to distinguish them from the U.S. Constitution and government. 

4) To become engaged with local politics by attending CSU speakers during the fall and spring semesters and a local political event. 
Assessment 1: Major Exams: (300 possible course points)
There will be three examinations. The first and second examinations are comprised of multiple choice style questions covering assigned materials from the textbook and class lectures. You will need to read each chapter and know them well as 50-65% of each exam will be drawn from the text chapters. You are responsible for all of the text chapters assigned below even if we do not cover them in class. The final examination is comprised of multiple choice and true or false style questions, covering materials assigned since the second examination, and the Georgia Constitution & government monograph. Each examination question is worth one possible point. You will have the class period for examinations one and two, and two hours for the final examination. The final exam is not cumulative.

BRING A #2 PENCIL FOR EACH EXAMINATION & TEST.

Assessment 2:  Geography Tests: (100 possible course points) You will be given three geography tests worth 35, 30 and 35 points respectively, or a possible total of 100 points altogether. Use the required Rand McNally Quick Reference World Atlas  (It is available in the CSU Campus Store) to study for these tests. The three tests will be spaced out over the weeks of the course. 

Click on this link to access printable geography test study maps. 

Link to this website to test your geography knowledge as you study for each geography test.

Remember that the best way to study for the geography tests is to use a recent atlas until you have memorized all of the countries and states. The website above has a few inconsistencies that an atlas will remedy. 
lst Geography Test: 

The 1st Geography test will cover North, South, Central (Middle) America and two of the larger island nations of the Caribbean Sea - Cuba and the Dominican Republic only. Study maps showing the lower 48 U.S. states and the countries in the Western Hemisphere (No other states, no other nation's states, provinces, national capitals or geological formations are on the test.). There are a total of 70 items - each worth 1/2 point, with the test worth a possible 35 points. 

____________________________________________________________________

2nd Geography Test 

The 2nd Geography Test will cover Europe, the Middle East and Central Asia. There will be 60 nations on this test. Be able to locate the small, but significant nations of the Persian Gulf region. Each answer is worth 1/2 point (No national capitals, states, provinces or geological formations are on the test.). There are a total of 60 items - each worth 1/2 point, with the test worth a possible 30 points.

 ____________________________________________________________________

3rd Geography Test 

The 3rd Geography Test will cover Africa, Southeast Asia and Australia. The test is worth 35 possible points, with 70 nations to identify for 1/2 point each (No national capitals, states, provinces or geological formations are on the test.)  Be able to locate Singapore and Brunei - both of which are relatively small and yet quite significant to the region's economy. There are a total of 70 items - each worth 1/2 point, with the test worth a possible 35 pts.
Assessment 3:  Georgia Constitution & Government;  (50 points) This reading assignment is included in the required course textbook. Sample examination study questions and an answer key are provided at the end of this syllabus. 
Georgia Constitution and Government assessment: 50 questions on your final exam. 

Assessment 4a: Political Engagement Project (20 points).  Attend one of the following during the semester: a city council meeting, a school board meeting, or a meeting of any political party. Provide proof that you were there (an agenda that is signed by some political figure at the meeting and a photograph of the meeting). Provide proof as if you were presenting evidence for a case in court: prove to me without a doubt that you were there.  Write a 1-2 page typed and stapled summary of what went on at the event and what you learned.  Papers are due on Tuesday November 17th before 2:10 p.m.  
Speaker Papers (20 points)  Everyone is required to attend two speakers and write a 1.5-2 page paper summarizing the key points of the speech and a sentence or two about the speaker in your introduction . You should conclude with a brief paragraph with you thoughts about the talk. You must remain seated during the whole presentation and the question and answer session. Only speakers that I announce will be accepted. Papers must be handed in by the due date announced via email. Each paper is worth up to 10 point. Only hard copies of papers will be accepted. Papers should include a title page with your name, the name of the speaker, POLS 1101 and your class time. The paper itself can be font size, 10, 11, or 12 and 1.5 or double spaced. The length of the text (what comes on the page after the title page should be at least 1.5 pages long.
Extra Credit (20 points max).  You can attend up to 4 speakers and write papers on them. There is no guarantee that this many speakers will come to CSU.  

Missed work and Make-up exam policy
Makeup exams:  Students are allowed to miss one major exam or geography exam without any excuse and make it up during the Final exam.  A second missed exam will be given 0 points.  

If you miss the final you can not make it up. 

Papers: All papers must be handed in on time for credit. Late papers will be given no credit. All speaker papers are due before the start of class on the due date that I announce to the class. If your class starts at 1:30 that means that the paper is late once the clock on my computer says 1:30. Papers can and should be handed in well in advance of the due date. Only hard copies of papers will be accepted for credit. Each paper should be labeled with your name, your course “POLS 1101”, and your course time. 
Grading:

490 Total points. 

441-490=A

392-440=B

343-391=C

294-342=D

0-293=F

I will round up your final grade if you are within ½ of a  percentage point of the higher grade.  
 Regents Testing: The University System of Georgia requires that each student receiving a degree must have successfully demonstrated competence in reading comprehension and writing by passing two courses:  Regents Writing Skills RGTE 0199 and Regents’ Reading Skills RGTE 0198.  Students satisfy these course requirements through examination.  The University System of Georgia Regents Tests are administered each semester by the CSU Testing Center. Testing dates and registration procedures are listed each semester in the Class Schedule on the DUCK. Please contact your academic advisor or the Testing Center for more information.  

Having Trouble?:  Tutoring for the POLS 1101 may be offered through the Center for academic success.  Take advantage of both the extra credit and the geography quizzes (memorization).  Remember that 1/3 of your final will be drawn from the GA History and Constitution questions that can be found below.  Tests will be based on both the notes and the text readings.  
Disruption of the Learning Environment

Behavior which disrupts the teaching–learning process during class activities will not be tolerated.  While a variety of behaviors can be disruptive in a classroom setting, more serious examples include belligerent, abusive, profane, and/or threatening behavior.  A student who fails to respond to reasonable faculty direction regarding classroom behavior and/or behavior while participating in classroom activities may be dismissed from class.  A student who is dismissed is entitled to due process and will be afforded such rights as soon as possible following dismissal.  If found in violation, a student may be administratively withdrawn and may receive a grade of WF. 

Never have your computer on during class. 

If you come to class late take the nearest seat by the door.

Don’t talk to each other during class. 

Don’t leave class to take a phone call. 

Do not leave class early except for proper reasons. Notify me if you have to go early and leave without bothering others.

Turn cell phones to the silent mode and put them and all other electronic devices such as I-pods, blackberries, blue-tooths, etc. away.  You will be asked to leave class if using these items. 
In general, all behavior that disrupts teaching and learning should be avoided. 

A more detailed description of examples of disruptive behavior and appeal procedures is provided at:  

http://a-s.clayton.edu/DisruptiveClassroomBehavior.htm
CSU Conduct Code and Judicial Procedures
University Handbook is now at:  http://adminservices.clayton.edu/studentaffairs/StudentHandbook/foreword.htm
Course Outline:

Note that this syllabus is subject to revision at the instructors discretion in order to facilitate the educational process.

 (Reader Chapters are only a few pages long)  
Week 1:  Jan 12-14
1/12:  Introduction to course 
1/14: POLS outcomes pre-survey Bring a #2 pencil with you to class.
Current events quiz/discussion 
Week 2: Jan 19-21
1/19: Politics and Government/Founding of U.S. Republic

Text: Chapter 1&
8/27:   Founding of  U.S. Republic 
Text chapter 2 and Custom reader chapter 2. Know the Bill of Rights and the Constitutional Amendments.
Week 3: Jan 26-28
1/26: Federalism

Text chapter 3 and custom reader chapter 7.  

1/28: Civil Liberties

Text chapter 4
Week 4: Feb 2-4
 2/2: Geography Test 1 Bring a Scan-tron and a #2 pencil 
2/4: Major exam1Bring a scan-trons and a #2 pencil to class with you.  
Week 5: Feb 9-11
2/9: Multiculturalism/Immigration
2/11:Film on Wal-mart
Week 6: 2/16-2/18
2/16: Economic inequality in the U.S. and across the globe

2/18: Political culture/ Campaigns & elections

Text chapters 10&15
Week 7: Feb 23-25
2/23: : Film Merchants of Cool

2/25: Mass Media

Text chapter 12
Week 8: March 2-4
3/2: Voting and Participation 

Text chapter 14
3/4:  Political Parties/Interest Groups

Text chapters 11& 13
Friday March 5 is the last day to withdraw without academic accountability.
March 8-12: Spring Break

Week 9: March 16-20
3/16: Finish interest groups and parties/review for exams

3/18: Geography Test 2: Bring a scan-tron and #2 pencil
Saturday March 20th Speaker Dr. Sandy Harrison at the National Archives (located adjacent to the CSU campus) the conference starts at 10am and finishes at 3pm, the exact time of the talk TBA) papers due before class starts on April 6
Week 10: March 23-25
3/23:  Major Test 2: Bring a scan-tron and #2 pencil
3/25: Civil Rights movement and modern issues of equality

Text chapter 5
Week 11: March 30-April 1
3/30: Finish civil rights/Presidency

Text chapter 7

 4/1: Film on Rwanda

 Week 12: April 6-8
4/6: Foreign Policy/Congress

Text chapters 18 &6

4/8: Courts & democracy

Text chapter 9
Week 13: April 13-15
4/13: Geography Test 3: Bring a scan-tron and a #2 pencil
 4/15: Education Policy
Week 14: April 20-22
4/20:  Economic Policy 
Text chapter 16

4/22: Social policy: ‘And the Band played on’
Week 15: April 27-29
4/27: Social Policy
Text chapter 17

4/29: Humor and politics
Final Exam: During the scheduled time/date. 

http://adminservices.clayton.edu/registrar/finals.htm
9:50 class: Tues May 4 10:15am-12:15 pm in your regular classroom

12:45 class: Tues May 4 12:30pm-2:30 pm

Bring 2 scan-trons for the final. Bring 3 scan-trons if you are taking a make-up exam as well. 
Georgia Constitution & Government Study Questions

1.      State and local governments today employ more people than the national government.

True - False

 2.      The United States can best be described as a/an __________________ system.

  a. unitary b. federalist c. confederation

3.      Article ________ of the United States Constitution lists the powers of Congress.

a. One b. Two c. Three d. Four

4.      Article _______ of the United States Constitution is the federal supremacy clause.

a. One b. Three c. Five d. Six 

5. The constitutions, laws and policies of the 50 states cannot contradict the United
States Constitution.

True - False

6.      The ______ amendment to the United States Constitution often is called the "states’ rights" amendment.

  a. 1st b. 5th c. 10th d. 12th

 7.      The longest of the state constitutions in total words is the __________ Constitution.

  a. Alabama b. California c. Georgia d. Mississippi

 8.      Georgia has had ________ constitutions.

  a. one b. four c. ten d. thirteen

9.      The United States Constitution has a Bill of Rights, but the Georgia Constitution does not.

True – False

10. Both the United States Congress and the Georgia General Assembly are bicameral.

True - False

11.  Both the United States Constitution and Georgia Constitution permit judicial review.

True - False

12.  The United States Constitution has more articles than the Georgia Constitution.

True – False

13.  Georgia voters must approve all amendments to the state constitution.

True - False

14.  The Georgia Constitution requires the state to have a balanced budget.

True - False

15.  The Governor of Georgia does not possess the power of the line-item veto.

True – False

16.  Georgia elects almost all its judges on a nonpartisan ballot.

True - False

17.  All legislators in Georgia (both House and Senate) serve two-year terms.

True - False

18.  Georgia has a cabinet system like the executive branch of the federal government.

True – False

19.  The Georgia Constitution limits the number of counties at __________.

a. 89 b. 100 c. 123 d. 159 e. no set number

20.  Georgia’s first constitution became effective in ________.

a. 1723 b. 1777 c. 1789 d. 1801

21.  The first Georgia constitution disestablished the Anglican Church.

  True – False

 22. The first Georgia constitution established a state supreme court.

  True – False

23.  Georgia was the first state to ratify the United States Constitution.

  True – False

 24.  In the second Georgia constitution slaves were counted for representation purposes
as _________ of a person.

  a. not counted at all b. ½ c. 3/5 d. one whole

 25.  Georgia’s constitutions made no provision for public education until the 20th century.

  True – False

 26.  At one point the Georgia legislature elected the governor.

  True – False

 27.  The main author of the Confederate Constitution was also the author of the Georgia
constitution under the confederacy.

  True - False

 28.  After the Civil War northern troops remained in Georgia until _________.

  a. 1865 b. 1868 c. 1876 d. 1899

 29.  The county-unit system in Georgia tended to give disproportionate strength to urban areas such as Atlanta.

  True – False

30. In 1963 the United States Supreme Court declared the Georgia county-unit system
unconstitutional.

True - False

 31.  The current Georgia constitution was implemented in _______.

  a. 1945 b. 1961 c. 1983 d. 1994

 32.  The Georgia Constitution can be amended in a two-step process. The first step is the
proposal of an amendment by 2/3’s of both houses of the General Assembly.

  True - False

 33.  The second step is ratification (approval) by 2/3’s of the electorate voting on the
proposed amendment.

  True – False 

 34.  The Governor of Georgia can veto a constitutional amendment.

  True – False

 35.  In Georgia voters can get an issue on the ballot through the initiative process.

  True – False

 36.  The majority of proposed amendments to the Georgia Constitution are approved by
the General Assembly.

  True - False

 37.  The presiding officer of the Georgia House of Representatives is called the ______.

  a. Chairperson b. Speaker c. Majority Leader

 38.  The Leader of the Georgia Senate is _____________________.

  a. chosen by the Senators in a vote b. the Leader of the majority party
c. the Lt. Governor of the state d. appointed by the Governor

 39.  The Georgia General Assembly meets every other year.

  True – False

40.  The Georgia General Assembly is limited to a ________ day session.

a. 20 b. 30 c. 40 d. 50

 41.  There are no age or residency requirements for election to the Georgia General
Assembly other than being a registered voter.

  True – False

  42.  The Governor may call the Georgia General Assembly into special session.

  True - False 

 43.  If the Georgia legislature wished to recognize the outstanding accomplishments of an
individual or an organization, the General Assembly would pass a _______________
describing their achievements.

  a. resolution b. statute c. law d. general motion

 44.  Only members of the General Assembly may introduce legislation.

  True - False

 45.  The Georgia Constitution requires that legislation dealing with public revenues be
first introduced in the Senate, and then later in the House.

  True – False

 46.  Bills in the Georgia General Assembly are constitutionally restricted to one purpose.

  True - False

 47.  The legislature may approve tax legislation by a simple majority vote of both houses
of the legislature.

  True - False

 48.  A 2/3’s vote of both houses of the General Assembly is required to override the
Governor’s veto of legislation.

  True – False

49. The Georgia Constitution requires the Governor to prepare the state’s budget and
submit it to the legislature.

  True – False

50. Georgia voters elect more officials who serve in the Georgia executive branch than is
the case in the executive branch at the federal level.

  True - False

51. The Governor of Georgia can only serve two consecutive terms.

True - False

52.  Other statewide elected officials (e.g., Agriculture Commissioner, Insurance Commissioner) are limited to two consecutive terms.

True – False

53. As with the federal government, Georgia’s fiscal year begins on October 1st each
year.

True – False

54. If a bill is passed by the General Assembly and the Governor takes no action (i.e.,
neither signs nor vetoes it), the bill automatically dies.

True – False

55. The Georgia Governor may exercise power over college-level education in the state
by serving on the Board of Regents.

True – False

56. In Georgia the __________________________ regulates telephone services and
utilities such as natural gas and electricity.

                a.   General Assembly b. Public Service Commission
               c. Department of Transportation d. Attorney General

 57. There are no constitutional qualifications to be a judge in Georgia.

  True – False

58. Members of the Georgia Supreme Court, like the United States Supreme Court, serve
life terms.

True – False

59. Non-felony traffic violation cases (e.g., a speeding ticket) are tried in Superior
Court.

True – False

60. The Georgia Supreme Court is required by the state constitution to grant the request
of a Georgia resident for an appeal of their conviction in a Superior Court felony case.

True – False

Answer Key
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