Microbiology for Health Science

Furlong

Insturctions for Smear Prep and staining

Smear Preparation
Use the nice figure on page 22 to prep your 6 smears.  SHARE CULTURES with the person next to you.  There are only enough for 1 culture per every two people.

Obtain:

· 6 slides

· MS:  Mycobacterium smegmatis
· SA:  Staphylococcus aureus
· EC:  Escherichia coli
· PA:  Pseudomonas aeruginosa
· BM:  Bacillus Megaterium
· MX:  mixed culture

· ME:  Any culture that you saved previously and want to stain and look at under the scope (your choice:  plate, broth or slant).  YOU CHOOSE!  Don’t ask me which one is best.

Use page 22 to prep smears of your cultures using the following format:

6 total slides with 2 smears on each side of slide (except for D).  Label with initials, letter corresponding to slide below, culture description under each smear (see below).



Slide A will be simple stained.

Slide B will be Gram stained next week.



Slide C will be Gram stained.



Slide D will be Gram stained.


Slide E will be acid fast stained.

· We will stain all of these.  Use the instructions on how to do each type of stain in your manual.

Simple:  Pg 24 (change step A to 1 minute)

Gram:  pg. 28 (change step C to 1 minute)

Acid Fast:  pg. 34

· We will look at them under the scope, observe, draw and answer lab report questions in your lab manual (pages 25-26, 31-32, 37-39, 45).  
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