BIOL 4450:  Cancer Grading Rubric

This project has 4 parts (A-D) that are outlined on the syllabus.  I have made some minor modifications so you should look at this document to see how you will be graded.  The entire project is worth 150 points.  This is a group project.  You should hand in only ONE paper. You will need to give a group presentation and everyone will get the same grade on the presentation unless someone is absent on the day of the presentation.  He/she will then need to give their presentation on a separate day and will get a separate grade.

Part A (on the syllabus)
For the first part of this project, you were supposed to participate in a civic engagement project.  If you provided proof to me that you participated in the event, you will get 25 points for this part of the project.  If you did not provide me with proof, you will get 0 points for this part of the project.

Part B (on the syllabus)
For part B on the syllabus, I originally stated that you should keep a notebook throughout the semester that I would periodically collect.  Since I did not do this, you should now type a 3-5 page paper, double spaced to answer all of the questions listed on the next page.  If you hand it to me in a different format, I will return it to you and ask you to redo it.  It will then be considered late. This part of the project is worth 75 points.  

You will need to provide references for many of the questions.  You are expected to get these from textbooks or scientific journals.  You MAY NOT obtain information from web sites.  If you do, you will get a 0 on this part of the project.  You will need to include a reference list at the end of the paper and cite your references within the paper.  If you do not do both of these tasks, you will get a 0 on this part of the assignment.




You will need to include the following information. Please put headings on your paper so I know which question you are answered.  You can combine a few questions under one heading.
1.     What is your cancer?
2.     How are cancer cells different from non cancer cells?
3.     What is the diagnosis?  What are your symptoms? Don’t just state you have cancer.  Be specific.
4.      How do you feel about the diagnosis and symptoms?
5.     Who would you tell?
6.     Would you tell your insurance company (that really means who you have them pay for your treatment)?  What effect(s) might that have?
7.     Do you think there is a link between your lifestyle and your disease?  Or, is there a genetic link?
8.     What are some treatment options?
9.     Which treatment will you choose? How will you cope with the stress that this causes?  For example, you may need to spend a lot of time at the hospital.
10.      What are some side effects, problems with these treatment options?
11.      State if your treatment worked or not.
12.      If it was successful. Why do you think it worked?
13.      What follow up care do you need?
14.      If the treatment was not successful, what are some other options?
15.      Would you get involved in clinical trials?  Will your insurance company pay for it?
16.      What is your 5 year survival rate?
17.      How do you feel about your final prognosis?
18.      What are your plans for the future if you are given a poor prognosis?



Student________________________________________



	Criteria
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Paper

	Background Research/
thorougness 

3 points for each question = 54 points
	Student completed much background research and/or put much thought into the questions.
	Student completed adequate background research and put adequate thought into the questions.
	Student completed only a little background research and put very little thought into the questions.
	Student did not complete enough background research and barely thought about the question.

	Organization of Paper
	Paper was well organized and thorough 
	The paper either lacked some organization or thoroughness 
	The paper was not organized well and it was not very thorough
	The paper was completely disorganized

	References used
	All references were from textbooks or scientific journals.
	X
	X
	One or more references were from the Internet

	References cited throughout the paper
	All references were cited correctly and cited where needed.
	One reference was cited incorrectly and/or there was one section where no reference was cited.
	Two references were cited incorrectly and/or there were two sections where no references were cited.
	Three references were cited incorrectly and/or there were three or more sections where no references were cited.

	Reference list at the end of the paper
	All references were cited correctly.
	One reference was cited incorrectly or one mistake was made for all references.
	Two references were cited incorrectly or two mistakes were made for all references. 
	Three or more references were cited incorrectly or three or more mistakes were made for all references.

	General writing ability
	Follows all the rules of English grammar and rarely misspells words.
	Occasionally needs grammar and spelling corrections.
	There are many misspelled words and poor grammar.
	More words are spelled incorrectly than correctly.  The writing is very poor.

	Correctness
	Everything written is correct
	One thing written is incorrect
	Two things written are incorrect
	More than two things written are incorrect

	Something else
was messed up
	3 pts
	
	
	

	Extra credit
	+ up to 5 pts
	
	
	



This rubric should add up to 75 points.


Part C. You will need to give a 10 minute presentation about your experiences doing this project.  Explain what your civic engagement project was and what you learned and did for your disease project (25 points). 

	
Criteria
	6
	4
	2
	0

	Presentation of PowerPoint

	Organization 
	Student(s) presents information in a logical, interesting sequence which audience can follow. 
	Audience has some trouble following presentation because student jumps around.  
	Audience cannot understand the presentation because there is no sequence of information.  
	Presentation was poor.  

	Subject Knowledge
	Student (s) demonstrates full knowledge by answering all questions with explanations and conclusions are based on the data presented.
	Student(s) is uncomfortable with information and is able to answer only rudimentary questions or does not generate conclusions based on data presented.
	Student does not have grasp of information, student cannot answer questions about subject and does not draw appropriate conclusions.
	Student(s) did not understand anything.

	Civic engagement
	Student clearly explained the
activity and what they observed.
	Students could have given a little more detail on what they did and observed.
	Student was very vague about what he/she did and observed.
	Student did not mention what they did or observe.

	Presentation Style
	Student maintains eye contact, uses a clear voice with correct pronunciation and uses a laser pointer correctly.
	Student occasionally uses eye contact, reads some of his/her slides/notes, has trouble with pronunciation, talks too softly or does not know how to use laser pointer well.  
	Student reads all of slides/notes with no eye contact, has poor elocution or acts very clumsy with laser pointer and advancing the slides.  
	No oral presentation was delivered.  

	Something else
was messed up
	1 pts
	
	
	



You should spend 3-5 minutes explaining about your civic engagement project and the rest of the time explaining about your cancer.


Part D: You will need to make a PowerPoint on your disease and write 3 questions on your disease that could be used for an exam.   (12.5 points each/25 points total)

	Criteria
	3
	2
	1
	0

	PowerPoint

	Background Research and pictures
	Student completed much background research. Pictures explain and reinforce screen text.
	Student completed adequate background research. Better pictures could have been selected.
	Student completed only a little background research. Pictures are not adequate to explain the technique
	Student did not complete background research. Pictures were not given.

	Organization of PowerPoint
	PowerPoint was well organized and thorough 
	The PowerPoint either lacked some organization or thoroughness 
	The PowerPoint was not organized well and it was not very thorough
	The PowerPoint was completely disorganized

	General writing ability
	Follows all the rules of English grammar and rarely misspells words.
	Occasionally needs grammar and spelling corrections.
	There are many misspelled words and poor grammar.
	More words are spelled incorrectly than correctly.  The writing is very poor.

	Correctness
	Everything written is correct
	One thing written is incorrect
	Two things written are incorrect
	More than two things written are incorrect

	Something else
was messed up
	0.5 pts
	
	
	



This section is grade out of 12.5 pts.  

For this section, you are to write 3 multiple choice questions with the answer.

Student________________________________________

	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	0

	3 exam questions

	Level of questions
	Questions were written at an appropriate level
	Questions should require students to know more information
	Questions were too easy 
	Everyone in my non majors class would get these questions correct

	General writing ability
	Follows all the rules of English grammar and rarely misspells words.
	Occasionally needs grammar and spelling corrections.
	There are many misspelled words and poor grammar.
	More words are spelled incorrectly than correctly.  The writing is very poor.

	Correctness of answers
	Everything written is correct
	One thing written is incorrect
	Two things written are incorrect
	More than two things written are incorrect

	Something else
Was messed up
	0.5 pts
	
	
	



This section is grade out of 12.5 pts.  



