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POLS 3382
Women and Politics (crn 87850)
Fall 2009
Hybrid course
3.0 credits

Dr. Joseph Corrado 
Office:  A&S 110S
Clayton State University voicemail: 678-466-4803 
JoeCorrado@clayton.edu
Webpage:  go to www.clayton.edu, click search, type in  “Joe Corrado”, click on the first link.    
Fall Office Hours:  Tuesday- Thursday 12:30-2:00, Wednesday 5:00-6:00 p.m.
Course Description
Women and Politics examines the social status and political 
activities of women in America and other societies, 
exploring the causes, methods, and results of political 
involvement by women. 
Pre-Requisites: POLS 1101 with a minimum grade of a D

Required Texts:
Ehrenreich, Barbara and Arlie Hochschild. 2002. Global Woman: Nannies, Maids, and Sex Workers in the New Economy. New York: Metropolitan Books. ISBN-10: 0-8050-7509-7
McBride-Stetson, Dorothy. 2004. Women’s Rights in the USA: Policy Debates and Gender Roles (3rd Edition). New York: Routledge. ISBN: 0-415-94478-3.
Palmer, Barbara and Dennis Simon. 2008. Breaking the Glass Ceiling: Women and Congressional Elections (2nd Edition). New York: Routledge. ISBN: 0-415-96473-3.
The major form of communication between the instructor and the students outside of the classroom will be by CSU email. Go to: http://thehub.clayton.edu and click "service" for information on configuring your laptop computer to comply with IT requirements. It is necessary for you have your computer configured to access CSU email. You will need to take your computer to the HUB, which is located on the ground level of the University Center. Please have your computer configured and set up for CSU email as soon as possible. You can also contact the HUB at 678-466-4357. 
Computers should never be used in class. You will have to use your computer on several Thursdays for mandatory class discussions. These discussions will be through Georgia-view. 
Disabilities: For information about Disability Services or to obtain this document in an alternative format, contact the Disabilities Coordinator, Student Center, Room 255 - ADA/504 Compliance Officer at.678-466-5445 or disabilityservices@clayton.edu
Semi-Daily Brief: Current events will often be discussed at the beginning of class. Read a major daily newspaper, or NEWSWEEK, TIME or U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT. Watch a daily national network news program on ABC, CBS, NBC, PBS or CNN, and/or listen to NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO (6:00 - 9:00 a.m., and 4:00 - 6:30 p.m.) on WABE FM 90.1. You can subscribe to the New York Times online for free by going to http://www.nytimes.com and creating a password for yourself.   You can and should pick up the New York Times in the hallways of the A&S building or in the University Center (Baker center).  
CSU Attendance Policy:
Students are expected to attend and participate in every class meeting. Instructors establish specific policies relating to absences in their courses and communicate these policies to the students through the course syllabi. Individual instructors, based upon the nature of the course, determine what effect excused and unexcused absences have in determining grades and upon students' ability to remain enrolled in their courses. The university reserves the right to determine that excessive absences, whether justified or not are sufficient cause for institutional withdrawals or failing grades.  The purpose of this policy is to increase retention.  Students who have poor class attendance records often do poorly in our courses.  The new policy is designed in order to emphasize to students that attending class is important and expected.  
Course Attendance policy
Attendance will be taken on all Tuesdays and count toward your final grade. Additionally the quality of your posts on the online discussions will be factored as a part of your participation grade. You are expected to come to each class prepared to discuss the assigned readings. 
Academic Dishonesty
Any type of activity that is considered dishonest by reasonable standards may constitute academic misconduct. The most common forms of academic misconduct are cheating and plagiarism.  All instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of zero for the work involved.  All instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Office of Student Life/Judicial Affairs.  Judicial procedures are described at
http://adminservices.clayton.edu/judicial/.
 
University Handbook is now at:  http://adminservices.clayton.edu/studentaffairs/StudentHandbook/foreword.htm

Disruption of the Learning Environment
Behavior which disrupts the teaching–learning process during class activities will not be tolerated.  While a variety of behaviors can be disruptive in a classroom setting, more serious examples include belligerent, abusive, profane, and/or threatening behavior.  A student who fails to respond to reasonable faculty direction regarding classroom behavior and/or behavior while participating in classroom activities may be dismissed from class.  A student who is dismissed is entitled to due process and will be afforded such rights as soon as possible following dismissal.  If found in violation, a student may be administratively withdrawn and may receive a grade of WF. 
The classroom is a learning space. Avoid all behaviors that disrupt others. 
Here are some things to avoid: use of computers, use of cell phones, use of blackberries, having headphones in your ears, and having a Bluetooth in your ear. 
If you are late to class take the first seat in the back of the room closest to the door.  Don’t leave class early! 
A more detailed description of examples of disruptive behavior and appeal procedures is provided at:  

http://a-s.clayton.edu/DisruptiveClassroomBehavior.htm
Regents Testing: The University System of Georgia requires that each student receiving a degree  must have successfully demonstrated competence in reading comprehension and writing by passing two courses:  Regents Writing Skills RGTE 0199 and Regents’ Reading Skills RGTE 0198.  Students satisfy these course requirements through examination.  The University System of Georgia Regents Tests are administered each semester by the CSU Testing Center. Testing dates and registration procedures are listed each semester in the Class Schedule on the DUCK. Please contact your academic advisor or the Testing Center for more information.  
Midterm Grades: A course midterm grade will be posted on the DUCK by midterm each semester. The midterm grade will only reflect work completed to the middle of the semester. More than half of the scored work in this course is completed after the midterm date. If you have questions, please contact the instructor.
The Fall deadline for you to withdraw from this course without academic accountability is October 9.

Political Science Degree Program Outcomes and Assessments:

 Graduating political science majors should 
	
· Apply concepts related to the structures and principles of the U.S. Constitution to historical and current politics.

· Explain and criticize U.S. political institutions and processes.

· Define and distinguish how aspects of the Georgia Constitution and government differ from the U.S. Constitution and government.

· Assess and compare how other national political systems and   international political organizations differ from the U.S. political system and recognize the importance of political geography. 

· Research and compose a project report in a subfield of political science.

· Successfully complete a political science related internship. 
    
Assessments:

· POLS 1101 pre and post assessment surveys & geography tests

· POLS 4490/POLS 4491 Internship/Practicum Site Supervisor   Evaluation

                  POLS 4500 Senior Seminar research paper

· POLS 4500 Senior Political Science Program Exit Survey 

· ETS Political Science Field Test taken by graduating seniors

Course Outcomes:
To be able to identify the constitutional rights of Women.
To be able to explain and contrast different forms of feminisms.
To be able to critically analyze key policy debates on women including pay equity, reproductive rights, education, and the regulation of sexuality.
To be able to understand and explain the modern hurdles to achieving congressional office that are faced by women.
To be able to discuss and explain the modern work conditions of women in a global economy.
To be able to conduct research and write a paper comparing women in office to women in broader social movements.
Assessments:
Essay Examinations (200 points): There will be a midterm and a final essay exam.
Research  Paper (125 points): Compare the effectiveness of one woman who has held a national office in the U.S. Senate or House of Representatives to the effectiveness of women who has made change outside of government. Assess the usefulness of social movements and holding elected political power in achieving gains for women. This paper should be 5-7 typed doubled spaced pages of text in length. You should include at least 8 sources. These sources should come primarily from academic peer reviewed journals. All citations should be done in the MLA format. 
Use this webpage if you need help in your citations.
http://adminservices.clayton.edu/library/research/style.htm
Class participation (75 points): You are expected to attend class regularly and to participate effectively by being prepared to discuss the assigned readings. On several Thursdays online discussions will be held on Georgia-view. The quality of your postings will also be a part of your participation grade. 
Grade breakdown
400 total possible points
360-400=A
320-359=B
280-319=C
240-279=D
0-239=F
Missed work/late work policy
Midterm: It is possible to take the midterm early if a good reason is given well in advance. No makeup for the midterm will be given if I’m not notified at least 24 hours in advance and a documented reason is given.
Research paper: A hard copy of the research paper must be handed in prior to the beginning of class on the due date. Late papers will be graded down 10 points for every day they are late. All days count against late papers including non class days and weekends.
Final: There are no make-up exams for the final.

This syllabus is subject to revision at the instructor’s discretion to facilitate the educational process.  
 Course Outline: 
August 18: Introduction to course
August 25: Feminisms 
McBride-Stetson chapter 1
8/27: Discussion on feminism in the U.S. today 
9/1: Women’s rights and resources
McBride Stetson chapters 2&3
9/8: Reproduction Rights
McBride Stetson chapter 4
9/10: Online discussion on abortion politics
9/15: Film: The Last Abortion clinic 
9/22: Women’s political barriers
Palmer and Simon chapter2
9/24: Online discussion on women’s political barriers
9/29: Midterm exam
10/6: Education policy
McBride-Stetson chapter 5
10/8: Online discussion on education
10/13: Women and pay inequity
McBride Stetson chapters 7&8
10/15: Online discussion on work issues
10/20: Women and political ambition
Palmer and Simon chapters 3&4
10/22: Paper topics must be emailed to me
10/27: Film: Shirley Chisholm: Unbought..unbossed
10/29: Discussion on Chisholm film
November 3: Women and the competitive political environment/women and labor part one
Palmer and Simon chapter 5, Ehrenreich and Hochschild p. 1-31
11/5: Discussion of Ehrenreich/Hochschild
11/10: Women and Sexuality
McBride-Stetson chapters 7&8
11/17: Papers due. Women and labor part 2. 
Ehrenreich and Hochschild p. 70-114
11/19: Discussion on invisible labor
11/24: No Class
12/1: Global labor part 3: 
Ehrenreich “Selling Sex for Visas”, “Because she looks like a child”,
And “Clashing Dreams: Highly Educated Overseas Brides”
Final exam: during the time scheduled by the university
http://adminservices.clayton.edu/registrar/finals.htm
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