ENGL 4700 -- Senior Thesis

ENGL 4700 is a course required of all English majors, in which students complete the required senior thesis.  The course is normally taken in the final semester of the senior year. 
PRE-REQUISITES
Grade of C or higher in ENGL 3100 and completion of all core requirements in Areas A-F of the curriculum. (Note: An exception may be made if the student is enrolled in SPAN or FREN 2002 during the semester in which the proposal is made.)  Other policies and guidelines required in the processes of registering for ENGL 4700 and of completing the thesis are described below.
The Nature and Scope of the Thesis 
The thesis is an extended critical or creative project based on original work or on work previously completed for one or more other English courses. Original projects may be tied to internship experience(s) coordinated through the Office of Experiential Learning (and typically through enrollment in ENGL 4000—English Internship). Supervised by a member of the full-time tenure-track faculty, the student will be expected to complete the written project and to make a spoken presentation about it at a scheduled assembly of faculty and students of the Department of English.
The thesis may be a literary-critical research essay, a rhetorical or professional writing project, or a creative writing project, depending on the student’s emphasis within the English major.  A student will be approved to write a thesis in one of these emphases only if the student has earned a grade of C or higher in at least two ENGL 3000- OR 4000-level courses within the proposed area of emphasis for the thesis project.
Research Thesis Content and Length

The research thesis should demonstrate a student's ability to carry out independent research and writing. The project must demonstrate strong knowledge and understanding of the critical discourse on the subject of the thesis. The student should select a research topic as early as possible in his or her upper-level studies in consultation with his or her advisor.

The minimum recommended length of the research thesis should be 20 pages with a minimum of 10 significant sources.  However, the final length of the thesis and the nature of the sources (e.g., the proportion of books and articles) will be determined through consultation with the student's thesis director and advisor and will be fully appropriate for the subject and scope of the project.

Creative Thesis Content and Length

The creative thesis should begin with a brief introduction that puts forth a single and unified aesthetic statement explaining how the writer conceives the purpose and effect of the work.

For creative writers, guidelines for various genres are as follows:
· Fiction content and length: A portfolio including one or more short stories. Minimum of 20 pages unless otherwise determined through consultation with the thesis director and advisor.
· Nonfiction Content and length: A portfolio including one or more essays.  Minimum of 20 pages unless otherwise determined through consultation with the thesis director and advisor.
· Poetry:  A portfolio including poetry.  Minimum of 20 pages unless otherwise determined through consultation with the thesis director and advisor.
Rhetoric, Composition, Professional Thesis Content and Length 

When choosing a topic for a Rhetoric, Composition, Professional Thesis, the student should take into consideration his or her background and interest, ability to handle the problem, accessibility of research materials, and the probable significance of the project to the community for which it is intended.  Research will be a major component of this thesis, though it may take a variety of forms: traditional academic research, historical/archival research, and/or field research, including observations and interviews.  The thesis should fall under one of four areas:  

· Professional Writing:  professional or technical communication, website, pamphlet, and/or other document(s) for a specific business or non-profit audience
· Public Writing: civic discourse, political rhetoric, or community engagement for a  social organization or civic association 
· Ethnographic Writing: oral history, visual essay, family history, or abbreviated ethnographic study of a particular societal group or subculture  
· Academic Writing: theoretical or scholarly paper on rhetoric or writing studies for an academic audience   

The thesis must begin with a preface that explains the rationale and purpose of its design.

The total length of the thesis may vary depending on the field and genre in which the writer is working, though the recommended minimum is 20 pages.  The final length will result from consultation with the student’s thesis director and advisor.  Students are required to follow the procedures established by the Institutional Review Board (IRB) for all research involving human participants.
Deadline for submitting the proposal to the English Department Chair 

The deadline is four weeks before the last day of class of the preceding semester, as noted in the Schedule of Classes. 
The thesis director and advisor are not responsible for the timely submission of a student’s thesis proposal. Failure to submit the proposal by the deadline could prevent a student’s graduation the following semester.


Proposal contents and expectations
 
The non-creative writing proposal must include the following:
1. Identifying information: Student's name, course and number, semester hours credit, full-time faculty member proposed as thesis director, and a descriptive title. The title will appear on the transcript. 
2. A review of literature on the subject.
3. An identification of where this study fits in academic discourse about the subject.
4. A provisional annotated bibliography. 
5. A weekly schedule of progress toward thesis completion. 
The creative writing proposal must include the following:
1.  Identifying information: Student’s name, course and number, semester hours credit, full-time faculty member proposed as thesis director, and a descriptive title.  The title will appear on the transcript.
2.  A brief discussion of at least three literary influences (any genre) that will function as "literary parents" or models for the student.  The idea is for the student to focus on one aspect of the writing technique found in each one of these models and to explore and replicate a combination of these different elements in his or her own writing. 
3.  A short description of each piece included in the thesis.  For 
     students writing poetry, the description will pertain to groups of 
 poems.
4.  A weekly schedule of progress toward thesis completion.
Progress toward thesis completion and presentation expectations
1. The deadline for submitting the first draft is the 8th week of the semester.
2. The final draft must be submitted by the 12th week of the semester.
3. The student is expected to give a presentation on the thesis to faculty, students, and a public audience at the Senior Showcase at the end of the semester, preferably during the 14th week.  Room reservations with be coordinated by the Department Head and the thesis director.
Procedure for proposal submission and approval
1. The student should consult with the thesis director and his or her advisor about the rationale and content of the thesis he or she plans to propose. 
2. The thesis director and advisor are not responsible for the timely submission of a student’s thesis proposal. Failure to submit the proposal by the deadline could prevent a student’s graduation the following semester.
3. The student must present four copies of the proposal to the English Department Head. If time permits, the Curriculum Committee will consider the proposal at a meeting to which the proposed thesis director may be invited to answer questions about the proposal. Otherwise, committee members will make their recommendations to one another, the thesis director, and the Department Head via e-mail. 
4. If the Curriculum Committee suggests revisions, the student should consult with the thesis director and the advisor about the revisions before re-submitting the proposal to the Department for the Committee's re-consideration. 
Registering for ENGL 4700

After the Curriculum Committee approves the proposal, the Chair of the Department of English will register the student in the course. 
