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Campaigns and Electoral Politics
POLS 5155
CRN 88260
Tuesdays 6:30-9:15, G 133
Instructor:  Dr.  Joseph Corrado
Office:  Room 205A Clayton Hall
Email:  joecorrado@clayton.edu
Webpage:  go to www.clayton.edu then type in “Joe Corrado” under search, my webpage can be found under the first link.   

Office Hours:  Tuesday 12:45-1:45, Thursday 12:45-2:45. Online Monday 11:30 am-1pm. 

Course Description
A graduate seminar exploring interest groups, political 
parties, political campaigns, elections and related topics. 
A variety of perspectives will be examined. 
Required Texts: 
The following texts can be purchased in the Clayton State University bookstore.
Balz, Dan and Haynes Johnson. 2009.  The Story of an Extraordinary Election: The Battle for America 2008. Viking, ISBN: 978-0-670-2111-6.
Brewer, Mark D. and Jeffrey M. Stonecash. 2009. Dynamics of American Political Parties. Cambridge University Press, ISBN: 978-0-521-70887-6. 
Ginsberg, Benjamin and Martin Shefter.2002. Politics by Other Means (3rd Edition). W.W. Norton & Company, ISBN: 0-393-97763-3.
Schier, Steven E. 2000. By Invitation Only: The Rise of Exclusive Politics in the United States. University of Pittsburgh Press, ISBN: 0-8229-4109-0.
Urofsky, Melvin I. 2005. Money and Free Speech: Campaign Finance Reform and the Courts. University of Kansas Press, ISBN: 070061403-6.
Disabilities: For information about Disability Services or to obtain this document in an alternative format, contact the Disabilities Coordinator, Student Center, Room 255 - ADA/504 Compliance Officer at.678-466-5445 or disabilityservices@mail.clayton.edu
CSU Attendance Policy:
Students are expected to attend and participate in every class meeting. Instructors establish specific policies relating to absences in their courses and communicate these policies to the students through the course syllabi. Individual instructors, based upon the nature of the course, determine what effect excused and unexcused absences have in determining grades and upon students' ability to remain enrolled in their courses. The university reserves the right to determine that excessive absences, whether justified or not are sufficient cause for institutional withdrawals or failing grades.  The purpose of this policy is to increase retention.  Students who have poor class attendance records often do poorly in our courses.  The new policy is designed in order to emphasize to students that attending class is important and expected.  
Plagiarism/ Honor code:  Cheating will not be tolerated in this course.  Please familiarize yourself with the CSU’s honor code and rules at the following website:  
http://adminservices.clayton.edu/Studentlife/judicial_affairs.htm
Any plagiarized work will automatically be given 0 points. 
Course Outcomes: 
To understand and explain Brewer and Stonecraft’s analysis of changes in dominant party rule in the United States.
To be able to compare the previous analysis to the critiques of Schier and Ginsburg.
To be able to conduct independent research into literature explaining the outcome of midterm elections and to defend a particular perspective that best explains the outcome of the 2010 congressional elections. 
To understand the arguments about free speech and campaign finance reform.
To have a thorough understanding about the 2008 Presidential election.
Course Assessments:
Exams (200 points): 
You will have a midterm and a final exam. These will be in-class exams.
Paper (150 points) : You will have to write an 8-10 page paper explaining the outcome of the 2010 midterm elections. This paper will be analytical paper in which will you describe the major political science literature about election outcomes and defend the perspective that best explains the outcome of this election. This paper should include 8-10 text or journal sources as well as newspaper sources.
Attendance/participation (50 points).  Attendance will be taken during all classes. You are expected to attend all classes and be prepared to discuss the assigned readings. 
Grading: Total Points=400 points. 
A=360-400 points
B=320-359 points
C=280-319 points 
Midterm Grades: A midterm grade will be submitted to the DUCK. The purpose of this grade is to help you decide if you want to drop the course.
The last day to withdraw without academic accountability is October 8. 
Makeup policy/Late Work:
You will generally be allowed to take an exam early if you notify me in advance. In order to make up an exam after it is scheduled you must contact me at least 24 hours prior to the exam with an extremely important and documented excuse. If you miss an exam without prior contact you will not have a chance to make the exam up.
Your paper will be considered late at 6:40 p.m. on its due date. If your paper is late email it to me immediately. Papers received prior to midnight on November 16will be penalized 8 points. Papers will be penalized 10 points per day that they are late. All days count toward this penalty. If you email me a late paper, bring in a hard copy ASAP. I will grade the hard copy, but it is important for you to email the paper as soon as it is finished in order to avoid penalties. 
Stay informed:  Current events will sometimes be discussed at the beginning of class. Read a major daily newspaper, or NEWSWEEK, TIME or U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT. Watch a daily national network news program on ABC, CBS, NBC, PBS or CNN, and/or listen to NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO (6:00 - 9:00 a.m., and 4:00 - 6:30 p.m.) on WABE FM 90.1.  You can subscribe to the New York Times online for free by going to www.nytimes.com and creating a password for yourself. Students should feel free to bring up current events during the beginning of class.  You will need to follow  the congressional election closely.
***This syllabus is subject to changes at the professor’s discretion in order to facilitate the learning process***
August 17: Introduction to the Course and a discussion about the 2010 election
August 24th: Political Change and Parties 
Stonecrest and Brewer chapters 1, 4, 5, &6. 
August 31: Contemporary Political Change
Stonecrest and Brewer chapters 7-10. 
September 14: From Mobilization to Activation
Schier chapters 1&2.
September 21: Politics by Other Means
Ginsburg and Shefter chapters 1&2.
September 28th: Midterm Exam
October 5: Decline of Parties?
Schier chapter 3, Ginsburg and Shefter chapters 3&4

October 12: Campaign Finance Reform
Urofsky chapters 1-3
October 19th Courts and Free Speech
Urofsky chapters 5, 8 and epilogue
October 26th: 2008 Election Part 1: “The Democrats”
Haynes and Johnson Book 3 (chapters 5-16)
November 2: 2008 Election Part 2 “The Republicans”
Haynes and Johnson Book 4 (chapters 17-22)
November 9: 2008 Election Part 3 “The General Election”/discussion of 2010 midterm elections
Haynes and Johnson Book 5 (chapters 23-30)
November 16th Papers due, Presentations. Each student will make a 10-15 minute presentation on their research findings. 
November 30th: Changing Campaigns
Ginsburg and Shefter chapters 5&7, Schier chapter 6
December 7th: Final Exam 7:15-9:30 p.m. 
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