Student________________________________________

BIOL4222:  Student Independent Research Grading Rubric

Note:  The research sponsor will be solely responsible for evaluating the miscellaneous criteria and the criteria pertaining to the student’s writing ability.  The criteria pertaining to the student’s oral presentation will be evaluated all faculty members of the Department of Natural Science. 
	Criteria
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Pertaining to Writing Ability

	Background Research or Experimental Design
	Student completed much background research, obtained journal articles applicable to research and/or completely understood experimental design.
	Student completed adequate background research, obtained some journal articles and/or understood experimental design fairly well.
	Student completed only a little background research, obtained few journal articles and/or did not understand the experimental design.
	Student did not complete background research, obtained no articles and/or did not try to understand experimental design.  

	Paper or Poster
	Paper (poster) was well organized, thorough, and contained all the elements of a peer reviewed scientific article.
	The paper either lacked organization, thoroughness or it was not organized like a scientific journal article.
	The paper was not organized well and it lacked many elements that would make it a complete scientific article.
	No paper was turned in at all.

	General writing ability
	Follows all the rules of English grammar and rarely misspells words.
	Occasionally needs grammar and spelling corrections.
	Usually turns in work that has misspelled words and poor grammar.
	Little work was turned in so judgment could not be made.  

	Miscellaneous

	Completion
	Student completed all assigned tasks or completed what he/she proposed initially.
	Student completed some of the tasks, but did not finish.
	Student completed only a part of the original proposed project.
	Student did not complete anything.

	Time Spent on project
	Student showed up for at least 6 hours per week every week.
	Student showed up for only 4-5 hours per week.
	Student showed up for 3-4 hours per week.
	Student showed up less than 3 hours/week.  

	Understanding of Project
	The student fully understood what he/she was doing, followed directions, and was capable of troubleshooting (i.e. showed a high level of independence)
	The student showed only a moderate level of independence and did not fully understand what he/she was doing.
	The student required much help from the professor, did not follow directions, and/or did not understand the project at all.
	The student was lost during the project and could not work without a great deal of assistance.  

	Laboratory Notebook


	Turned in a very thorough notebook.
	Turned in an adequate notebook.
	Turned in an incomplete notebook.  
	Did not turn in a notebook at all.


Summary of Oral Presentation Grades Given by Faculty.
	Criteria
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Pertaining to Oral Presentation

	Organization
	Student presents information in a logical, interesting sequence which audience can follow.
	Audience has some trouble following presentation because student jumps around.
	Audience cannot understand the presentation because there is no sequence of information.
	No oral presentation was delivered.  

	Subject Knowledge
	Student demonstrates full knowledge by answering all questions with explanations and conclusions are based on the data presented.
	Student is uncomfortable with information and is able to answer only rudimentary questions or does not generate conclusions based on data presented.
	Student does not have grasp of information, student cannot answer questions about subject and does not draw appropriate conclusions.
	No oral presentation was delivered.    

	Graphics and Data
	Student’s graphics explain and reinforce screen text.  Data are presented well. 
	Student occasionally uses graphics that do not support text or the data are not presented well.
	Student uses superfluous graphics or no graphics and data presentation is either absent or very poor.
	No oral presentation was delivered.  

	Mechanics
	Student’s presentation had no misspellings or grammatical errors and bullet use was consistent.  Slides were labeled clearly and correct contrast was used.  Words were used conservatively.
	Student’s presentation had some misspellings, grammatical errors, poorly used bullets, poorly labeled slides, poor contrast or too many words on the slides.
	Student’s presentation had many misspellings, grammatical errors, and the slides were very difficult to read and/or contained way too many words.  
	No oral presentation was delivered.  

	Presentation Style
	Student maintains eye contact, uses a clear voice with correct pronunciation and uses a laser pointer correctly.
	Student occasionally uses eye contact, reads some of his/her slides/notes, has trouble with pronunciation, talks too softly or does not know how to use laser pointer well.  
	Student reads all of slides/notes with no eye contact, has poor elocution or acts very clumsy with laser pointer and advancing the slides.  
	No oral presentation was delivered.  

	Timeliness
	Student finishes and answers questions in 15 minutes.  
	Student finishes presentation in 15 minutes, but has no time for questions or the student’s presentation is excessively short.  
	Student does not finish presentation within 15 minutes.
	No oral presentation was delivered.  


Points:  35-39 points = A, 31-34 points = B, 27-30 points = C, 23-26 points = D, Below 23 points = F

Points Given_________________

Grade Assigned________________
Comments:

