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POLS 5180 
Presidential Politics
87857
3.0 Credits
Fall 2009
Dr. Joseph Corrado 
Office: A&S 110S
Clayton State University voicemail: 678-466-4803 
JoeCorrado@clayton.edu 
Webpage: go to http://www.clayton.edu, click search, type in "Joe Corrado", click on the first link. 
Fall Office Hours: Tues-Thursday 12:30-2:00 p.m., Wednesday 5:00-6:00 p.m
Course Description:

A graduate seminar exploring the American presidency and 
its political environment. The course covers important 
topics such as the historical and philosophical foundations 
of executive governance, the powers of the president, the 
exercise of presidential power and related topics. A 
variety of perspectives will be examined.
Required Texts: 
Ellis, Richard and Michael Nelson. 2006. Debating the Presidency. Washington D.C. : Congressional Quarterly Press. ISBN: 1-56802-914-4.
Milkis, Sidney and Michael Nelson. 2008. The American Presidency:  Origins and Development, 1776-2007 (5th Edition). Washington D.C.: CQ Press. ISBN: 978-0-87289-336-8.
Pika, Joseph and John Maltese. 2010. The Politics of the Presidency (revised 7th edition).  CQ Press. ISBN: 978-0-87289-469-3.
Skowronek, Stephen. 2008. Presidential Leadership in Political Time: Reprise and Reappraisal. University of Kansas Press. ISBN: 978-07006175-9.
Winkler, Allan M. 2006. Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Making of Modern America. Pearson/Longman. ISBN: 0-321-41285-0. 

Students must abide by policies in the CSU Catalog & Student Handbook.
Click on this link  to read the Clayton State University
 Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities Statement
Disabilities: For information about Disability Services or to obtain this document in an alternative format, contact the Disabilities Coordinator, Student Center, Room 255 - ADA/504 Compliance Officer at.678-466-5445 or disabilityservices@clayton.edu 
Semi-Daily Brief: Current events will often be discussed at the beginning of class. Read a major daily newspaper, or NEWSWEEK, TIME or U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT. Watch a daily national network news program on ABC, CBS, NBC, PBS or CNN, and/or listen to NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO (6:00 - 9:00 a.m., and 4:00 - 6:30 p.m.) on WABE FM 90.1. You can subscribe to the New York Times online for free by going to http://www.nytimes.com  and creating a password for yourself. You can and should pick up the New York Times in the hallways of the A&S building or in the University Center (Baker center). 
CSU Attendance Policy:
Students are expected to attend and participate in every class meeting. Instructors establish specific policies relating to absences in their courses and communicate these policies to the students through the course syllabi. Individual instructors, based upon the nature of the course, determine what effect excused and unexcused absences have in determining grades and upon students' ability to remain enrolled in their courses. The university reserves the right to determine that excessive absences, whether justified or not are sufficient cause for institutional withdrawals or failing grades. The purpose of this policy is to increase retention. Students who have poor class attendance records often do poorly in our courses. The new policy is designed in order to emphasize to students that attending class is important and expected. 
Course Attendance policy: Attendance will be taken each class session. Attendance counts as a part of your participation grade. You are expected to come to each class prepared to discuss the readings. During each class session any student may be randomly called upon to comment upon the readings. If you are unprepared one time you are given a break. If you are unprepared two times ten points will be taken from your overall grade. 
 
Academic Dishonesty
Any type of activity that is considered dishonest by reasonable standards may constitute academic misconduct. The most common forms of academic misconduct are cheating and plagiarism. All instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of zero for the work involved. All instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Office of Student Life/Judicial Affairs. Judicial procedures are described at
http://adminservices.clayton.edu/judicial/ 
 
University Handbook is now at:  http://adminservices.clayton.edu/studentaffairs/StudentHandbook/foreword.htm 
Disruption of the Learning Environment
Behavior which disrupts the teaching–learning process during class activities will not be tolerated.  While a variety of behaviors can be disruptive in a classroom setting, more serious examples include belligerent, abusive, profane, and/or threatening behavior.  A student who fails to respond to reasonable faculty direction regarding classroom behavior and/or behavior while participating in classroom activities may be dismissed from class.  A student who is dismissed is entitled to due process and will be afforded such rights as soon as possible following dismissal.  If found in violation, a student may be administratively withdrawn and may receive a grade of WF. 
The classroom is a learning space. Avoid all behaviors that disrupt others. 
Here are some things to avoid: use of computers, use of cell phones, use of blackberries, having headphones in your ears, and having a Bluetooth in your ear. 
If you are late to class take the first seat in the back of the room closest to the door. Don’t leave class early! 
A more detailed description of examples of disruptive behavior and appeal procedures is provided at:  
 
http://a-s.clayton.edu/DisruptiveClassroomBehavior.htm 
Midterm Grades: A course midterm grade will be posted on the DUCK by midterm each semester. The midterm grade will only reflect work completed to the middle of the semester. More than half of the scored work in this course is completed after the midterm date. If you have questions, please contact the instructor.
The Fall deadline for you to withdraw from this course without academic accountability is October 9th.
Course Outcomes:
To be able to critically analyze the debates surrounding the creation of the U.S. Presidentcy
To be able to identify the powers of the President.
To be able to apply Skrowonek’s theory about presidential success to historical presidents.
To be able to conduct research of one president. 
To be able to demonstrate how the executive branch relates to other branches. 
To be able to critically analyze the modern presidency and Skowronek’s critique of this.
Course Assessments:  
1) Midterm Essay examination (100 points)
2) Research Paper: Examine one president and explain how well Skowronek’s analysis explains this president’s success. (7-10 pages) (100 points)
3) Final Essay examination (100 points).
4) Class participation (50 points) Each student is expected to come to each class prepared to discuss the assigned readings. 


Missed/Late Work policy
Research papers: Must be received before the beginning of class on the day they are due for full credit. If received by 6:30  p.m. on the day of the class the late penalty will be 15 points. Papers will be penalized 25 points for each late day until a hard copy is received by me. 
Mid-term: Make-ups may be taken early if advance notice and a good reason are given. In order to take an exam after it is scheduled I need at least 24 hours advance notice and a very good (preferably documented reason).
Final: There are no make-ups for the final. 
This syllabus is subject to revision at the instructor’s discretion to facilitate the educational process.
Course Outline: 
Wednesday  August 19th: Introduction to course.
Wednesday August 26th: The creation of the U.S. Presidency.
Milkis and Nelson chapters 1-2 and Debating the Presidency #3. 
September 2: Presidential Character/Public Presidency
Pika Chapter 3&4 and Debating the Presidency # 11. 
September 9th: Presidential Leadership in Political Time
Skowronek chapters 1-2 
September 16th: Early Presidents
Milkis and Nelson chapters 3-5
September 23: Expanding Presidential Power
Milkis and Nelson chapters 6,8,&9.
September 30th Midterm exam
October 7: Franklin Roosevelt and the birth of the modern presidency, A No-win presidency? 
Winkler p. 91-189
October 14: Franklin Roosevelt and other modern presidents, paper topics discussion
Winkler 225-286, Milkis and Nelson chapters 11&12
October 21: The Presidency and the other branches of government 
Pika and Maltese chapters 5-7, Ellis and Nelson Debates 7,8, and 10
October 28th Domestic and Economic Policy 
Pika and Maltese chapters 8&9, debates 5&6

November 4: Reagan revolution 
Milkis and Nelson chapter 13, Skowronek chapter 3
November 11: No class, I’m attending the E-citizenship conference in Detroit
November 18: Papers due, Presentations
November 25: No class
December 2: Clinton,  Bush, and Obama presidencies
Skowronek chapters 4-5 Milkis and Nelson chapters 14-15, Ellis and Nelson debate # 12
Final Essay exam: as scheduled by the University (most likely December 9th) 
http://adminservices.clayton.edu/registrar/finals.htm
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