
Campaigns and Elections

POLS 3385

CRN 87429

Fall 2009
On-Line Course

Instructor:  Dr.  Joseph Corrado

Office:  Arts and Sciences Bldg.  G-110 –S
Email:  joecorrado@clayton.edu
Webpage:  go to www.clayton.edu then type in “Joe Corrado” under search, my webpage can be found under the first link.   

Office Hours:  T-TH 12:30-2:00 p.m. Wednesday 5-6 p.m. Online office hours 3:30-5:00 p.m. Wednesday. 
Course Description: 

Campaigns and elections provides an in-depth look at the process of selecting governmental leaders in the United States including a section on foreign leaders. 

Required Texts:  

The following texts can be purchased in the Clayton State University bookstore.

Kaufmann, Karen M. John R. Petrocik and Daron R. Shaw. 2008. Unconventional Wisdom: Facts and Myths About American Voters. Oxford University Press. ISBN: 978-0-19-536683-9
· Stephen J. Wayne.  The Road to the White House 2008:  The Politics of Presidential Elections.  (8th edition)  Thomson Wadsworth.  ISBN-10: 0495096326 

· ISBN-13: 978-0495096320

Please Plan on attending the following four on-campus meeting dates in LEC B10 

Course Meeting Dates:  

Orientation Saturday August 15  1:15-2:00 p.m. Lec B10.
Students must attend the orientation to avoid being dropped from the class due the CSU no-show policy. 
1st Exam Saturday September 26  1:15-3:15 p.m. B10
2nd Exam Saturday October 24 1:15-3:15 p.m. B10
3rd Exam Saturday December 5 1:15-3:15 p.m. B10  

Attendance Policy: This class will meet on the CSU campus only 4 times. It is essential that ALL students attend the course on-campus orientation and the three on-campus examinations. Please make an effort to be on time - once an examination begins you will have only the allotted examination time remaining. Examination make up opportunities are not generally available.

In selecting an online course approach to learning the course material, you have decided that an independent study approach to this course will work well for you. This class meets on the CSU campus only four times. In an online course you will be learning outside of a traditional college classroom environment. Therefore, truly extraordinary discipline must be exercised. The instructor is available to advise and assist you, but you study ALL assigned textbook chapters and other course materials in order to succeed. This approach gives you a lot of freedom to study when you choose. However, keep in mind that typically a student must devote approximately 6-8 hours a week to reading assignments in the course textbook, and studying for examinations to earn a C grade or better. Less time devoted to this course may result in an unsuccessful experience and a lower course grade than desired.

Course Requirement:  
The major form of communication between the instructor and the students outside of the classroom will be by CSU email.  Go to:  http://thehub.clayton.edu and click “service” for information on configuring your laptop computer to comply with IT requirements.  It is necessary for you have your computer configured to access CSU email.  You will need to take your computer to the HUB, which is located on the ground level of the University Center.  Please have your computer configured and set up for CSU email as soon as possible.  You can also contact the HUB at 678-466-4357.
Course Computer Usage:  Students will be required to bring their laptop computers to class on a few occasions for presentations.  
Students must abide by policies in the CSU Catalog & Student Handbook.
Click on this link  to read the Clayton State University
 Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities Statement.
Disruption of the Learning Environment

Behavior which disrupts the teaching–learning process during class activities will not be tolerated.  While a variety of behaviors can be disruptive in a classroom setting, more serious examples include belligerent, abusive, profane, and/or threatening behavior.  A student who fails to respond to reasonable faculty direction regarding classroom behavior and/or behavior while participating in classroom activities may be dismissed from class.  A student who is dismissed is entitled to due process and will be afforded such rights as soon as possible following dismissal.  If found in violation, a student may be administratively withdrawn and may receive a grade of WF. 

The classroom is a learning space. Avoid all behaviors that disrupt others. 

Here are some things to avoid: use of computers, use of cell phones, use of blackberries, having headphones in your ears, and having a Bluetooth in your ear. 

If you are late to class take the first seat in the back of the room closest to the door. Don’t leave class early! 

A more detailed description of examples of disruptive behavior and appeal procedures is provided at:  

 

http://a-s.clayton.edu/DisruptiveClassroomBehavior.htm 

Disabilities: For information about Disability Services or to obtain this document in an alternative format, contact the Disabilities Coordinator, Student Center, Room 255 - ADA/504 Compliance Officer at.678-466-5445 or disabilityservices@mail.clayton.edu
CSU Attendance Policy:
Students are expected to attend and participate in every class meeting. Instructors establish specific policies relating to absences in their courses and communicate these policies to the students through the course syllabi. Individual instructors, based upon the nature of the course, determine what effect excused and unexcused absences have in determining grades and upon students' ability to remain enrolled in their courses. The university reserves the right to determine that excessive absences, whether justified or not are sufficient cause for institutional withdrawals or failing grades.  The purpose of this policy is to increase retention.  Students who have poor class attendance records often do poorly in our courses.  The new policy is designed in order to emphasize to students that attending class is important and expected.  

Plagiarism/ Honor code:  Cheating will not be tolerated in this course.  Please familiarize yourself with the CSU’s honor code and rules at the following website:  
http://adminservices.clayton.edu/Studentlife/judicial_affairs.htm
Political Science Degree Program Outcomes and Assessments:

Graduating political science majors should 

Apply concepts related to the structures and principles of the U.S. Constitution to historical and current politics.

Explain and criticize U.S. political institutions and processes.

Define and distinguish how aspects of the Georgia Constitution and government differ from the U.S. Constitution and government.

Assess and compare how other national political systems and international political organizations differ from the U.S. political system and recognize the importance of political geography. 

Research and compose a project report in a subfield of political science.

Successfully complete a political science related internship. 

Assessments:

POLS 1101 pre and post assessment surveys & geography tests

POLS 4490/POLS 4491 Internship/Practicum Site Supervisor Evaluation

POLS 4500 Senior Seminar research paper

POLS 4500 Senior Political Science Program Exit Survey 

ETS Political Science Field Test taken by graduating seniors

Course Outcomes:

To be able to explain the electoral college and criticisms of it. 

To  be able to critically analyze the levels of voting in the  United States.

To be able to identify the strategic calculations that are made in the process of running for the office of the President of the U.S.

To be able to understand both the conventional wisdom and the myths about American voters. 
Course Assignments: 
1st Essay Exam: Readings Wayne chapters 1-4. 

2nd Essay Exam: Kaufmann chapters 2-5. 
3rd Essay Exam: Kaufmann chapters 6&7 and Wayne Chapters 5-10.

A study guide will be sent out 7-10 days prior to each exam with essay questions. Read the guide closely to see if I will chose 1 question for everyone to answer or if I will provide a choice of two questions of which you will answer one. You will need to purchase 3 bluebooks and bring one to each exam. Your bluebook must be purchased during the week so plan ahead. I will inspect each bluebook to make sure that it is empty before you take each exam. 
Grading:  Total Points=300
A=270-300
B=240-270
C=210-240
D=180-210
F=0-179
Stay informed:  Current events will sometimes be discussed at the beginning of class. Read a major daily newspaper, or NEWSWEEK, TIME or U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT. Watch a daily national network news program on ABC, CBS, NBC, PBS or CNN, and/or listen to NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO (6:00 - 9:00 a.m., and 4:00 - 6:30 p.m.) on WABE FM 90.1.  You can subscribe to the New York Times online for free by going to www.nytimes.com and creating a password for yourself. Students should feel free to bring up current events during the beginning of class.  You will need to follow your congressional race closely.  
***This syllabus is subject to changes at the professor’s discretion in order to facilitate the learning process***

The content of this course syllabus correlates to education standards established by national and state education governing agencies, accrediting agencies and learned society/ professional education associations.  Please refer to the course correlation matrices located at the following web site:

http://a-s.clayton.edu/teachered/Standards%20and%20Outcomes.htm
