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Our Mission
Predicated on our passion for
academic excellence and the
building of a community of
scholars, The Vibrant Voicesets
out to showcase the
achievements of our faculty,
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Senior Thesis Showcase: A New Record

On 11 a.m. on Tuesday April 27th and Thursday April 29th, the largest group of senior thesis writers ever to pre-
sent their work in one semester will gather in Library L -200 for their readings. Between thirteen and fifteen stu-
dents will present on a dizzyingly wide range of topics. Dr. Kathryn Pratt Russell, coordinator of the two -day
event, urges English majors to come out and see their friends and acquaintances.|If an English major is due to pre-

sent a thesis in the next year, vi ewiAspalledlehtiorrofirderestidge nt s ¢
paper titles follows: oWalking on Eggshell Whited (fict
Campuso6 (rhetoric/writing project by Leah Brown, advi sc
@RI ieivialsion | Il Byrd), and O0A Passion for the Approrg

visor Dr. Copeland). All are welcome!

Dr. Kathryn Pratt Russell, Senior Thesis Coordinato
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Welcome to the First Edltlon dfhe Vbranz‘ Va/ce'

The Department of English is pleased to launch its newsletter, The Vibrant Voicefor stu-
dents, faculty, and alumni. As department chair, | am excited about an opportunity that
will give all of us a chance to communicate and share the activities, successes, and
changes that are occurring within the Department of English.

Certainly, there are many changes occurring in our department. The first change was
the name of the department itself to the Department of English (from the Department of
Language and Literature), which occurred in July 2009. The department has added
three new faculty members in the past two years: myself as chair, Dr. Ruth Caillouet as
Coordinator of M.A.T. in English, Dr. Mary Lamb as Director of 1 styear Writing Pro-
gram, and Dr. Eugene Ngezem, teaching modern and postcolonial literature. The de-
partment also added English Education to its undergraduate degree and a Master of
Arts in Teaching English. This means we now have our 1st year writing program, three
undergraduate concentrations in our B.A. (literature, writing, and English Education),
and an M.A.T.

Dr. Barbara Goodman While we grow, we continue to offer our impressive array of programs and publica-
tions, including Literary Lond o rCygneftheElle¥ i
Glasgow Journal of Southern Women Writeaed the annual African -American Read-
in. Moreover, we have begun expanding our outreach to local high schools through a
sponsored English Day to bring high school students and teachers onto the campus to
‘ m\“lm_ participate in English classes and workshops.
LRI |

= The Vibrant Voicewill be a conduit for sharing these activities, as well as a way to cele-
tEbrate our faculty, alumni, and student s
YSmembers of the Department of Engli sh, a
with in a while. We hope to hear from you and that you will contribute to future is-
sues. This newsletter is a chance for all of us to become even more aware of and active
in the department and its offerings. For now --enjoy the read (but of course as English
folk, you always enjoy the read!)

Dr. Barbara Goodman, Department Chair

Tutors in the Writing Center assist FIrSt' Year ertl ng @ CSU

students with their work. Learn Dr. Mary R. Lamb, Assistant Professor of English
more about Room 224n page and Director of the First-Year Writing program,
eight. joined the faculty July 2008. Before CSU, she

taught nine years in high schools in South Caro-
lina, Henry County, GA, and Decatur City
Schools; she taught English at Georgia State for
eight years where she was Associate Director of
Undergraduate Studies. She is active inCollege
Composition and Communication , Rhetoric Soci-
ety of America, the Conference for Writing Pro-
gram Administrators, and NCTE. At Clayton
State, she has revised the FYW curriculum, writ-
ten new learning outcomes for English 1101 and
1102, and custom published a handbook for the
courses (Writing in the Digital Age: FirstYear
Writing and Beyond that includes essays by Clay-
ton State students. She teaches core courses in Dr. Mary R. Lamb
first-year writing, major courses in advanced
writing, and M.A.T. courses in teaching writing.

Dr. Mary R. Lamb




Student Spotlight

Candi O. Belle, creative writer and author from London, is a senior at Clayton State
University, majoring in Integrative Studies and enjoys taking writing classes in the

a career in writing. As a pre-med student at Morehouse College in August 2000, he

F.E. Mapp Science Forurhle believes education is an intrinsic key to success and is
presently working on a second publication The Story of Staff Sergeant Candi O. Belle
due to be published by the end of 2010. The memoir explores both his personal and
military life as a previous staff sergeant, including his experience during combat. Ser-
geant Belle states that his inspiration and positive values extended from a supportive
relationship with his father. He also values the faculty interaction and the support he
receives at Clayton State.

— By Debra Brown
Sergeant Candi O. Belle

Alumnews

Kristina Bjoran (B.A., 2009), has been accepted in the MIT graduate program in Sciences and Writing and has been
offered a fellowship .
Dana Staves (B.A., 2007) , has completed her M.F.A. in creative writing at Old Dominion University.

Faculty Spotlight: Dr. Brigitte Byrd

Dr. Brigitte Byrd, a faculty member in Creative Writing at Clayton State
and a pioneer recipient of the college Scholar of the Year Award, recently
earned tenure and promotion to Associate Professor.

She earned a Ph.D. in English (Poetry as a Genre and Theory) at Florida
State University in 2003 with a creative writing dissertation, took an M.A.

from the University of West Florida in English with a creative writing the-

sis, and a B.A. at the University of West Florida in English.

Dr. Byrd enjoys teaching Introduction to Creative Writing, Advanced Po-
etry Writing, Advanced Fiction Writing, and Advanced Creative Nonfic-
tion Writing. In addition, she directs senior theses for the English majors
concentrating in creative writing and graduate theses for students in the
MALS program. Students sheds wor k[
writers and admission to graduate school.

Dr. Byrd implemented 0The Visiting Writers Reading
ety of writers, poets, and authors such as fiction writer Paul Shepherd; leading poet Kevin Young; and author
Natasha Trethewey, winner of the 2007 Poetry Pulitzer Prize forBe | | o ¢ gq GasthoOKate &reensreet; and
author and CSU colleague Dr. Phillip DePoy, winner of the EDGAR Award for his play Easy. The series is welt
attended and offers wonderful opportunities for English majors and the Clayton State community.

By Debra Brown

English department. He is working on thirty -t wo year s of ser vi céd
geant 6 for the Army Corporation of Cadet

conducted extensive research that |l ed t d
Pl astic Surgery on Cleft Palates®66 print
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Faculty Accomplishments

Caillouet Continued

Dr. Brigitte Byrd N
ol Dat e D eBufty, BBlla,am the Lure of

Publications

Song of a Living RoorfAhsahta Press, 2009), nomi
nated for a Georgia Author of the Year Award.

Her new poems are to appear in two anthologies,
Online Writing: The Best of the First Ten Years

ciation, New Orleans, LA, April, 2009.
Appointment(s)
Appointed Interim Chair of the Department of

and The Rose Metal Press Field Guide to Prose Poetry: Teacher Education, effective July, 2010.
Contemporary Poets in Discussion and Practice
(Spring 2010). Dr. Benie Colvin
She also has new poems in the literary magazinesin- Publications
terim, Apalachee RevigvGeorgetown Revievand OWhere is Merl in WeB8Barriers
Taiga. to Higher Education are Still in Place: Reentry
Presentations Ex per i &ewHerizans in Adult Education
0OAhsahta Press 35th Anni vier s 2010. (Forthcoming)

0l nside the Box: Prose |[PoetoBeyond 0J uThe CoRdexity of Blégiarism
ence. 0 Association of Write in the Twentyfirst Century. TETYC(Teaching

Denver, 2010. English in the Two -Year College). A compara-
Keynote. Wiregrass Conference at Valdosta State Uni tive book review solicited by TETYC and ac-
versity, Sept. 4, 2010. cepted for publication in one of the next two
2010 issues.

Dr. Ruth Caillouet

Publications Dr. Susan Copeland

O0Teachi ng t hr oDaydlopinghPgychist o r ms | Award
Muscles and Finding t hajt TrFAfinalistforthe A&S faculty Smith Award , 2010.
Oregon English JourngSpring 2010).

O0Recovery of Self and Themily in Sharon Creechds
WandererLi t er ature as Equi pment for Living. o6
(with Dr. Eva Gold and Dr. Tom Fick). ALAN
Review Summer, 2009.

OAl ther, Lisa,é6 O0OHowe, Ja
oOMeaker, Marijane, 6 and
Encyclopedia of Contemporary LGBTQ Literature of
the United StatesEmmanuel S. Nelson, ed. 2
vols. Santa Barbara:Greenwood Press, 2009.

Presentations

0Sout her ner s HaSoekie Stackhbuse, e
Lost in Translation or |l
Society for the Study of Southern Literature Con-
ference, New Orleans, LA, April, 2010.

000n With Sohuet hSeornng 6Wo me n & s
Art of Protest.déd South |
Association, Atlanta, GA, November, 2009.

the Dead Boyfriend, 6 Po

N

pul

eed



Dr. Mary R. Lamb

Publications

0Teaching Nonfiction
i n gEnglish JournaP9.4 (2010): 4319.

Rhetorical Reading for Engaged Writiggith Lynee
L. Gaillet). West Lafayette, IN: Parlor Press,
forthcoming.

Presentations

0Competitive Literacy: -T
i ng Cont é&dlawng tbe Waves daj His -
torical Rhetorical Performance to High Stakes
Testing and Essay Awar
College Composition and Communication, San
Francisco, March 2009.

Appointment(s)

Appointed Local Committee Chair for the Confer -
ence on College Composition and Communica-
tion. Atlanta, April 2011.

t hr

o u

Dr. Eugene Ngezem
Publications

oDi splacing and Replacing: Bpeck
Dr. Greg McNamara Commu ni c anteinational dournal of Communication
Publications , , | (9C)19.2 (JuiDec 2009): 1126.
OHenry, Pr.| n.EneycIapédlaWEllzabahamoTennessee Williamsd South ahd
England Ed., Janice Liedl (ABGCLIO). Forth- of Sel ec tAendls oPRacully ©f.Ad, Letters an8o
. coming. ) cial Scienced)niversity of Yaoundé 1 (Fall 2009): 369
His contribution to the recent volume, Prince Henry 379
R e v i, ed.oronothy V. Wilks (Paul Holberton, OdCreased Portrait and the Defen
London; pniversiw of Washington, USA), Joseph Conrad and Ji dogroalcst i| c
06Grief was as ¢ ot hes African Traditions and Development (JATAD)2 (Fall
Henry Funer al Vi ewed f 2009): 95106
given a strong, positive review in Renaissance From Chains to Change: Sex M1 i
) Quarterly. ti na RdGodireMatket Gke Grove: Working Papers
Firstthand reports from the [l

settlement at Jamestown, 160712 (in progress).

Americana, examining a local-color newspaper col-
umn published daily in Dorchester Co, MD from
19471983 (in progress).

Presentations

0Tal king About Race in
SAMLA Convention, Atlanta, GA, 2009.

International Studies

Led the Literary London excursion, which visited the
Victoria and Albert Museum, the British Library,
the National Gallery, the Globe Theatre (Romeo
and Julie}, the Theatre Royal Haymarket (Waiting
for Godo}, the Theatre Royal Brighton (Playboy of
the Western Worly Wilton House, Hampton
Court Palace, and the Royal Botanical Gardens
at Kew, May 2009.

Literary London is now on Facebook and gearing up
for 2011.

Invited for the 400t anniversary exhibit to be
mounted in honor of Prince Henry for 2012.

R

on English StudiegFall 2009): 151166.

Collisions and Collapse: Beckett, Pinter, Fugard, and the Falling
World (Book in progress).

Presentations

International Bernard Shaw Conference, Washington, DC,
October 1518, 2009.

€ SIRAS International Conference, Kentucky State University,
April 2 -3, 2009.

Scholarship Adjudicator

Editorial board member of a refereed international journal:
Creative Forum (CR).
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Literary London

Literary London 2009 was a landmark excursion. Dr. Greg
McNamara and twelve CSU students were in London for the
two -week Maymester session, and the trip was brilliant. The
weather was beautiful, and the group has a fantastic array of
experiences.

As if being in London for two W B lilit er a
London included theatre experiences at the Theatre Royal Hay- . ‘ - gl Y
market. (Waiting for Godotwith lan McKellan and Patrick Stew-
art), The Threatre Royal Brighton (The Playboy of the Western
World, presented by Ilrelandds pr|le
and Shakespear e Banedahdalbliet Theatr

Dr ui

Each day of the Literary London itinerary was packed with top -
flight educational experiences. At the Victoria and Albert Mu-
seum, students were treated t o fromtoprestaurantsto pub fare. Participants oJlur o

National Art Library, wher e t h ecouldeven settheir watches properly at the rlesen

more than twenty rare and ancient books and manuscripts for Greenwich Observatory, standing along the

hands-on perusal. Amongst the texts we saw at the V&A were Prime Meridian.

letters from the English Civil War, manuscripts of Charles Dick-

ens and Beatrix Potter, and the notebooks of Leonardo da Vinci, Literary London 2009 was nothing less than

to name but a few. fantastic and an outstanding example of value
for money in a profound cultural experience

At the British Library, Literary Londoners were escorted by two for our students at Clayton State University.

guides through the stunning Henry VIII exhibit on display there, Students interested in participating in Literary

which included the largest collection of manuscripts, maps, London 2011 are encouraged to contact Dr.

printed books, portraits, and ephemera related to Henry VIl Greg McNamara.

ever collected in one spacéi this exhibit was assembled under Dr. Greg McNamara

the direction of the eminent historian David Starkey.

At the National Gallery, the Literary London group not only

toured a monument al exhibit of Pablo Picassods works |[but
experienced a private tutorial with one of 'the Gallerlydos
rians in which Picassobds works were considered in thelir h
cal context.

In addition to these experiences in London proper, Literary Lon-
don also traveled outside the city, experiencing private tours at
the illustrious Wilton House, home of the Earl of Pembroke (we
saw him), the breathtaking Royal Pavilionin seaside Brighton,
and majestic Hampton Court Palace

Literary London participants traveled by boat, train, and bus
and saw much of the most interesting and wonderful examples
of art, architecture, and literary and cultural history in England,
from cathedrals to tiny medieval churches, from Theatres Royal
to Underground buskers, from public parks to Royal Gardens




The English Department has recently added two new programs, the Master of Arts
in Teaching English graduate degree and a new concentration choice of secondary
education for the English Bachelor of Arts degree.

The Master of Arts in Teaching English consists of a choice of two tracksi one that
focuses on preparing individuals to teach English in grades 6-12 and the other for
those who would like training to teach at the college level. Either track requires an
undergraduate degree in English and both consist of 36 hours of content and peda-
gogy courses. Details and application procedures can be found on our web site,
<http://a -s.clayton.edu/MAT/>.

The Bachelor of Arts degree in English now offers a third concentration. In addition Dr. Ruth Caillouet
to the choices of literature or writing, students may now choose secondary educa-

tion. This track requires the same core courses as the other two tracks but also in-

cludes twenty -seven hours of education courses and a total of 129 hours. The de-

gree prepares individuals to teach in grades 6-12.

For more information about either degree program, contact Dr. Ruth Caillouet,
MAT English Program Coordinator and BA English Education Program Coordina-
tor (RuthCaillouet@clayton.edu). Dr. Ruth Caillouet

A Word from Dr. Ngezem

o Aware of the variety, the stock, and the exuberance of academic activities in
the English Department, and yearning for a dissemination of such knowl-

edge, Dr . Eugene Ngezemds idea of a
the Department. Because the Department is located across the ponds in
which ducks dazzle us, Dr . Ngezemos

cover of this Newsletter intimates, our department is vibrant and diverse in

its programs, activities, students, and faculty. It is a global village, a gate-
way to all di sciplines that use wr it
ture suggests the visual argument in our language classes and our poetic
title touches on our literature programs, including poetry, which is a sub-

f lime activity, intended to illicit feelings of grandeur, nobility, awe, and

Dr. Eugene Ngezem Dr. Eugene Ngezem

Vibrant Voice Committee

Dr. Eugene Ngezem, Coordinator

Dr. Ruth Caillouet and Dr. Mary R. Lamb, committee members
Debra Brown and Alicia Johnson, student assistants

To add your voice to these vibrant voices, contact Dr. Ngezem via e -mail at eugenengezem@clayton.edu.

EEEE

name, The Vibrant Voice was also accepted As t he birdos pi






