ENGL 3300, Women and Literature
Fall 2005, Mon & Wed, 9:00-10:15, G-233
Dr. Gwendolyn Jones, Office:  L-151, 770-961-3564 gwendolynjones@mail.clayton.edu
Office Hours:  Mon & Wed, 8:30-9:00, 12:00-1:15, 4:15-4:45 or on-line or by appointment

Course Description: A seminar on American women writers and their works, including essays, novels and short fiction, and focusing primarily on late 19th and 20th Century American writers. The thematic and historical progression of American women’s writing will be examined within a cultural framework with discussions on race and gender.  

Course Purpose:

1. Exposure:  students will form and express critical opinions about the American tradition of literature by women.

2. Make Connections:  students will demonstrate a critical understanding about recurrent themes and issues in the literature by women; in other words, understand the impact of gender on literature.

3. Question Standards:  students will question notions of literary value based on timeless universals and/or historical specifics; or in other words, understand the impact of gender on literary theory/criticism.

4.  Understand Difference:  Students will become aware of and to think critically about the variety of literary responses by women who occupy differing subject positions; or, in other words, become aware of the differences that culture, ethnicity, class, sexuality and religion have on women’s writing.

Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes:

At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to --

1. Discuss, analyze, and evaluate women’s literature in a historical and/or cultural context

2. Research an assigned topic in women’s literature

3. Make an oral presentation on an assigned topic in women’s literature

4. Explain and critique, both orally and in writing, the role of women and/or women writers in literary history
Prerequisites

All students will have completed the following courses with a grade of C or higher:

ENGL 1101; ENGL 1102; and at least one of the following sophomore-level literature survey courses:  ENGL 2111, 2112, 2121, 2122, 2130, 2131, or 2132.  

Note:  The content of this course syllabus correlates to education standards established by national and state education governing agencies, accrediting agencies, and learned society/professional education associations.  Please refer to the course correlation matrices located at the following web site:

http://a-s.clayton.edu/teachered/Standards%20and%20Outcomes.htm
Required Texts
Gilman, Charlotte Perkins.  The Yellow Wallpaper, edited by Dale Bauer.  Bedford St. Martin’s, 1998; ISBN 0-333-73075-5

Harper, Frances.  Iola Leroy.  Beacon P, 1978; ISBN 0-8070-6519-6

Hoffert, Sylvia.  A History of Gender in America.  Prentice Hall, 2000; ISBN 0-13-012225-4

Larsen, Nella.  Quicksand and Passing, edited by Deborah McDowell.  Rutgers UP, 1999; ISBN 0-8135-1170-4

Phelps, Elizabeth Stuart.  The Story of Avis.  Rutgers UP, 2001; ISBN 0-8135-1099-6

Porter, Katherine Anne.  Pale Horse, Pale Rider.  Harcourt Brace, 1990; ISBN 0-15-170755-3

Walker, Alice.  The Color Purple.  Any edition

Other assigned articles
Requirements

(1) Readings/Class Discussion:  Read all assignments ahead of time.  You will be expected to fully participate in class discussions.  Also, you will be given periodic quizzes over the readings.  You are encouraged to keep a reading notebook to record comments on your readings; such a notebook will aid in class discussion and serve as study guide for exams.  Even if you have been absent, you must come prepared to discuss the reading assignments.   Class participation is an integral part of the course.  Each student must be prepared to discuss and/or analyze all reading assignments.  Your participation will be factored into your final grade.
(2) Guided Research Project:  A handout with more specific directions will follow.  The research project is an in-depth essay based on one of the assigned works from our class.  The essay must have a clear focus or thesis that is supported with quotes and paraphrases from both primary and secondary sources.  In other words, use quotes and paraphrases from your selected work as well as those from scholarly journals and books.  MLA documentation style will be used to document these scholarly sources. The final essay, which will be 6 to 8 pages, must be typed and double-spaced and free of grammatical and mechanical errors. 

(3) Exams and Quizzes:  We will have occasional quizzes over the assigned readings as well as two exams:  the midterm and the final.  The exams will be made up of short answer and essay questions, which you will be expected to answer in well-developed sentences and paragraphs.  

(6) Oral Report/Discussion Leader:  You are required to lead one discussion on an assigned topic or topics, to be decided at the semester’s beginning.  This topic may be a short story, poem, novel, or critical essay or a combination thereof.  Each student will signup for a selected topic on a designated date.  The student will guide the class in an informal discussion on his/her assigned topic on a specific date.  Failure to either attend class on the assigned day or to be prepared for discussion will result in a failing grade for the project.  To be prepared, read and re-read the assigned readings and research critical articles on your subject.  Prepare a list of discussion questions for the class and use these as handouts for the class.    

Grading

Research paper:                                                                                       25%

Participation/quizzes/attendance/Discussion Leadership:                      25%

Midterm:                                                                                                 25%

Final:                                                                                                       25%

Attendance, Late Work, and Late Assignment Policies

Prompt, regular attendance is mandatory.  If you miss more than five classes, you will be subject to failure in the course.  If you are more than ten minutes late, you will be counted as absent.  You come to class prepared and come on time.  If you are absent, you are responsible for getting class notes as well as handouts from another class member. Missed quizzes and oral reports cannot be made up.  Tests may be made up only if you have made prior arrangements or have a documentable excuse. All assignments must be turned in to pass the class.

Academic Honesty

Plagiarism is the copying, paraphrasing, or use of another’s ideas or words-including Internet sources-without proper acknowledgment or citation.  While group work is sometimes encouraged, students are responsible for their own work and for the results.  Plagiarized papers will receive an F; a plagiarized paper is considered an incomplete assignment; therefore, plagiarism will result in failure of the class.  

Computer Policy

Success in this course requires a basic level of computer skills, including the ability to send and receive e-mail, a basic understanding of word processing, and the ability to access and use Internet sources, especially MLA and other databases on GALILEO.  If you need help, please contact the HUB for an appointment.  All students are required to have a laptop.  

Disabilities:  Students will disabilities who need to request accommodations or to obtain information should contact the office of Disability Services, Student Center 214, 770-961-3719 or disablityservices@mail.clayton.edu . 

Other Sources of Help:   The Center for Academic Assistance located in the basement of the library and CSU’s Library.       

Grading Research Paper:

“A” Range

1. Meets all qualifications in “A” and “B” ranges, plus the following:

2. Outstanding achievement; significantly exceeds standards;

3. Unique topic or unique treatment of topic; takes risks with content, fresh approach, full development;  

4. Sophisticated/exceptional use of examples;

5. Original and fluid organization; seamless transitions;

6. Confidence in use of standard English, absence of clichés and hackneyed language; 

7. Sentence variety and almost no mechanical or grammatical errors;

8. MLA documentation style used correctly.

“B” Range

1. Commendable achievement, exceeds minimum standards;

2. Specific, original focus, subject matter well explored but may show signs of underdevelopment in certain areas;

3. Good use of examples but may lack support in certain areas;

4. Significance of content is clearly conveyed but may lack originality of an A paper;

5. Well organized but transitions not be as effective as in an A paper;

6. Conveys strong understanding of standard English;

7. Mechanical and grammatical errors, if any, do not impede understanding;

8. MLA documentation style used correctly. 

“C” Range

1. Acceptable achievement, meets minimum standards;

2. Retains over-all focus but ideas may lack originality;
3. Competent use of examples but some ideas lack support;
4. Organization is apparent but some paragraphs are underdeveloped and transitions are needed;
5. Competent use of standard English but sentences need variety and sophistication;
6. Clichés and hackneyed language may be present and some mechanical/grammatical errors as well as some errors in MLA style.
“D” Range

1. Marginal achievement, does not meet minimum standards;

2. Lacks focus, significance of content is not clear;
3. Difficult to follow due to lack of sentence or paragraph development;
4. Lacks specific examples or examples may be irrelevant;
5. Awkward expression, problematic sentence structure;
6. Mechanical/grammatical errors and errors in MLA style.
“F” Range

1. Ignores assignment;

2. Lacks significance or coherence;
3. Unfocused and disorganized;
4. Major problems with usage or mechanics/grammar;
5. Plagiarism; and
6. MLA style used incorrectly or not at all.
CLASS SCHEDULE, subject to change

I may periodically assign additional articles that will be either full-text on GALILEO or on reserve in the library; those articles and readings labeled “Handouts,” will either be on reserve in the library or handed out in class. Use MLA on GALILEO for additional articles and information on your assigned topics. “Selected articles” in the assignments are TBA.  All other reading assignments are referenced by author’s last name.

Mon, Aug. 22:   Introduction

Wed, Aug. 24:  Hoffert, Chapters 1-3: “Gender as a Historical Category,” “Gender Identities in the English Colonies,” and “Gender Identities in the Age of Revolution.”  
Mon, Aug. 29:  Hoffert, Chapters 4&5:  “Masculinity in the 19th-Century North” and “Femininity in the 19th-Century North” 
Wed, Aug. 31:  Hoffert, Chapters 6-8:  “Masculinity in the 19th-Century South,” “Femininity in the 19th-Century South,” and “Gender Identities in the Trans-Mississippi West.”
Mon, Sept. 5:  Holiday

Wed, Sept. 7:  Harper, Iola Leroy, begin discussion
1.  Oral Report ____________________________________________________
Mon, Sept. 12:  Harper, Iola Leroy

Wed, Sept. 14:  Hoffert, Chapter 14:  “Gender and Violence” and

Selected articles, full-text fro GALILEO: “Warring Fictions:  Iola Leroy and the Color of Gender” by Elizabeth Young and “Raising Voices, Lifting Shadows:  Competing Voice-Paradigms in Frances Harper’s Iola Leroy” by James Christmann.
Mon, Sept. 19:  Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper” and “Introduction and Historical Background” and “Why I Wrote the Yellow Wallpaper” 
2.  Oral Report ____________________________________________________
Wed, Sept. 21:  Selected articles on “The Yellow Wallpaper”
Selections from “Conduct Literature and Motherhood Manuals” and “Invalid Women”
3.  Oral Report ____________________________________________________
Mon, Sept. 26:  Selected articles on “The Yellow Wallpaper”
Selections from “Sexuality, Race, and Social Control” and “Movements for Social Change”
4.  Oral Report ____________________________________________________
Wed, Sept. 28:  Hoffert, Chapters 9, 12 & 15:  “The New Woman & The New Man,” “Gender, Identity, and Sexuality,” and “Gender and Work.”
Mon, Oct. 3:  Review for Midterm Exam
Wed, Oct. 5:  Midterm Exam

Mon, Oct. 10: Review research paper requirements
Wed, Oct. 12: Hoffert, Chapters 10-11:  “Masculinity in the 20th-Century” and “Femininity in the 20th-Century”
Mon, Oct. 17:  Phelps, The Story of Avis
5.  Oral Report ______________________________________________________
Wed, Oct. 19:  Phelps continued.
Mon, Oct. 24:  Full-text on MLA on Phelps:  “The Riddle of the Sphinx:  Elizabeth Stuart Phelps’s The Story of Avis” by Deborah Barker
Wed, Oct. 26:  Porter, Old Mortality
6.  Oral Report ______________________________________________________
Mon, Oct. 31:  Porter continued; full-text MLA article on Porter:
“Dis-ease of Katherine Anne Porter’s Greensick Girls in Old Mortality: by Lorraine DiCicco
Wed, Nov. 2:  Larsen, Quicksand

7.  Oral Report _____________________________________________________
Mon, Nov. 7:  Selected articles on Quicksand (full-text, MLA) 
‘”My Picture of You Is, after All, the True Helga Crane’: Portraiture and Identity in Nella
Larsen’s Quicksand” by Pamela Barnett and “Self-Delusion and Self-Sacrifice in Nella Larsen’s Quicksand” by Kimberly Monda
Wed, Nov. 9:  Larsen, Passing

8.  Oral Report _____________________________________________________
Mon, Nov. 14:  Selected articles on Passing (full-text, MLA) 
“The Veils of the Law:  Race and Sexuality in Nella Larsen’s Passing” by Corinne Blackmer and “Nella Larsen’s Passing and the Fading Subject” by Nell Sullivan
Wed, Nov. 16:  Walker, The Color Purple
9.  Oral Report _____________________________________________________

Mon, Nov. 21:  Walker continued
Wed, Nov. 23:  Holiday

Mon, Nov. 28:  Selected articles on The Color Purple (full-text, MLA)
“The Return of the Father in Spielberg’s The Color Purple” by Carol Dole and “From Monotheism to Pantheism:  Liberation from Patriarchy in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple” by Stacie Lynn Hankinson

10.  Oral Report ______________________________________________________

Wed, Nov. 30:   Selected articles on The Color Purple (full-text, MLA)
“Named and Namelessness:  Alice Walker’s Pattern of Surnames in The Color Purple” by Charles Heglar and “Serving, Quilting, Knitting:  Handicraft and Freedom in The Color Purple” by Catherine Lewis.
Mon, Dec. 5:  Peer Review Research Paper

Wed, Dec. 7:  Review for Final; Research Paper due 

