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CRIT 1101 – Critical Thinking Online
Course Syllabus – Fall 2010


Individuals with disabilities who need to request accommodations should contact 
the Disability Services Coordinator, Student Center 255, 678-466-5445, disabilityservices@mail.clayton.edu. 


[bookmark: Course]Course Number, Title, & CRN: CRIT 1101: Critical Thinking, CRN 86548
Credit Hours: 3.0 semester credit hours (3-0-3)
Catalog Description: A course focusing on skills essential to effective critical thinking in both academic and general use. The study of important common components (issue, method, evidence, conclusion) provides a basis for the construction, analysis, and evaluation of arguments in a variety of contexts. The course also addresses fundamental elements of informal logic (e.g., induction, deduction, fallacy-avoidance) and of elementary formal logic (e.g., tests for validity) as they inform good reasoning in any context, from everyday decision-making to academic argumentation. 
Course Prerequisites and Co-requisites: Learning Support students who are required to take ENGL 0099 and/or READ 0099 must exit the requirement(s) before they can enroll in this course
Computer Requirement: Each CSU student is required to have ready access throughout the semester to a notebook computer that meets faculty-approved hardware and software requirements for the student's academic program. Students will sign a statement attesting to such access.  For further information on CSU's Official Notebook Computer Policy, please go to http://itpchoice.clayton.edu/policy.htm. 
Computer Skill Prerequisites:
1. Able to use the WindowsTM operating system 
1. Able to use Microsoft WordTM word processing 
1. Able to send and receive e-mail using OutlookTM or Outlook ExpressTM 
1. Able to attach and retrieve attached files via email 
1. Able to use a Web browser
[bookmark: Outcomes]In-class Use of Student Notebook Computers: Computers will be required to access course materials, communicate with your instructor, and participate in classroom research activities.
Program Learning Outcomes:
General education outcomes: The following links provide tabular descriptions of the communications outcome and the critical thinking outcome components:
1. Communications outcomes components 
1. Critical thinking outcomes components 
[bookmark: Term]

Course Learning Outcomes: 
At the end of this course, students should be able to:
· Write, analyze, and evaluate arguments for strength and validity
· Improve their oral and written communication skills
· Analyze complex concepts, ideas, definitions, and arguments

[bookmark: Instructor]Instructor Information:
Dr. Ron Jackson
phone: (678) 466-4717
e-mail: ronjackson@clayton.edu 
webpage: http://a-s.clayton.edu/jackson 
Office: Arts and Sciences Building, Room 105-K
Office Hours: T/R 11:30-1:00 & 3.30-5:00 

For general questions, please post message in Miscellaneous Discussion Topic.  For personal questions, please email me through GeorgiaView.  If necessary, email me at ronjackson@clayton.edu.  Email is by far the most effective way to get in touch with me.  I will usually respond with 48 hours on weekdays.  

Exam grades will typically be posted within 3 days of the test.  Paper grades will typically be posted within one week of submission.   
Class Email Listserv: crit1101-90fall10@lists.clayton.edu


[bookmark: Class]Classrooms and Meeting Times:

Your presence at the orientation and exams is mandatory and your presence at the reviews is highly recommended.  Course materials, requirements, and procedures will be reviewed at orientation; you may also be quizzed on your understanding of chapter one in the textbook, so come to orientation as prepared as possible on that chapter.  

Orientation		Thursday, August 19th, 8:00-10:00 pm, LEC-B13
Review I 		Thursday, September 16th, 8:00-10:00 pm, LEC-B13
Exam I			Tuesday, September 21st, 8:00-10:00 pm, LEC-B13
Review II		Thursday, October 21st, 8:00-10:00 pm, LEC-B13
Exam II			Tuesday, October 26th, 8:00 -10:00 pm, LEC-B13
Review III		Thursday, December 2nd, 8:00-10:00pm, LEC-B13
Exam III		Tuesday, December 7th, 8:00-10:00pm, TBA

[bookmark: Text]

Textbook & Resources: A Concise Introduction to Logic, 10th ed., by Patrick Hurley. A tutorial CD accompanies the book, and the companion website contains a variety of resources; see especially the Logic Coach program, which you should download and use to work the text exercises: http://www.cengage.com/cgi-wadsworth/course_products_wp.pl?fid=M20bI&product_isbn_issn=9780495503835

Peer Tutoring: The Center for Academic Success provides tutoring for this course. Appointments can be made through TutorTrac at http://tutoring.clayton.edu or by stopping by the CAS (Library-lower level).

Text Coverage: Selected Readings and Exercises (see below)
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Evaluation:
	Discussion Participation I
	5%

	Discussion Participation II
	5%

	Discussion Participation III
	5%

	Argument Paper I
	10%

	Argument Paper II
	10%

	Argument Paper III
	10%

	Exam I
	20%

	Exam II
	20%

	Exam III
	              15%

	TOTAL
	100%
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Grading:

	A
	90 - 100%

	B
	80 - 89%

	C
	70 - 79%

	D
	60 - 69%

	F
	below 60%









[bookmark: Mid-term]


Requirements Explained:

Discussion Participation: Each student must respond directly to the questions posed for each Discussion Participation, and must comment on at least 2 responses from classmates. All responses must be substantive - thoughtful, attentive to detail, and about 100 words in length.  


	Number of Substantive Contributions
	Percentage Score

	3
	100

	2
	80

	1
	60

	0
	0




Argument Papers:  You will write three Argument Papers of 1 ½ to 2 pages.  Topics for arguments may be drawn from 1.2.III, p. 30.  As an alternative, you may choose to identify and address an issue related to your own everyday experience or interests - sports, jobs, family, school, health, community or local concerns.  In writing your papers you will concisely and explicitly express (a) the issue being addressed, (b) the position you are taking on the issue as you have expressed it, and (c) three primary premises in support of that position.  Once you have written this “skeletal form” of the argument, you will then (d) write a paragraph length discussion/explanation of your premises and how they support your position/conclusion.  The numbered premises of the skeletal argument will serve as the topic sentences for each individual paragraph of support.  Use only simple declarative sentences to express the skeletal argument.  Each paper will adhere to this format, illustrated below: 


Issue:  Whether the 1965 Minnesota Twins could have beaten the 2010 New York Yankees in a 7 Game Series.
Position:  1965 Minnesota Twins could have beaten the 2010 New York Yankees in a 7 Game Series.

Premise 1:  The Twins 4 man pitching rotation, lead by Jim Kaat, stacks up better in a seven game series.  
Premise 2:  The Twins defense was stronger at every position.
Premise 3:  The Twins had better all around hitting, with sluggers like Harmon Killebrew, Bob Allison, and Tony Oliva (A.L. Rookie of the year in 1964) and great contact hitters like Zoilo Versalles (A.L. MVP in 1965).


	(Paragraphs with the numbered premises as topic sentences go here.)


These argument papers must be developed based on your own ideas and thinking, and should not be considered research papers.  In that light, argument papers which report information from the internet or other outside sources will not be accepted.     

For additional helpful info, see “Constructing Your Own Argument” and “Argument Evaluation” in the Fundamentals of Argument document on Dr. Jackson’s webpage, http://a-s.clayton.edu/jackson.    

Exams: a mix of true-false, multiple choice, matching, or short answer; non-cumulative.



Mid-term Progress Report: The mid-term grade in this course will be issued by October 5th, and will reflect approximately 30% of the entire course grade.  Based on this grade, students may choose to withdraw from the course and receive a grade of "W."  Students pursuing this option must fill out an official withdrawal form, available in the Office of the Registrar, by mid-term, October 8th.  This date represents the last day to withdraw without academic accountability.  


Schedule of Readings and Assignments
Unit I

	[bookmark: Schedule][bookmark: Policies]Tuesday 8/17


Thursday 8/19
	1.1	Arguments, Premises, Conclusions


1.2 Recognizing Arguments	
	I, 1-20; IV, all


I, 1-15; V, all; VI, all


	Tuesday 8/24


Thursday 8/26
	1.3 Deduction and Induction


1.3 continued

	I, all


III, all


	Tuesday 8/31



Thursday 9/2
	1.4 Validity, Truth, Soundness, Strength, Cogency


1.4 continued

Discussion Participation I Starts

	I, 1-10 
II, 1-10 


III, 1-20; V, all

Begin


	Tuesday 9/7


Thursday 9/9
	1.5 Argument Forms: Proving Invalidity	


2.1 Varieties of Meaning
2.2 Intension and Extension
	I, all


III, all
I, 1-4; II, all


	Tuesday 9/14



Thursday 9/16


	2.3 Definitions and Their Purposes 
2.4 Definitional Techniques
Discussion Participation I Ends

2.5 Criteria for Lexical Definitions
Review


	I, all; III, all
I, all; III, all
End
I, 1-20
Review #1 - Thursday, September 16th, 8:00 pm -10:00 pm, LEC-B13


	Tuesday 9/21




	First Exam




	First Exam - Tuesday, September 21st, 8:00pm-10:00pm, LEC-B13







Unit II

	
Thursday 9/23
	
6.1 Symbols and Translation
	
I, 1-30, II, 1-15


	Tuesday 9/28




Thursday 9/30
	6.1 continued
6.2 Truth Functions
First Argument Paper


6.2 continued
6.6 Common Valid Argument Forms
	Continued
I, all; II, all; III, 1-15
First Argument Paper Due 9/28


Continued
I, all


	Tuesday 10/5


Thursday 10/7
	6.6 Common Valid Argument Forms


6.6 continued
Discussion Participation II Starts
	II, all


Continued (I, all; II, all)
Begin

Last Day to Withdraw – Friday 10/8


	Tuesday 10/12


Thursday 10/14

	9.1-9.3 Argument from Analogy


10.1-10.3 Causal Reasoning & Mill’s Methods
	II, 1-8

I, all

	Tuesday 10/19


Thursday 10/21
	10.1-10.3 continued

Discussion Participation II Ends

Review
	II, 1-5; III, all
End
Review #2 - Thursday, October 21st, 8:00pm -10:00pm, LEC-B13


	Tuesday 10/26


	Second Exam



	Second Exam – Tuesday, October 26th, 8:00pm-10:00pm, LEC-B13







Unit III


	Thursday 10/28



	12.1-12.6 Statistical Reasoning 
(no computations in 12.4)

	I, all

	Tuesday 11/2


Thursday 11/4
	12.1-12.6 continued

12.1-12.6 continued
Second Argument Paper
	III, all

continued (I, all; III, all)
Second Argument Paper Due 11/14




	Tuesday 11/9


Thursday 11/11
	13.1-13.3 Hypothetical/Scientific Reasoning

13.1-13.3 continued
	I, 1-5

II, choose one

	Tuesday 11/16

Thursday 11/18



	3.1 Fallacies in General

3.2 Fallacies of Relevance

Discussion Participation III Starts
	I, all

I, all; II, all

Begin

	Tuesday 11/23


Thursday 11/25
	3.3 Fallacies of Weak Induction


Thanksgiving
	I, all; II, all; III, 1-20

Thanksgiving 

	Tuesday 11/30



Thursday 12/2

	3.4 Fallacies of Presumption, Ambiguity

Discussion Participation III Ends

Review


Final Argument Paper
	I, all; II, all; III, 1-25

End

Review #3 - Thursday, December 2nd, 8:00pm -10:00pm, LEC-B13

Final Argument Paper Due 12/2


	Tuesday 12/7
	Final Exam
	Final Exam - Tuesday, December 7th, 8:00pm-10:00pm, 





Course Policies

General Policy: Students must abide by policies in the Clayton State University Student Handbook, and the Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities.
University Attendance Policy: Students are expected to attend and participate in every class meeting. Instructors establish specific policies relating to absences in their courses and communicate these policies to the students through the course syllabi. Individual instructors, based upon the nature of the course, determine what effect excused and unexcused absences have in determining grades and upon students’ ability to remain enrolled in their courses. The university reserves the right to determine that excessive absences, whether justified or not, are sufficient cause for institutional withdrawals or failing grades.
Course Attendance Policy: Attendance is expected for all class periods. More than 3 absences will result in a deduction of 5% from your final course grade.  Habitual tardiness (i.e., more than 5 late arrivals) will also result in a deduction of 5% from your final course grade.  An absence or late arrival may be excused due to (1) official CSU functions (such as athletic events), (2) required official military duty, or (3) documentation from a physician or other appropriate authority.   For online courses, attendance is required for orientation and for all exams, and is very strongly encouraged for all review sessions.  
Missed Work: With a valid excuse that explains why the student was unable to take the test or submit the assignment on time: 
· Make-up quizzes will be scheduled at a time chosen by the instructor. Note, the make-up quiz may be different from the scheduled quiz that the student missed.
· Make-up homework may be submitted at a time determined by the instructor. 
· Make-up tests will be scheduled at a time chosen by the instructor. Note, the make-up exam may be different from the scheduled examination that the student missed.
· Make-up papers and paper drafts will be due at a time chosen by the instructor.
· The final examination must be taken. If you know you cannot make the scheduled time, consult at least two weeks in advance with the instructor and a new exam date may be arranged, if the instructor believes conditions warrant rescheduling. To reschedule an exam, you must submit a change of final examination date form to the instructor several days prior to the examination. It is your responsibility to submit this form and, if you do not, then you will not be allowed to reschedule your exam. Forms may be obtained from the secretary in the College of Arts and Sciences. Note, should you reschedule, the exam you take may be different from the regularly scheduled examination.
Academic Dishonesty: Any type of activity that is considered dishonest by reasonable standards may constitute academic misconduct. The most common forms of academic misconduct are cheating and plagiarism.  Plagiarism occurs when you use someone else’s words or ideas in your presentation or writing without giving that person credit. Even paraphrase is plagiarism if you do not properly cite your source. All instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of zero for the work involved, and will be reported to the Office of Student Life/Judicial Affairs. Judicial procedures are described at: http://adminservices.clayton.edu/judicial/. 

Disruption of the Learning Environment: Behavior which disrupts the teaching–learning process during class activities will not be tolerated. While a variety of behaviors can be disruptive in a classroom setting, more serious examples include belligerent, abusive, profane, and/or threatening behavior.  A student who fails to respond to reasonable faculty direction regarding classroom behavior may be dismissed from class.  A student who is dismissed is entitled to due process and will be afforded such rights as soon as possible following dismissal. If found in violation, a student may be administratively withdrawn and may receive a grade of WF. A more detailed description of examples of disruptive behavior and appeal procedures is provided at: http://a-s.clayton.edu/DisruptiveClassroomBehavior.htm.
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